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Tut THoREZ AND ‘TOGLIATTI state- 
ments emphatically serve the cause 
of universal peace. 

Only those who plot a third world 
war and seek to embroil France and 
laly in aggressive military opera- 
tions against our great ally of World 
War II, the Soviet Union, could read 
anything un-French or un-Italian in 
these statements. 

French and Italian sovereignty 
and independence are threatened to- 
day solely by Wall Street’s schemes 
of world domination as expressed 
in the Marshall Plan and the pro- 


*Text of statements issued by the Chairman 
ud General Secretary of the Communist Party, 
USA., on March 2 and March 6, 1949, respec- 
tively. The first statement was in response to 
newspaper requests for their comment on the 
ment declarations of Maurice Thorez, General 
of the Communist Party of France, and 
of Palmiro Togliatti, General Secretary of the 
Communist Party of Italy, in respect to war and 
peace in Europe. The second document is an 
open letter to President Truman in reply to his 
comment, which represented a distortion of the 
Communist Party's peace stand.—Editor. 
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Is the Advocacy of Peace Treason?” 


by William Z. Foster and Eugene Dennis 


U.S. COMMUNISTS WILL OPPOSE WALL STREET WAR 


posed Atlantic war alliance. It is our 
military and those of the British 
who have established a General 
Headquarters at Fontainbleau. Not 
Russians but Americans have mili- 
tary bases and are intervening in 
the internal affairs of Greece, 
Turkey, Iran, China, Canada, Green- 
land, Brazil, as well as France and 
Italy. 

On February 27 the New York 
Times editorially termed the danger 
of an invasion of our shores wildly 
improbable. What the Times failed 
to say, however, was that the threat 
of aggression against other nations 
is not wildly improbable—and that 
this threat emanates precisely from 
Wall Street and its cartel-connected 
trusts. It is this which explains the 
colossal peace-time military budget, 
the effort to stampede the nation 
into the Atlantic war alliance and 
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plunge America and the world into 
an atomic war. 

We Communists join with millions 
of other patriotic Americans in op- 
posing those who seek a new world 
war. We strive for peace and friend- 
ship between the U.S.A., the U.S.S.R., 
the new democracies, the colonial 
and all other peoples. We do not re- 
gard a new world holocaust as 
inevitable. We hold the peaceful co- 
existence of two different social sys- 
tems wholly possible. We believe 
that efforts of the peoples to achieve 
peace can check the warmakers and 
create new opportunities to achieve 
peace. The peace camp is infinitely 
stronger than the war camp. 

It is this which makes the war 
camp so reckless and ruthless. An 
atmosphere is rapidly being created 
in our nation that to work for peace 
and American-Soviet amity is con- 
sidered equivalent to treason. The 
trial of the Communist leaders, the 
current witch-hunts and other at- 
tacks on civil liberties are indicative 
of today’s political climate. 

If, despite the efforts of the peace 
forces of America and the world, 


Wall Street should succeed in plung- . 


ing the world into war, we would 





Oppose it as aN unjust, aggresiy 
imperialist war, as an undemocraj 
and an anti-Socialist war, destruciy 
of the deepest interests of the Amer 
can people and all humanity. Ey 
as Lincoln while a Congressman oy! 
posed the unjust, annexatiog; 
Mexican War and demanded jx 
termination, so would we Comm. 
nists cooperate with all democrat; 
forces to defeat the predatory wa 
aims of American imperialism aj 
bring such a war to a speedy cop. 
clusion on the basis of a democrai: 


peace. 





















American security and America 
peace lie in world security and worl 
peace—not in any Wall Street-Uber. 
Alles policy decked out in the trap 
pings of “the American century.” 

For our part we will work with a) 
those who seek peace, democray 
and social progress. The America 
people, assuming their historic re 
ponsibility, must reject the wr 
policies of the Wall Street-Churchil 
cartelists and their bipartisan pu 
pets and return our nation to tk 
peace policies of Franklin D. Roo 
velt, the “Grand Design” and co: 
nerstone of which is firm America 
Soviet friendship. 


IS IT TREASONABLE TO TALK PEACE? 


Dear Mr. President: 
Is the advocacy of peace treason? 
Is the moral climate of our coun- 
try such that an appeal to reason 


becomes the basis for the charge ¢ 


treason? 


So it would appear. One day you 
called a writer an s.o.b. because lt 
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dared criticize one of your aides for 
‘4 accepting a medal from the fascist 
ft Peron. Another day you termed 
‘B waitors men who believe that war 
is not inevitable and that two social 
ystems can co-operate in the inte- 
rests of world peace—and who work 
.f cowards that end. 

First, let us set the record straight. 

In denouncing our plea for peace 
you are, of course, aware that you 
distorted our views, You twisted the 
question originally asked and im- 
:f plied that we Communists had dis- 
cussed an attack by the Soviet Union 
af upon our nation. 

We, of course, did not discuss the 
fantastic impossibility of such an at- 
trap ack upon our country, an attack 
" E which the New York Times of Feb- 
ruary 27 aptly termed a “wildly im- 
probable” event. It is not from the 
Socialist Soviet Union—which gave 
» million lives in the common 

wa struggle against fascism—that the 
irchilf danger of war arises. 

pupf Neither the American people nor 
the Soviet Union is responsible for 
the present world tension. Responsi- 
bility rests squarely on Wall Street 
and its bipartisan puppets. Only the 
capitalist trusts, the I. G. Farbens, 
the DuPonts, the merchants of death, 
instigate and profit from war. 

Because we hold these views—be- 
cause we work to check the war- 
mongers and promote American- 
Soviet co-operation for peace—you 
hurl at us the epithet “traitor.” But 
the violence of your denunciation 
does not settle the question: Are 
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your polices leading America and 
the world to war or peace? 

This is the real issue of our day. 

We could perhaps earn cheap ap- 
plause if we hailed your systematic 
wrecking of Roosevelt’s “Grand 
Design” for world peace through 
firm American-Soviet friendship. 

We might meet your approval if 
we lauded your revival of the fascist 
war power in the Ruhr. 

Perhaps we would bask in your 
smiles if we ‘praised the freeing of 
Ilse Koch, the Krupp bankers and 
the Nazi generals. 

Undoubtedly there would be no 
harsh Presidential epithets for us if 
we cheered the proposed budget, 
nearly half of which will go for 
guns, tanks, planes and barracks in- 
stead of schools, hospitals, housing 
and increased social security. 

We would, of course, never be 
called “traitors” if we supported the 
North Atlantic War Alliance and 
the current drive against the Bill of 
Rights. 

But we regard it as the highest 
form of patriotism to speak our 
minds against war and for peace. 

We realize, of course, that this is 
not the first time that patriots have 
been pilloried for daring to fight for 
peace. 

Jefferson was hounded because he 
refused to join the jingo cry for war 
against revolutionary France. For 
this he and his colleagues were re- 
viled as “traitors,” “Jacobins” and 
“agents of a foreign power.” 

Lincoln in his day fought from the 
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floor of Congress the unjust, annexa- 
tionist, slaveholder-inspired war 
against Mexico. He was assailed as 
a second “Benedict Arnold.” 

Carl Schurz, the celebrated Union 
general and former Cabinet mem- 
ber, denounced the Spanish-Ameri- 
can War as “criminal aggression” 
and called upon the American peo- 
ple to reverse the imperialist course 
of the McKinley Administration. 

In the light of history, Mr. .Presi- 
dent, would you call Jefferson un- 
American and pro-French? Was 
Lincoln un-American and _ pro 
Mexican? Was Schurz un-American 
and pro-Spanish? 

Were these men “traitors” be- 
cause they dared to stand up against 
jingoes, demagogues and calumnia- 
tors? 

Are the millions of Americans 
who oppose the current Wall Street- 
Pentagon hysteria and speak the 
sober voice of reason to be branded 
apostles of treason? 

On our part, we Communists will 
defend in the future as in the past 
the highest interests of our country. 
We will defend in the future as in 
the past our people from all enemies, 
within and without. When our 
Union was in mortal danger, a great 
Communist leader of his day, Gen- 
eral Joseph Weydemeyer, served in 
the Union army, as did many other 
members of the Communist League. 
In the recent anti-Axis war 15,000 
Communists served with honor. 
Among these were four of the de- 








fendants in the current trial of Cop, 
munist leaders indicted simply fo 
advocacy of their views—Rober 
Thompson, winner of the Digip. 
guished Service Cross, Henry Wip. 
ston, John Gates and Gus Hall 

We Communists are dedicated 
the struggle to make ours a lao 
of peace, prosperity and_ progres, 
We will continue to urge the Amer. 
ican people to exercise control ove 
domestic and foreign policy alike 
We will continue in the spirit of th 
great American who preceded you a 
a representative from your stat, 
Senator Carl Schurz of Missour 
who on the Senate floor in 187 uv. 
tered those immortal words: “Ow 
country, right or wrong! Whe 
right, to be kept right; when wrong, 
to be put right!” 

Despite all threats and _persecu 
tions we will continue resolutely t 
work for peace. Instead of an aggre: 
sive North Atlantic Pact—a resur 
rected anti-Communist Axis—w 
shal! continue, in company with mi 
lions of other Americans, to urg 
that our nation shall sign a Pact ¢ 
Friendship and Peace with our gre 
war-time ally, the Soviet Union. 

That way lies peace and securit 
for America and the world. 

Very truly yours, 


WILLIAM FOSTER 
Chairman, Communist Parti 
EUGENE DENNIS 
General Secretary, 
Communist Party. 








by Marvi 


THE RES 
Lake Sui 
the Uni 
sembly p 
ples of 

United 

which th 
hopes fc 
peace. 

In co 
whose 1 
America: 
has hap 
does the 
way of t 
What is 
These 
perturb 
speak th 
peace, t 
This cor 
the cou 
against | 
leashed 
is this 
which ° 
the chal 
ments o 
his pub 
Advocac 


THE U 


In Jur 
dered, t 
in San 





f Com. 
ply for 
~Rober 
Distr. 
y Win 
all, 
ated t 
a land 
rogres:, 
Ame. 
ol over 
alike 
of the 


‘Ou 
Wher 
wrong, 


ersecu 
tely 
aggres 
resur: 
1S—We 
th mil 
) urge 
act of 
r great 
on. 

-curit\ 


Party 


by Marvin Reiss 


THE RESUMPTION THIS MONTH at 
take Success of the third. session of 
the United Nations General As- 
sembly poses sharply before the peo- 
ples of the world the fate of the 
United Nations organization on 
which they have pinned such mighty 
hopes for an enduring democratic 
peace. 

‘In common with all peoples, 
whose number one hope is peace, 
Americans are demanding: What 
has happened to the U.N.? Why 
les the U.N. seem to be going the 
way of the old League of Nations? 
What is the path to peace? 

These and like questions that 
perturb the minds of Americans be- 
seak the deep popular concern for 
peace, the will to preserve peace. 
This concern and will are at bottom 
the counter-current of the people 
against the tide of war hysteria un- 
kashed by the monopolists. And it 
is this popular concern and will 
which were profoundly voiced in 
the challenge contained in the state- 
ments of Comrades Foster and Den- 
nis published in this issue: Is the 
Advocacy of Peace Treason? 


THE U.N.—PAST AND PRESENT 


In June of 1945, it will be remem- 
vered, the United Nations, meeting 
in San Francisco for its founding 





The Struggle For Peace 


conference, subscribed to a Charter 
enunciating the high purpose of 
guaranteeing the peace and security 
of the world and of furthering amic 
able relations and co-operation 
among the various states. This Char- 
ter reflected—and still reflects, de- 
spite the machinations of Wall 
Street imperialism and its satellites 
—the profound yearning of war- 
weary humanity for a just and dur- 
able peace. 

Hardly was the U.N. chartered, 
however, but the moneybags of the 
world, led by the profit-gorged men 
of the giant American corporations 
who are motivated by wild dreams 
of “American Century” world do- 
mination, set to work with the aim 
of wrecking the U.N., of dashing 
the peoples’ hopes for a lasting peace. 

The strategy has been a many- 
sided one. It involved undermining 
the U.N. from within by a constant, 
rat-like gnawing at the fundamental 
U.N. principle of the unanimity of 
the big powers; by the lining-up of 
U.S.-dominated puppets who sought 
to outdo one another in Sieg-heiling 
every word of the spokesmen of 
Wall Street; by the attempts to con- 
vert the U.N. into an agency of the 
U.S. State Department. It involved 
the by-passing of the U.N. with 
Truman Doctrines and Marshall 
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Plans (which served, at the same 
time, to bludgeon small nations into 
echoing the warmongering trades 
of the Dulleses and the Austins in 
the U.N. itself). It involved the 
flagrant violation by Anglo-Ameri- 
can imperialism of the solemn de- 
cisions of the U.N. condemning 
warmongering propaganda, provid- 
ing for disarmament, etc. It involved 
the most shamelessly demagogic lip- 
service to the defense and preserva- 
tion of the U.N., to the accompani- 
ment of the nakedly aggressive deeds 
of the Wall -Street “bipartisans” in 
China, in Turkey, in Greece. 

The beginnings of these develop- 
ments were to be seen at the first 
session of the U.N. General Assem- 
bly in 1946. But the peoples’ mem- 
ories of the recent holocaust were 
still too fresh, and so the inheritors 
of Hitler’s ambitions, the U.S. im- 
perialists, were obliged to observe 
certain vestiges of the wartime co- 
operation of the powers. Thus, the 
Soviet-proposed resolution for a gen- 
eral arms reduction and for the 
banning of atomic weapons was 
adopted, as was the resolution to ex- 
clude the butcher-Franco regime 
from the U.N. and to withdraw the 
envoys of U.N. member-states from 
Franco Spain. 

In marked contrast, the 1947 ses- 
sion was surrounded with a charged 
anti-Soviet atmosphere. The Soviet 
resolution against war propaganda 
was passed only after the most bitter 
opposition by the Western powers, 
and in amended form at that. The 


new role mapped out for the UN. 
by the Anglo-American imperialiss 
was manifested in the setting-up in 
gross violation of the U.N. Charter, 
of the “Interim Committee,” the 
Balkan commission, and the Korea 
commission—all of which wer 
given the role of cloaking Wal 
Street’s aggression while brazenly 
accusing the Soviet Union of a 
gressive intentions. 

The first stage of the third gs 
sion, concluded last December, sig 


nified another, even bigger, step f 


backward. Pressured by the brand. 
ishers of the atomic bomb, the UN. 
Assembly cynically rejected a num. 
ber of Soviet proposals to implement 
the U.N. Charter and previous UN. 
decisions. Thus, the resolution to 
reduce the arms and armed forces of 
the big powers by a third within 
a year, and the proposal to outlaw 
the atomic bomb and establish inter- 
national control, were both rejected. 
At the same time, under the aegis 


of the statesmen representing th R 


U.S. bankers, the Assembly com- 
pounded the guilt of the 1947 ses 
sion in setting up illegal expeditions 
to fish in the murky channels of ag- 
gression by further measures deal- 
ing with the Korean and Greek 
questions and with the “Interim 
Commitee.” 

Needless to say, the Assembly took 
no action on the host of other situa 
tions and questions which bode no 
good for the peace of the world. ln 
the light of this, it is easy to see why, 
in the closing hours of this session, 
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December 12, Soviet delegate 





(sow Foreign Minister of the 
VSS.R.) Andrei Y. Vishinsky de- 
jvered a withering attack on the 
lestern powers, charging: “This 
\ssembly will go down in the an- 
als of history as one which worked 
wward destroying peace.”’ 
That the record of achievement of 
e U.N. Security Council is no 
hit better is evident from an ex- 
mination merely of its recent special 
ion on the brutal Dutch invasion 
of Indonesia. The hypocritical at- 
itude of the imperialists was re- 
aled by Time magazine (Janu- 
ay 10). Reporting Soviet delegate 
fakov Malik’s demand: “Do the 
JS. and Britain intend, like Pontius 
Pilate, to wash their hands of the 
atter?” Time continues: 


There were indeed some ablutionary 
eestures in the council. Britain, France 
pod Belgium opposed any further ac- 
fin against the Netherlands for the 
mesent; the U.S. did not want to 
with its Western allies... . 
The scene, said one British delegate, 
as like Haydn’s Farewell Symphony 
in which the musicians leave the or- 
iestra pit one by one until only two 
violins are left). “The speeches started 
ia crescendo, Then people began slip- 
ping away one by one. At the end there 
was no one left and nothing to say.” 


This brief glance at the record of 
¢ U.N. underscores the irrefutable 
act that the imperialist wolf-pack, 
ed by Wall Street, is determined to 
ransform the U.N., from a potential 
eeting-ground of the powers to 


work out agreement in a co-operative 
spirit, from a potential barrier to ag- 
gression—into a rostrum for anti- 
Soviet warmongering, an instrument 
of imperialist intervention in the 
Balkans and elsewhere, and a cloak 
behind whose back frenzied war 
preparations may be conducted with 
impunity. 

But the U.N. does not yet com- 
pletely or easily lend itself to these 
nefarious purposes. The Soviet rep- 
resentatives indict the would-be war- 
makers without letup; they reaffirm 
before the whole world the consist- 
ent Soviet policy of peace, the sincere 
desire of the U.S.S.R. to settle all 
outstanding differences with the 
U.S.; and they, too, speak to all the 
peoples from the U.N. rostrum, and 
their messages—their calls for dis- 
armament, the banning of atomic 
weapons, the punishment of the im- 
perialist butchers in Indonesia, etc.— 
electrify millions in the colonial and 
dependent countries, in Europe, in 
the Americas, creating new hopes 
among all forces working for peace. 

The spokesmen of the magnificent 
new countries of People’s Democracy 
which are making great strides on 
the road to socialist emancipation— 
they, too, demand genuine interna- 
tional co-operation and expose the 
true nature of the Marshall Plan as 
part of Wall Street’s program to 
smash the sovereignty and economic 
recovery of European countries and 
to bribe the peoples for an anti- 
Soviet, imperialist war. 

It is for these reasons—because the 
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very existence of the U.N. embarasses 
the imperialists and complicates their 
war designs—that they are pursuing 
more and more the policy of by- 
passing the U.N., of setting up anti- 
Soviet political, military, and eco- 
nomic instrumentalities which they 
dominate completely. And this under 
the guise of “strengthening” the 
U.N! 

All this serves to highlight the bril- 
liant correctness of the many warn- 
ings sounded by the Communist 
Party, U.S.A. that labor and the 
people cannot rely on the U.N. auto- 
matically, per se, to preserve the 
peace—that the American people, and 
in the first place the working class, 
must wage an unyielding struggle 
against the cold war policies of the 
bipartisans, against the guns-not-but- 
ter budgets, against the North Atlan- 
tic Military Alliance for aggression, 
and must insist upon the restoration 
of the policy of American-Soviet col- 
laboration as the cornerstone of 
world peace. Today, the return to 
such a policy of peaceful co-opera- 
tion means that President Truman 
must be made to accept Premier 
Stalin’s offer for joint discussion— 
an offer which evoked from the 
American people, as from peoples the 
world over, a_ heart-felt response 
filled with hope of achieving an 
America-Soviet Peace Pact. 

All this serves also to expose the 
true nature of monopoly reaction’s 
unbridled assault on the Communist 
Party, of the redoubled efforts of the 
financiers to outlaw the champion 








fighter and leader in the struggle 
against imperialism, war, and fascism, 


A PACT FOR AGGRESSION 


The last issue of Political Affairs* 
dealt with the immense _intens. 
fication by Wall Street and Washing. 
ton since the November elections of 
economic, military, political and 
ideological preparations for the w. 
leashing of an aggressive, imperialis 
war. 

The events of each subsequent day 
offer ever-greater evidence of the 
frantic desperation, as well as of the 
chauvinistic arrogance, with which 
these measures are being pushed by 
the official and unofficial spokesmen 
of the Administration, by Congres, 
the big trusts, and all the “impartial” 
commentators of the capitalist-con- 
trolled press and radio. 

Of invaluable service to all Amer 
icans, who in the sincere search for 
peace would separate fact from fic 
tion, is the powerful searchlight of 
truth thrown on the “North Atlao- 
tic” Pact, its background, nature, and 
purposes, by the statement issued 
January 29 by the Soviet Ministy 
of Foreign Affairs. 

Discussing the “Treaty of Mutul 
Assistance and Collective Defens’ 
concluded in Brussels in March 194 
between Britain, France and th 
“Benelux” countries, which laid th 
basis for the “Western Union,” this 
statement shows the “Western Ur- 


* See Arnold Johnson, “The Politics of & 
Truman Administration,” Political Affairs, Mata 
1949. 
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ion” pact to be a “military-political 
supplement to the economic associa- 
tion of European countries that has 
been set up to carry through the 
Marshall Plan’ in Europe.” These 
solitico-military and economic group- 
ings of European powers have been 
set up under the supervision and 
control of Anglo-American imperial- 
ism for its own interests, with the 
aim of dominating Europe. 

The Soviet White Paper makes 
clear the fact that this is a bloc of 
colonial powers, and that on 


the pretext of preventing a situation 
that would endanger the so-called “eco- 
nomic stability” of the signatories of 
that Pact, they are preparing to employ 
military measures and every kind of 
repression against the working class 
and the growing democratic forces 
within those states, as well as against 
the mounting liberation movement of 
the peoples in the colonies and depend- 


ent countries. 


The Soviet statement demonstrates 
that the Western European powers, 
in travelling along the path of pre- 
paring to make war on the Soviet 
Union and the Eastern European 
democracies, are becoming politically 
and economically dependent on the 
dollar imperialists. At the same time, 
however, the “Western Union” pact 
is intensifying the contradictions be- 
tween the United States and Europe, 
as well as the contradictions among 
the European “Western Union” 
states themselves. The Western bloc 
does not and will not mean the eco- 


nomic stabilization and recovery of 
Europe, but signifies rather increas- 
ing economic difficulties, growing 
armaments burdens, and intensified 
internal political difficulties. 

Turning to the “North Atlantic” 
Alliance, the Soviet White Paper an- 
nounces: 


The aims of the North Atlantic Alli- 
ance are much more far-reaching than 
those of the West European grouping, 
and it is quite easy to see that these 
aims are very closely interwoven with 
plans for the violent establishment of 
Anglo-American world supremacy un- 
der the aegis of the United States of 
America. 


The Soviet statement exposes the 
pressure and preparations for Nor- 
way, Denmark, Sweden, Franco 
Spain, Portugal, and Italy to join 
this aggressive alliance; it reveals that 
the member-states are following this 
aggressive course “because all too 
often they dare not undertake any 
real solution of the domestic problems 
that have matured in their own coun- 
tries in keeping with the new histori- 
cal situation”; it shows how Western 
Germany and Japan are being read- 
ied for anti-Soviet aggression; and 
it indicts the ruling circles of the 
United States, who 


immediately after the termination of 
the Second World War, began estab- 
lishing air and naval bases in both the 
Atlantic and in the Pacific as well as on 
many remote seas, including areas lo- 
cated thousands and thousands of kilo- 
meters from the United States’ boun- 
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daries. Since that time the number of 
American war bases, far from being 
reduced, has been considerably multi- 
plied, both in the Eastern and in the 
Western hemispheres, in the countries 
of Europe and in the countries of Amer- 
ica, Asia and Africa. Entire states, 
especially from among those situated 
close to the boundaries of the U.S.S.R, 
have been prepared to provide conven- 
ient bridgeheads for the Anglo-Ameri- 
can air forces and other facilities for 
attacking the U.S.S.R.... ' 

No reasonable person could claim 
that this was being done to provide for 
the defense of the United States. It is 
known, on the other hand, that no 
danger of aggression has existed for the 
United States since the Second World 
War which ended in the defeat of the 
aggressive Powers. 


The Soviet statement shows how 
the U.S. State Department has sys- 
tematically sought to interfere in the 
domestic affairs of the Eastern Euro- 
pean Peoples Democracies, while si- 
multaneously refusing to keep its 
agreements with the US.S.R., reject- 
ing all offers to negotiate a settlement 
on the Berlin question, and engag- 
ing in a trade boycott of the Soviet 
Union. 

The document issued by the Min- 
istry of Foreign Affairs of the 
U.S.S.R. provides a detailed analysis 
of the U.S. State Department’s claim 
that the Atlantic Alliance is in keep- 
ing with the U.N. Charter and is 
designed to “strengthen” the U.N. It 
proves that the very opposite is the 
case: the creation of the various pacts 
and blocs is without the knowledge 


of, and distinctly in opposition to 
the U.N. 


In actual fact, the knocking togethe 
of the North Atlantic Alliance, head. 
ing a whole series of specific grouping 
of states in various parts of the glob, 
represents the final breaking away of 
the present policy of the United Stats 
and Great Britain from the policy una. 
imously conducted by the Government 
of the United States, Great Britain and 
the Soviet Union, together with many 
other nations, when the United Nation; 
organization was being created and its 
charter drawn up and endorsed. . . . 

In actual fact the North Atlantic Al. 
liance and its associated groupings of 
states, headed by the ruling circles of 
the United States and Great Britain, 
constitute a direct undermining of the 
United Nations organization. Toda 
these groupings aim at undermining 
the authority of the United Nations or- 
ganization, tomorrow they may bring 
about the destruction of this organiz- 
tion. Not for nothing have the founds 
tions of this organization been system- 
atically undermined in the last thre 
years, which is especially reflected in 
the striving to do away with the prin 
ciple of five-power unanimity in st 
tling all the major issues ensuring un: 
versal peace and international security, 
as laid down in the Charter. 


The incisive Soviet statement 
poses the demagogy of the U.S. State 
Department’s protestations that the 
Atlantic Alliance is a “regional’ 
agreement for defense. Demanding 
to know why the Combined Chiels 
of Staff have continued to operate i 
Washington behind a curtain of 
secrecy after the defeat of the Axi 
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powers, it lays bare the insidious 
policy of the American war foment- 
ers in creating not one, but numerous 
“blocs” of nations in all parts of the 
globe. The “North Atlantic” Pact 
itself covers two hemispheres, and 
ranges as far north as Norway, south 
to Algeria, and east to Italy. In addi- 
tion, an “Inter-American Pact” of a 
military nature has been concluded 
at Rio de Janeiro, and plans inspired 
by the State Department are well un- 
der way for an “East Mediterranean 
Pact” (Greece, Turkey, the Middle 
East, etc.) and a “Southeast Asian 
Pact” (which is the chief significance 
of the recent conference of Asian 
powers in India for the ostensible 
purpose of “doing something” about 
the Dutch attack on Indonesia). In 
regard to these maneuvers, the Soviet 
statement notes that “from the very 
outset the ruling circles of the United 
States have taken over control of this 
entire business.” 
It is therefore clear that 


the so-called “new departure” in the 
foreign policy of the ruling circles of 
these states consists in that they revert 
to the old anti-Soviet course of foreign 
policy based on the isolation of the 
USS.R., which they followed in the 
years preceding the Second World War 
and which almost led to the complete 
destruction of European civilization. 


The enormous—in fact, the all-im- 
portant — miscalculation of Wall 
Sueet, in keeping with its traditional 
apitalist contempt for human be- 
ings, consists in the monopolists’ un- 
drestimation of the immense power 


of peace-loving humanity and their 
overestimation of the role of money 
and atomic bombs. In this respect, 
the self-appointed global emperors— 
who openly debate how long it will 
be before science can launch rocket- 
ships into space from which it will 
be possible, in their view, to ensure 
domination of the earth; these Dol- 
lar Century gentry differ in no way 
from their predecessors throughout 
history, not excluding the “geopoli- 
ticians” who but recently resided in 
Berlin. And in like manner, their 
world-domination plans are destined 
to be smashed on the rock of the 
peoples’ resistance. 

As the Ministry of Foreign Affairs 
of the U.S.S.R., in its above-quoted 
pronouncement on the North Atlan- 
tic War Alliance, states: 


. . the signing of these or any other 
similar pacts does not serve as a guar- 
antee and does not yet provide an op- 
portunity for the realization of the 
aggressive aims set by the inspirers of 
such pacts. 

One should recall in this connection 
the unanimous support given in demo- 
cratic circles of all countries to the well- 
known statement of the head of the 
Soviet Government, J. V. Stalin, that 
“the horrors of the recent war are too 
fresh in the memory of the peoples, and 
the public forces in favor of peace are 
too strong for Churchill’s pupils in 
aggression to be able to overpower 
them and turn them towards a new 


war. 


In redoubling their energetic efforts 
to frustrate the “new look” Munich- 
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ism—the line of national betrayal to 
the hyenas of Wall Street adopted by 
the reactionary ruling classes—the 
peace forces of the world are attract- 
ing and mobilizing growing masses 

and simultaneously earning the 
venomous hatred of the economic 
royalists, who cry out in protest 
against a “peace offensive.” 

That is why the Communist Par- 
ties of a whole number of countries 

-France, Italy, Britain, Belgium, 
the Netherlands, etc——have cour- 
ugeously voiced the true sentiments 
ot their nations in forthright state- 
ments denouncing Wall Street im- 
perialism and solemnly warning that 
their people will not offer themselves 
for a new bloodbath. 


IS FIGHTING FOR PEACE 
“TREASON”? 


In the light of the foregoing, the 
true nature and significance of the 
Statement to the press and of the 
Open Letter to President Truman 
issued by William Z. Foster and 
Eugene Dennis, Chairman and Gen- 
eral Secretary of the Communist 
Party, U.S.A. (reprinted in this issue 
of Political Affairs) would appear to 
be as clear as daylight. 

In dramatically projecting the peo- 
ple’s deep yearnings for peace, rais- 
ing high the banner of working-class 
internationalism, and indicting the 
Wall Street monopolists as the chief 
enemy of the American people no less 
than of world peace, Comrades Fos- 
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ter and Dennis have performed a ge. 
vice of inestimable patriotic value jp 
all Americans. 

In an atmosphere of unprecedented 
terror and_ persecution — directed 
against the Communist Party ang 
the whole democratic, anti-war 
movement, the Communist leaders 
have bravely cut through the hyster 
and placed the guilt for war prepar 
tions and warmongering where ; 
belongs: on Wall Street imperialism 
This message is reaching, and mu 
continue to reach, millions of peace 
loving Americans, It cannot bu 
bring home to our whole people, and 
especially to the working class—at 
time when the immense economic 
political, and social effects of Wal 
Street’s war drive are manifesting 
themselves in every home, factory, 
and farm in the form of a developing 
crisis, increasing lynch terror and 
discrimination, and the scrapping o! 
basic democratic rights—that we our 
selves, the American people, are pay- 
ing heavily and will suffer even mor 
heavily in the future, as a result o! 
this monopoly drive to war and fas 
cism. The result can only be th 
growth of the conscious, organize! 
peace movement in the United States 
—and further encouragement to tht 
world-wide peace camp. 

But beyond this, in warning Wal 
Street that if it should succeed in 
plunging the world into war th 
Communists “would oppose it as a 


unjust, aggressive, imperialist wat, 
an anti 


and 


as an undemocratic 
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Socialist war, destructive of the deep- 
est interests of the American people 
and all humanity”—in so doing, 
Comrades Foster and Dennis attain 
the highest peaks of true defense of 
the national interests of the American 
people against the monopolies and of 
proletarian internationalism. Only 
history—our sons and daughters, and 
in turn their descendants—will be 
able fully to assess the immense value 
and significance of this heroic decla- 
ration. 

The leaders of our Party—the Party 
of scientific socialism, of Marxism- 
Leninism—are performing a duty 
and a service to the working class 
and to the nation which no other 
social force in our country is today 
capable of assuming. 

Before the recent war, the voice of 
outraged humanity cried out: “Look, 
they're burning the books in Berlin! 
They are setting Germany afire with 
fascist brutality and war prepara- 
tions!” Germany has not yet lived 
down its shame, its guilt. The memo- 
ries of the crimes committed by Hit- 
le-Germany are not quickly eradi- 
cated. 

This is the fate which the Com- 
munist leaders would have us avert. 
Historic, proven leaders of the Amer- 
ian working-class movement, they 
have not flinched from the ines- 
capable duty of warning our whole 
people that aggression is once more 
afoot, that new crimes are being 
committed and even more catas- 
trophic ones planned—and that the 


plotters, the criminal war incendi- 
aries, are the ruling clique of our 
own country, the two hundred fami- 
lies, the profiteering men of the 
trusts. 

In deliberately distorting this his- 
toric document, in heaping their cal- 
umny on the Communist leaders, in 
basely attempting to paint the Com- 
munists and the whole peace move- 
ment as “traitors,” the agents of 
finance capital are acting as desper- 
ately—and ultimately as vainly—as 
have all the doomed ruling classes 
throughout history. Their frenzy and 
hysteria will not long sit well with 
a people and a working class which 
has nothing to gain and everything 
to lose from the crises, mass unem- 
ployment and misery, chauvinism 
and lynchings, assaults on democ- 
racy, and the hatching of aggression 
which is the hallmark of imperialist 
capitalism. These stark facts indict 
dying capitalism, and in the first place 
its final citadel, Wall Street, as the 
real traitors to our country’s tradi- 
tions, to the people’s aspirations for 
peace, economic security, and true 
democracy. 

No, Mr. Truman! Despite all your 
demagogy, your bravado, your fake 
200 per cent “Americanism,” growing 
hundreds of thousands in our coun- 
try, growing millions throughout the 
world, are learning that you and 
your “bipartisans,” acting on behalf 
of profit-mad, bloodthirsty Wall 
Street, are the real betrayers—the be- 
trayers of the Roosevelt peace policy 
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of U.S.Soviet co-operation, of the 
people’s peace which was to follow 
the anti-fascist war, of the colonial 
movements for national liberation to 
which you pay lip-service, of the elec- 
tion campaign promises on which 
you rode to office, of every decent 
human value and aspiration of the 
American people and of all peoples! 

It is you who are before the peo- 
ple’s bar of justice, and it you who 
cannot answer, frankly and straight- 
forwardly, that question which our 
Comrades Foster and Dennis, in the 
very svirit and words of truth, term 
“the real‘ issue of our day”: “Are 
your policies leading America and 
the world to war or peace?” 

But need we really ask? 

Do you not, on behalf of your 
banker-general masters, really tell us 
—albeit deviously and in the manner 
of the Japanese “thought-control” 
police-state? Do you not answer with 
the frame-up indictment and trial of 
the Communist leaders launched by 
your Southern Bourbon Attorney- 
General, Tom Clark, and a hand- 
picked jury of lily-white bankers and 
insurance executives—a trial presided 
over by a Wall Street jurist who arro- 
gantly metes out class “justice”? 

Does not every word and deed of 
your Administration carry the brand 
—Made in Wall Street—and the pur- 
pose—war and fascism? 


THE STRUGGLE FOR PEACE 


The article by Comrade John Wil- 
liamson, “Rising Unemployment 


Marks Start of Crisis,” published ip 


the Daily Worker on March 25, & §. 


clares: 


The National Committee of the Com, fi 


munist Party firmly believes that ths 
new unemployment situation marks tk 
onset of another crisis of over-produ. 
tion. It threatens to develop into a ful. 
blown cyclical crisis, with all its attend. 
ant mass misery and economic chan 


This statement points out furthe 
that: 


By intensifying the war drive, Wa 
Street is aggravating the crisis ax 
heaping new burdens on the shoulders 
of all the toiling people. Unable » 
solve the crisis, the monopolists and a 
their agents are becoming more an 
more desperate, are increasingly reson. 
ing to police-state rule, are turning 
fascism and imperialist war. 


It is clear that as the problem o 
finding markets for the growin 
“surpluses” becomes ever more severe, 
the aggressiveness and desperation of 
the cartellists can be expected to grow 
apace. This can only result in: 
speeding-up of Wall Street’s wa 
drive in accordance with the illusoy 
hope of “cushioning” the crisis by 
expanded war production—and in «- 
cordance with the more grandios 
dream of “finally” settling “all” th 
problems, of “resolving” all the con 
tradictions of imperialism at one fel 
swoop by a new imperialist world 
war for world domination by US. 
finance capital. 

But the developing economic crisi 
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_which will be deepened, not 


‘E ‘slved,” by increased warmongering 


and war preparations—also will make 
it greatly more difficult for reaction 
to “sell its program” to the people 
and to carry through its plans. 

The developing crisis is heaping 
immense new burdens-on the work- 
ing people: growing mass unem- 
ployment and “creeping,” “hidden” 
unemployment (part-time employ- 
ment), speedup, sharply reduced real 
wages, etc. These stark facts—in 
sharp contrast to the swelling, moun- 
tainous profits of the giant corpora- 
tions—are helping to tear the mask 
off the purpose and nature of the 
war preparations. 

In their growing resentment 
against these conditions and these 
burdens, the masses are looking for 
leadership. Where the Left-progres- 
sive forces come forward and boldly 
provide this leadership the mood of 
the people to struggle breaks through. 
That the workers will not “take it 
lying down” is evidenced particularly 
in the mounting resistance to speed- 
up; in the pressing demands of the 
wade-union rank and file for wage 
increases despite the road-blocks set 
up by the labor bureaucrats; in the 
workers’ growing insistence for the 
complete repeal without delay of the 
Taft-Hartley Act; in the pressing de- 
mands for the enactment of pro- 
grams of educational assistance, pub- 
lic health, and housing. These moods 
ue further evidenced in the Negro 
people’s rising insistence for an end 


to filibusters and “compromises”— 
better said, collusion—with the fili- 
busterers; for an end to the year-in, 
year-out division of labor between 
Administration demagogy and Con- 
gressional stand-pat for keeping the 
Negro people enchained. 

The people want peace. Even 
though the Marshall Plan demagogy 
has made inroads among the masses, 
it is only because it is peddled as 
a measure for peace, as well as for 
jobs. The warmakers, the undermin- 
ers of the U.N., would not dare to 
carry on propaganda tor their North 
Atlantic Pact, except by cynically 
presenting it as a “guarantee for 
peace” and a “bulwark of the U.N.” 

The major political task is to help 
the masses make the connection be- 
tween the Atlantic Military Alliance 
and the cold war, and their deterior- 
ating living and working conditions, 
between their aspirations for peace 
and their mood to struggle for jobs, 
social welfare, and democratic rights. 
It is necessary to help them see the 
connection between the trade-union 
bureaucrats’ pro-imperialist policies 
and their pussy-footing—and actual 
sabotage—all the way down the line 
on such vital issues as wage increases, 
Taft-Hartley repeal, speedup, and so 
on. 
The war hysteria of the bipartisans, 
of the press war-lords and their hire- 
lings, of clerical reactionaries, and of 
Wall Street’s labor lieutenants, is not 
the voice of the people. The masses 
want peace, Truman’s election vic- 
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tory was due in great measure to the 
oft-repeated avowal — mistakenly 
trusted by the people—that he was 
committed to a policy of peace. The 
American people, in their will for 
peace, cannot and do not go along 
with Truman’s cynical rejection of 
Premier Stalin’s proposal for a meet- 
ing to settle the outstanding differ- 
ences. 

The American monopolies and 
their Administration fear above all 
the potential mass mobilization of 
the people’s peace sentiment. That is 
why they are resorting to every pos- 
sible measure to silence the slightest 
protest, and where they cannot si- 
lence, to let loose a wave of hysteria. 
Thus, the shocking spectacle — 
fraught with such grave dangers to 
what little there is left of the people’s 
democratic rights—presented by the 
police-state sabotage, together with 
fomented extra-legal terrorization, on 
the occasion of the momentous Cul- 
tural and Scientific Conference for 
World Peace convening on these 
shores. 

The effort of the warmakers to 
throttle the people’s will to peace, is 
revealed in the colossal frame-up trial 
of the leaders of the Communist 
Party, the veteran and proven cham- 
pion of peace. None but the most 
gullible can fail to make the con- 
nection between the savage attack 
upon the integrity, the very existence 
of the Communist Party, and the 
savagery of the present war hysteria. 
Communism on trial is peace on trial. 
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The peace-desiring people of Ame. 
ica must be made to realize that her 
is a gigantic conspiracy to railroad 
the vanguard fighters for peace ip 
the hope of making it easier to launc) 
a criminal, aggressive, imperialig 
world war. The peace-loving people 
of America must be made to reali 
that in this fateful hour, the begin. 
ning of the fight for peace is th 
defense of the Communist leader, 
of the Communist Party. 

The Communists have demo. 
strated in the past and reaffirm and 
demonstrate today, full readines 
and desire to work jointly with al 
Americans who cherish peace an 
strive to safeguard the peace, regaré. 
less of differences in ideology ani 
political philosophy. This is the 
hour for stressing the bond the 
unites all decent Americans: the urge 
for peace, 

This is the fateful hour for geo 
erating the broadest possible action- 
on a small scale and on a mass scale 
locally and nationally—in the shops 
and communities, in the trade union 
and other mass organizations, on the 
campuses and in the churches, i 
every walk of life. Such action mus 
have as its central slogan the people 
demand that President Truman met 
with Premier Stalin in order to cor 
clude a decisive settlement of ou 
standing differences—an Americat- 
Soviet peace pact. 

If an unimaginably horrible wars 
to be averted—and it can and mus 
be averted!—such a settlement mus 
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uke place. But a peace pact with the 
Soviet Union—the people’s answer to 
an Atlantic Pact for military aggres- 
sion—will only result from the fullest 
expression of the will to peace of the 
people, in the first place of the work- 
ing class. 


American trade-unionists, work- 
ers, all progressives and peace-loving 


Americans must make their voices 
heard. 

End the cold war! Scrap the Atlan- 
tic Alliance for aggression! 

Defend the hard-won democratic 
rights of the people! 

Stop the war preparations! Jobs 
and homes—not guns! 

For an American-Soviet Peace 
Pact! 





“Imperialism is the epoch of finance capital and of monopolies, which 
introduce everywhere the striving for domination, not for freedom. The 
result of these tendencies is reaction all along the line, whatever the 
political system, and extreme intensification of existing antagonisms in 


this domain also.” 


V. I. Lenin, Imperialism: The Highest Stage of Capitalism, p. 120. 











by George Morris 


Tue Assocration oF Catholic Trade 
Unionists (A.C.T.U.) and a chain of 
some 100 labor schools operated by it, 
diocesan and Jesuit institutions, have 
developed into one of the principal 
channels of clerical reaction in Amer- 
ica. They are the machinery for train- 
ing “Catholic Action” cadres in the 
ranks of the organized labor move- 
ment. In the recent period the hier- 
archy’s agents have increased their 
aggressiveness and revealed more 
boldly their real objectives in the 
American trade-union movement. 

The Archbishop of Portland, in- 
vited to deliver the invocation, but 
really to keynote, the C.I.O. conven- 
tion in that city, submitted to that 
gathering the A.C.T.U.’s seven-point 
“industry council” program which, 
he said, “admirably summarized” the 
Papal perspective for labor. He asked 
its adoption by the C.LO. 

Responding to the address, Presi- 
dent Phi&p Murray said the proposal 
of the Archbishop “encompasses the 
program” of the C.I.O. and is being 
followed. 

The leaders of the C.L.O.,, in asking 
the convention to reaffirm endorse- 
ment of the Bishop’s proposal, did 
not inform the delegates that it is 
18 
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the A.C.T.U. program they wer 
asking them to endorse. In fact, the 
C.L.O. leaders chalgenge the charg 
that it is the A.C.T.U. program; they 
went to the extent of a 5,000-word 
article in the C.O. News to develop 
the claim that it was Murray who 
originated the “council” plan at th 
start of the war. 

A discussion on the origin of the 
plan would be of only academic 
value. The question is, what is be. 
hind that “plan” and why do th 
A.C.T.U. and other Roman Catholic 
publications attach such importance 
to its endorsement by the CLO,’ 

Before entering thto a discussion of 
this question, we deem it necessary 
to state that it is not the intention of 
this article to discuss the religious 
doctrines of the Roman Catholic 
Church, or the religious sentiment 
of the millions of the Catholic faith 
We are solely concerned with the 
role of the Vatican State, and its 
hierarchy, as a political force and 
influence in the trade unions of the 
United States. 

The A.C.T.U. plan is a “simple” 
one. It calls for “planned and orgat- 
ized” production and distribution, 
not through the government, becaus 
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that would “destroy freedom,” but 
by “re-creating the basic natural part- 
nership” of capital and labor. “The 
true aim of organized labor, there- 
fore, should be to recover its position 
as an equal partner with capital.” 
The first step in that direction is the 
stting up in each industry of a “joint 
industry council” composed of repre- 
sentatives of industry, labor and gov- 
ernment which should “undertake 
the planning and organizing of its 
industry for the general welfare.” 
These councils, federated by regions, 
should form a National Economic 
Council to undertake the “planning 
and organizing for the entire national 
economy.” 

That, we are told, is the remedy 
for class conflict and for depressions, 
the way to bring “industrial democ- 
racy” to America. 

Its program, says the A.C.T.U., 
is based on the much publicized en- 
cyclicals of the Popes on labor, pri- 
marily the Rerum Novarum of Leo 
XIII in 1891, and the Quadragesimo 
Anno of Pius XI in 1931. The latter, 
taking into account 40 years’ experi- 
ence, amended the former in some 
practical respects to meet new prob- 
lems confronted by the Romran Cath- 
dic hierarchy. The Rerum Novarum, 
to use the title of one of the pam- 
phlets issued by the Paulist Fathers, 
is “Labor’s Charter of Liberty.” It 
is the textbook and bible of the 
Catholic Labor Schools. Most people, 
unfortunately, take the title for 
granted and seldom look into the 


actual text of the encyclicals upon 
which the “Catholic philosophy of 
labor” is based. 


WHAT DID LEO XIII SAY? 


Few people know that the Rerum 
Novarum was issued in a move by 
the Vatican to stem the rapid spread 
of Socialist consciousness among the 
workers of the world and the flow of 
millions of workers into the growing 
trade-union movement. The year 
1891 saw. the two-year old Socialist 
International spreading rapidly and 
building a mass base in many coun- 
tries, particularly those with pre- 
dominantly Catholic workers. The 
Socialist parties were as yet not domi- 
nated by the treacherous opportun- 
ism and class collaboration revision- 
ism of later days. They still based 
themselves on the principles of the 
class struggle. 

Catholic workers by the millions 
entered the Socialist parties and So- 
cialist-led unions, although forbidden 
to do so by their Church. Strike strug- 
gles swept through numerous lands 
with Roman Catholic workers ac- 
tively engaged in them. Leo XIII, 
therefore, began as follows in his 
“charter of liberty” to labor: 


It is not surprising that the spirit of 
revolutionary change, which has long 
been predominant in the nations of the 
world, should have passed beyond 
politics and made its influence felt in 
the cognate field of practical econ- 
omy. .. . Therefore, Venerable Breth- 


ren, as on former occasions, when ® 
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seemed opportune to refute false teach- 
ings, We have addressed you in the 
interest of the Church .. . . so now 
We have thought it useful to speak on 
the Condition of Labor... the 
danger lies in this, that crafty agitators 
constantly make use of these disputes 
to pervert men’s judgements and to stir 
up the people to sedition. 


The document then attempts to 
refute the fundamental position of 
the Socialists. In every case the Vati- 
can aimed for the uninformed, preju- 
diced mind and made use of the most 
common distortions of Marxism. 
Thus, Leo XIII exploited the “divide 
everything” idea falsely ascribed to 
Socialists: 


To remedy these evils the Socialists, 
working on the poor man’s envy of 
the rich, endeavor to destroy private 
property, and maintain that individual 
possessions should become the common 
property of all, to be administered by 
the State or by municipal bodies. 


From the above distortion, so often 
found in N.A.M. advertisements to- 
day, Leo XIII concluded that Social- 
ism deprives the workers of the “lib- 
erty of disposing of his wages.” The 
Rerum Novarum deliberately ignores 
the repeated declaration of Marxists 
since the Communist Manifesto of 
1848, that socialization is aimed not 
at the individual private possessions 
of a person but at the means of pro- 
duction and exploitation in the hands 
of the capitalists and landowners. 
Leo XIII also attempted to deal with 


the agrarian problem affecting pr. 
dominantly Catholic countries, apj 
particularly the vast land holding 
of the Roman Catholic hierarchy. Ty 
the Marxist demand for land reform 
and abolition of the big estates, Ley 
XIII said, “. . . those who assert this 
do not perceive that they are robbing 
man of what his own labor has pro- 
duced.” The owners of land have 
made it fruitful, said Leo XIII, 3 
though the big landowners, who 
would be the losers, had achieved 
their vast holdings by personal tilling 
He lumped the peasant with the big 
landowners, and asked: 


Is it just that the fruit of a man’ 
sweat and labor should be enjoyed by 
another? . . . The authority of Divine 
Law adds its sanction, forbidding us in 
the gravest terms even to covet thi 
which is another’s: “Thou shalt no 
covet thy neighbor’s wife; nor his 
house, nor his field, nor his manser. 
vant, nor his maidservant, nor his ox, 
nor his ass, nor anything which is his. 


Thus, land reform and socializ- 
tion of the huge multi-billion dolla 
monopolized industries would be a 
act against God’s commandments 
and the “laws of nature,” warned 
the Rerum Novarum, in the name 
of the Lowly Nazarene, of cours 
The landowners whose lands have 
in recent years been distributed 
among East Europe’s peasantry cer 
tainly like such use of the Scriptures 

Leo XIII also exploited another 
common lie against the Marxists- 
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that they aim to destroy the family 
and replace “paternal authority” by 
the State. That was largely aimed at 
the developing public school system 
and child labor restriction. “The So- 
cialists, therefore, in setting aside the 
parent and introducing the provi- 
dence of the state, act against natural 
justice, and threaten the very exist- 
ence of family life,” said Leo XIII. 

In language which Big Business 
uses today for its main ammunition 
against Socialism, Leo XIII said the 
Socialist state would subject the peo- 
ple to “odious and intolerable slav- 
ery,” and kill incentives because of 
the “community of goods.” The 
profit incentive is viewed as “the na- 
tural right of mankind.” 

Another section of the Rerum No- 
varum describes the role of the Ro- 
man Catholic Church in paralyzing 
and discouraging the struggles of the 
toiling people against exploitation. 
The fact that some people exploit and 
others labor and suffer, is a law of 
nature and “must remain as it is.” 
Leo XIII continued: 


The Socialists may do their utmost, 
but all striving against nature is 
vain... the consequences of sin are 
bitter and hard to bear, and they must 
be with man as long as life lasts. To 
suffer and to endure, therefore, is the 
lot of humanity; let men try as they 
may, no strength, no artifice will ever 
succeed in banishing from human life 
the ills and troubles which beset it. 


Exploited people, says this “Labor’s 


Charter of Liberty” must take their 
lot meekly and look somewhere be- 
yond this earth for relief from suffer- 
ing. Advice against struggle and mili- 
tant resistance runs throughout the 
document: 


God has not created us for the perish- 
able and transitory things on earth, 
but for things heavenly and everlast- 
ing; He has given us this world as a 
place of exile, and not as our true coun- 
try ...and no man can hope for 
eternal reward unless he follow on the 
bloods-stained footprints of his Savior. 
“If we suffer with Him we shall also 
reign with Him”... and God Him- 
self chose to seem and be considered 
the son of a carpenter—nay, did not 
disdain to spend a great part of His 
life as a carpenter Himself. . . . Nay, 
God Himself seems to incline more to 
those who suffer evil: for Jesus Christ 
calls the poor blessed. 


It need hardly be said here that 
the world’s millions of Catholics have 
in actual life not been guided by the 
above directives of the Vatican. Even 
the most faithful churchgoing work- 
ers fight tooth and nail, at times for 
many months, for even a small im- 
provement of their lot on earth. They 
don’t accept the dogma that the lot 
of the worker under capitalism was 
so ordained and that an effort to 
change it is disobedience to the will 


of God. 
THE VATICAN’S “CONCESSIONS” 


Cognizant, however, that its ad- 
monition would have little effect on 
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the faithful who are far more con- 
cerned with material and cultural 
things on earth than promises in the 
hereafter, the Vatican did concede 
that something might be done to re- 
lieve the lot of the “poor”—but not 
through the class struggle: 


The great mistake that is made in 
the matter now under consideration 
is to possess oneself of the idea that 
class is naturally hostile to class; that 
rich and poor are intended by nature 
to be at war with one another .. . it 
is ordained by nature that those two 
classes should exist in harmony and 
agreement, and should, as it were, fit 
into one another, so as to maintain the 
equilibrium of the body politic. Each 
requires the other; Capital cannot do 
without Labor, nor Labor without 
Capital. 


It is based on this section of the 
document that the Vatican’s labor 
ideologists have been building a re- 
actionary utopia of labor-capital peace 
through so-called “Industry Council 
plans,” with employers opening the 
gates of “partnership” to their em- 
ployees. The Rerum Novarum sets 
forth within the limits of this class 
collaborationist concept what it calls 
“Workingmen’s Rights.” It is those 
“rights” that are supposed to add up 
to a “Charter of Liberty.” 

It is the “natural right of man” to 
join an association of workmen, says 
the Rerum Novarum, but, it adds 
more emphatically, “there are times, 
no doubt, when it is right that the 
law should interfere to prevent asso- 
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ciation; as when men join together 
for purposes which are evidently bad, 
unjust, or dangerous to the State, Ip 
such cases the public authority may 
justly forbid the formation of ass. 
ciations, and may dissolve them when 
they already exist.” 

It need hardly be added that Leo 
XIII had in mind this pattern of a 
Taft-Hartley Law for suppression of 
the fast-growing Socialist-led unions 
like those of most European coun- 
tries. The police state authority over 
unions that he suggests is a familiar 
pattern today, especially in the cleri- 
cal dictatorships of South America, 
Quebec, Portugal, and Spain. Bu 
what type of union is a Roma 
Catholic permitted to join? There 
are unions, Leo XIII said, “in the 
hands of invisible leaders” managed 
on principles “far from compatible 
with Christianity.” This leaves Ro- 
man Catholics the choice to “ 
either join associations in which their 
religion will not be exposed to peril 
or form associations among them- 


selves.” And the Pope added: 


No one who does not wish to expos 
man’s chief good to extreme danger 
will hesitate to say that the second 
alternative must by all means be 
adopted. 


On that decree the movement for 
separate Roman Catholic trade un- 
ions was initiated. The much vaunt- 
ed right to join unions was simply 
recognition of the fact that Catholics 
were joining unions anyway. This 
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was an effort to divert them into spe- 
ial Catholic-controlled unions, some- 
what like the generosity of American 
employers in the twenties when they 
patronizingly provided company un- 
ions for the employees to keep them 
from the wicked “outside” unions. 

On the right to strike, Leo XIII 
noted that on occasions there is jus- 
tice on the side of the workingman. 
But, he added, “. . . there are not a 
few who are imbued with bad prin- 
ciples and are anxious for revolution- 
ary change and whose great purpose 
it is to stir up tumult and bring about 
a policy of violence. The authority 
of the State should intervene to put 
restraint upon these disturbers, to 
save the workmen from their sedi- 
tious arts, and to protect lawful own- 
ers from their spoliation.” This 
should make our present-day union- 
busters feel like “good Catholics.” 

Regarding hours of labor, Leo XIII 
admonished employers not to require 
their employees to “labor on Sundays 
and certain festivals” or to work 
them so hard as to “stupefy their 
minds and wear out their bodies.” 
It is noteworthy that where clerical 
influence does hold sway, workers 
ae generally squeezed to the point 
just short of exhaustion. 

As to wages, state regulation is 
called for only to see that “each shall 
obtain its own” but “not under any 
other circumstances.” A “just wage” 
is one sufficient for the “reasonable 
and frugal comfort” of the wage 
carner. Throughout the document 
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the emphasis is on the workman's 
right to enough for “self-preserva- 
tion” and “existence.” But there is 
nothing to indicate a right to any- 
thing even a little better. 

As regards child labor, the Rerum 
Novarum merely cautions employers 
not to place children in factories “un- 
til their bodies and minds are sufh- 
ciently mature.” When a child be- 
comes “mature” for factory work was 
never explained by the Vatican. But 
its Opposition to state authority to de- 
termine that, has to this day been 
one of the main obstacles to obtain- 
ing enough state ratifications in the 
United States (notably New York) 
to place a child labor ban in the 
Constitution. 

To woman the Papal philosophy 
assigns a position of social inferiority, 
of subjection. The woman “is by 
nature fitted for home-work,” said 
Leo XIII, “and it is that which is 
adapted at once to preserve her mod- 
esty and promote the good bringing 
up of children.” 

With respect to the problem of 
relief for unemployed in need, the 
Rerum Novarum boasts of the 
Church's role to “spare them the 
shame of begging” and adds: 


At the present day there are many 
who, like the heathen of old, blame 
and condemn the Church for this 
beautiful charity. They would  sub- 


stitute in its place a system of State- 
organized relief. But no human method 
will ever supply for the devotion and 
self-sacrifice of 


Christian charity. 
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Charity, as a virtue, belongs to the 
Church; for it is no virtue unless it is 
drawn from the Sacred Heart of Jesus 
Christ; and he who turns his back on 
the Church cannot be near to Christ. 


From the above it should be clear 
that the Rerum Novarum is hardly 
more than a “liberalization” of feud- 
alism to meet the onrushing tide of 
the working-class movement. At best 
it is the kind of “charter of labor” 
that American capitalists were wil- 
ling to concede in post-Civil War 
days. Actually it was the Roman 
Catholic hierarchy’s feeble and be- 
lated effort to reply to the Commu- 
nist Manifesto of 1848 and to retard 
the developing socialist consciousness 
among Europe’s Catholic masses. 


ADJUSTMENT FOR WHAT? 
Ideologists of the A.C.T.U. like 


Norman C. McKenna in his pam- 
phlet, The Catholic Worker and His 
Union, boast that the Vatican ad- 
justs its views to changing condi- 
tions. He cites the Quadragesimo 
Anno of Pius XI of 1931. Pius XI 
did not amend the reactionary char- 
acter of the 1891 document; he took 
some practical measures for its pos- 
sible application in face of the con- 
tinued trend among the Catholic 


masses to turn away from Vatican 
directives such as those noted above. 

In keeping with the general line 
of the imperialists, Pius XI noted 
that since the issuance of the Rerum 
Novarum a split had occurred in the 


camp of the Socialists, and that the 
consistent adherents of Marxism, th 
Communists, must now be the mai 
target. He virtually exempted th 
Right wing of Social-Democrag 
from the Vatican’s wrath. 

Pius XI also saw that Leo XIII; 
directive to form Roman Catholic 
unions hardly took hold among the 
Catholic workers. Catholic unions re. 
mained small and weak while th 
“neutral” (non-clerical) unions em. 
braced millions of Catholics. Already 
in 1912, as McKenna notes, Pius X 
granted the bishops the right to per 
mit workers to enter non-Catholic 
unions where unavoidable, provided 
they have their own parallel asw- 
ciations to look out for their religion 
and “morals.” Pius XI flatly lifted 
the ban on joining “neutral” union 
but he also specifically decreed a 
McKenna points out, that “ther 
must always be” special associations 
of Roman Catholics to look afte 
their “spiritual welfare” in the 
unions. 

The Quadragesimo Anno provided 
the specific directive for the form: 
tion several years later of the Asso 
ciation of Catholic Trade Unioniss 
(A.C.T.U.) in the United States and 
similar groups in other countries 
These clerical-labor formations art 
given the task of carrying the Vat: 
can State’s “labor philosophy” into 
the unions under the apparent a 
sumption that the Roman Catholic 
Church has a super-role over all other 
faiths in looking out for the “morals” 
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and “spiritual welfare” of organized 
workers. Pius XI decreed: 


. side by side with these unions, 
there must always be associations which 
aim at giving their members a thorough 
religious and moral training, that these, 
in turn, may impart to the labor unions 
to which they belong the upright spirit 
which should direct their entire con- 
duct. 


The “zeal” called for by this for- 
eign State has sprouted in the form 
of factional and disruptive activities 
by the A.C.T.U. in many American 
unions. That also marked the intro- 
duction of strife into labor ranks 
along religious lines. The Quadra- 
gesimo Anno became the hierarchy’s 
weapon on the labor front for its 
assault upon the traditional demo- 
cratic separation of Church from 
state, schools or other public institu- 
tions. The language of the encyclical 
cannot be mistaken. It frankly calls 
upon Catholics to shape the unions 
to which they belong according to 
the reactionary anti-working-class 
pattern mapped out for them in 
Rome. 


CLERICAL COMPANY-UNIONISM 


Pius XI also clarified the labor- 
management co-operation section of 
the Rerum Novarum. He bemoaned 
the passing of the Guilds of the mid- 
dle ages which he termed model 
forms of employer and worker unity. 
He called for the reinstitution of that 
form adapted to the machine age. 


Pius XI, drawing much from the 
experience of our open shoppers (and 
no doubt American cardinals) of the 
“prosperity twenties,” called for 
profit-sharing and_ stock-ownership, 
so common in our speedup plans, as 
the Vatican’s concept of labor-capital 
partnership. He declared: 


Those who hold that the wage con- 
tract is unjust are certainly in 
error. In the present state of human 
society, however, We deem it advisable 
that the wage contract should, when 
possible, be modified somewhat by a 
contract of partnership. ...In_ this 
way wage earners are made sharers of 
some sort in the ownership, or manage- 
ment, or the profits. 


It is on the basis of this directive 
that Rev. William J. Smith, director 
of the Jesuit Crown Heights Labor 
Schools, declares in his book, Spot- 
light on Labor Unions, that the 
“Multiple Management” plans of the 
McCormick Co. in Baltimore, the 
profit sharing of Lincoln Electric 
of Baltimore (both non-union), and 
Eric Johnston’s profit sharing forms, 
are “models” of what Pius XI meant. 

“Collective bargaining in the cloth- 
ing industry approximates the idea 
which we advocate for all industry,” 
writes Smith. The late Sidney Hill- 
man and David Dubinsky are praised 
for “even leading their employers 
along progressive and_ profitable 
paths.” Rev. Smith apparently refers 
to the “efficiency plan” (1941) of the 
International Ladies Garment Work- 
ers’ Union which called for modern- 
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ization of New York plants and a 
cut in wages for the workers, to per- 
mit competition with the non-union 
“out-of-town” areas. In the men’s 
clothing industry, the reference is 
obviously to the “Taylorization” and 
“stabilization” of labor that has lev- 
eled off wages nationally to a level 
lower than in any of the needle 
trades. The workers in those indus- 
tries could well testify to the “bene- 
ficial” consequences under those 
plans. 

The real content of the papal en- 
cyclicals on labor adds up to a pat- 
tern of Red-baiting company union- 
ism, trimmed with clericalism, aimed 
to befuddle the minds of the workers 
as regards their real problems and 
to divert them from struggle for bet- 
ter conditions. The fact that the 
Roman Catholic labor ideologists 
have to draw on the clothing and 
garment industries and open shops 
as their “models” for labor-capital 
“partnership” only indicates the 
scarcity of examples that might even 
look attractive. No capitalists would 
permit labor even to peep through 
a keyhole into their affairs, much 
less take “partnership.” They foster 
spurious “partnership” plans only 
where no unions are in the way. 
They exploit such plans for speedup 
of production and as _bulwarks 
against real unions. 

The papal encyclicals, however, 
have been and are fully applied in 
the countries where fascism and cleri- 
calism reign and where legitimate 
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obviously, would let the cat out of bor an 
the bag. Only on one occasion did § PPS 
the Wage Earner, organ of the De eee 
troit A.C.T.U. (edited by McKenna), thor 
editorially (January 1948) greet Geo § 
eral Charles deGaulle’s plan pa- § THE 
terned after a corporative state econ § COLL 
ey The 
While the formal launching of the ACT 
A.C.T.U. took place in 1937, the hier. olan” 
archy began application of its pro ork 
gram some years earlier through the J a 
nationwide radio broadcasts of th be “p 
fascist Father Charles E. Coughlin i L 
of Detroit’s Church of the Littl rar 
Flower. Coughlin’s Sixteen Prina- shies 
ples of Social Justice corresponded ioe 
closely to the demagogy that is now 
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the hallmark of the A.C.T.U. The 
activities of the organizers of Cough- 
lin’s network of clubs, the pattern he 
st forth for a union of automobile 
workers, and the elements like 
Homer Martin who rated his bless- 
ings, soon brought. the Vatican’s 
“abor philosophy” to its logical cul- 
mination—the spawning of a vi- 
cious, anti-Semitic “Christian front.” 
Coughlin’s screed, Social Justice, be- 
came the chief pro-Hitler organ in 
the United States. Popular anger 
mounted against the Coughlin move- 
ment. 

By the time the United States 
entered the war—a war clerical reac- 
tion had apparently expected Hitler 
to win—Coughlinism was anything 
but a popular labor base for the Vati- 
can. For some time before Pearl Har- 
bor and the suppression of Coughlin’s 
paper, the hierarchy reorientated its 
tactics by slowly shelving Coughlin 
and trotting out the A.C.T.U. and its 
labor schools. 


THE SAME OLD CLASS- 
COLLABORATIONISM 


The immediate purpose of the 
AC.T.U. in its “industry council 
plan” is the fostering of illusions that 
workers could avoid struggle for bet- 
ter conditions; that capitalism could 
be “planned” and “made to work” 
for the welfare of all the people; and 
that hence there is no need to look 
toward a socialist solution and to the 
Communists for leadership. In this 
respect the A.C.T.U.’s position coin- 
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cides with that of Right-wing Social- 
Democracy generally and of the regu- 
lar run-of-the-mill reformist labor 
leaders. 

Philip Murray flatly denies that 
there is a class division or class strug- 
gle in America and adds that it is 
even hard to distinguish a worker 
from a representative of management 
(American Mazagine, June 1948). 
A. F. of L. leaders have long ago 
expressed: that view. Their class col- 
laboration schemes of the ‘twenties 
have no doubt contributed to the 
thoughts in the Quadragesimo Anno. 

But not all reformist-minded labor 
leaders are necessarily guided by 
clerical encyclicals. Class collabora- 
tion and reformist illusions were rife 
in labor’s ranks years before the 
Popes showed any interest in labor 
problems. The encyclicals, essentially, 
sought to encourage a new social base 
for such concepts among the mass of 
Catholic workers in an effort to 
strengthen the rotting props beneath 
clerical reaction. 

The more conscious partners of 
clericalism today are the Social- 
Democrats, more specifically the 
“Marshall Socialists.” The Quadra- 
gesimo Anno recognizes that “pro- 
found changes” have taken place in 
the camp of the socialists. 

The Jesuit, Rev. Gerald C. Treacy, 
one of the leading interpreters of the 
encyclicals on labor, says in his cate- 
chism Industry at the Crossroads: 


What will result if moderate sociai- 











28 


ism continues to change? It may hap- 
pen that its program will not differ 
from the Christian Social program. 


In a practical sense clericalism and 
Right-wing Social-Democracy have 
everywhere come much closer. Their 
principal bond of unity is their mu- 
tual hatred of the Soviet Union and 
the rest of the Socialist world, as 
indeed all struggles for social eman- 
cipation and national freedom. Both 
the Vatican and Social-Democracy 
lose their social base where real So- 
cialism advances. Both of those forces 
make up the principal components 
of the reactionary coalitions in most 
countries in Europe accepting Mar- 
shall Plan dictation. 

In the United States this combina- 
tion is the core of the anti-Soviet 
warmongers. In the trade unions it 
is the main instigator of Red-baiting 
disruption and factionalism, and the 
support for a great deal of the con- 
tent in the Taft-Hartley Law. 

Symbolic of that combination was 
David Dubinsky’s visit to the Vatican 
last summer in the company of Jay 
Lovestone, the renegade from Com- 
munism who is his director of in- 
ternational affairs. The same com- 
bination of forces was responsible for 
the split in the World Federation of 
Trade Unions, especially for the 
C.1.0.’s_ withdrawal. Social-Demo- 
crats, notably Dubinsky’s bureau- 
cracy, have been the heaviest finan- 
cial contributors for the Vatican-in- 
spired secessions from the labor fed- 
eration in Italy. 


POLITICAL AFFAIRS 


The Marshall Plan tightened th 
bond between the Social-Democrati: 
leaders and the Vatican. Both provid 
social props for support of Wal 
Street’s drive for world supremacy, 
Their coalitions in Italy, France and 
West Germany have become a refuge 
for “reconstructed” former Nazis 
fascist Vichyites and _ collaboration. 
ists. 

The basic theory through which 
the A.C.T.U.—S.D. coalition takes on 
a “liberal” face is the old one of 
“making capitalism work” by means 
of “planning” its economy. Social- 
Democracy already lived through 
such illusions in the twenties when 
its ideologists talked of “organized 
capitalism” and collaboration with 
the capitalists for reforms that would 
“grow into” socialism. The workers 
of the United States were similarly 
befuddled with illusions of endless 
“prosperity” based on labor-manage- 
ment co-operation for limitless pro 
duction. 

The economic crash of 1929 and 
its repercussions throughout the 
capitalist world, spelled disaster for 
all those theories and illusions. Hun- 
ger and insecurity swept from coun- 
try to country as tens of million 
were thrown out of jobs. The world 
hardly had to be told that the very 
essence of capitalism is its planles:- 
ness and chaos. 

As long as the leaders of Social 
Democracy were able to keep their 
followers under illusions that class 
collaborationism was the “easy” path 
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to socialism, they were also able to 
restrain their militancy, blind them 
to the approaching fascist danger and 
prevent them from uniting with the 
Communists to block fascism. The 
victory of fascism in the countries 
where Social-Democracy once had 
governmental power, spelled the final 
bankruptcy of its plans to make 
“capitalism work.” It took the costly 
experience of the war to bring mil- 
lions of Europe’s Social-Democratic 
followers to the Marxist path and 
make possible the great new socialist 
advances in Eastern and Central 
Europe. 

Now the Roman Catholic hier- 
archy seeks to renovate the same shat- 
tered illusions and theories and trim 
them with clerical authority and 
trappings. The object is to draw on 
the reserves among the Roman Cath- 
olic masses to fill those vast empty 
spaces left by millions in Europe who 
have moved Leftward. The imperial- 
ist forces, on their part encourage 
this effort to expand a social base for 
them among the Vatican-influenced 
workers. 

The Marshall Plan as a whole is 
being advanced, ostensibly, as a plan 
to beat Communism by “making 
capitalism work.” Thus, the program 
is serving to encourage illusions in 
the so-called “industry council plan” 
in the United States and in many 
other prescriptions to win capitalists 
for a “planned” capitalism. Some 
find the papal encyclicals a conven- 
ient authority; others, like Truman, 


advance the “planning” idea in the 
name of the “Fair Deal”; others still, 
see it as the essence of “liberalism.” 
But already the new crisis, despite 
the Marshall Plan, is developing and 
throwing millions out of jobs, and 
is beginning to disillusion the pres- 
ent-day followers of both the clerical 
and social-reformist pied pipers of 
a labor-management “peace” utopia. 
Experience will shift those millions 
Leftward just as millions of Euro- 
pean Catholic workers and Social- 
Democratic followers moved into the 
ranks of the Communists and Left- 
led trade unions. 


THE PRACTICAL RESULTS 


As noted above, the “planners” of 
capitalism cannot point to a single 
capitalist enterprise that showed wil- 
lingness to apply their “plan.” But 
there is a two-fold practical effect: 
the labor supporters of the program 
have become the principal mission- 
aries for the Marshall Plan among 
the workers here and in Europe; in 
the factories and unions they control, 
they carry out a surrender policy on 
wages and co-operate for speedup of 
production. The latter flows from the 
former. Co-operation with Big Busi- 
ness for a warlike anti-Soviet foreign 
policy inevitably leads to sacrifice of 
the workers’ interest also on the 
domestic front. 

Thus it developed that the Reuther- 
Socialist-A.C.T.U. combination in the 
auto workers’ union brought forth 
the General Motors “double esca- 
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later” wage agreement tying wages 
to the cost of living index and initiat- 
ing the trend toward wage cuts 
when other workers askel for a 
“fourth round” raise. The same coz'- 
tion favored the employers again by 
sidetracking wage increase demands 
for 1949. 

The most valuable A.C.T.U. ser- 
vice to employers is in its Red-baiting 
disruptive activities in the unions led 
by progressives. The A.C.T.U. very 
rarely has organized groups in un- 
ions dominated by the Right wing. 
It has no other purpose but to disrupt 
progressive-led organizations. It was 
the first to seize upon the Taft- 
Hartley anti-Communist affidavits as 
weapons against progressive union 
officers. The Vatican’s agents initiated 
the practice of Right-wing union 
raids upon progressive organizations 
and they even encouraged scabbing, 
on the ground that doing so against 
progressive-led workers is “good 
Christian” practice. 

In line with their theory that the 
“Christian spirit” could bring em- 
ployers and union leaders together, 
they developed the practice of obtain- 
ing the aid of employers for their 
disruptive internal union objectives 
and for their candidates for office. 
A.C.T.U. interference in the affairs 
of unions is largely guided by full- 
time priests assigned by bishops to 
serve as chaplains of their branches. 
Father Charles O. Rice, chaplain of 
the Pittsburgh branch, and close 
friend of Philip Murray, issued a 


handbook titled How to de-Contro| 
Your Union of Communists. He 
even advises his followers how to sex 
their forces in a membership meetipg 
and how to heckle most effectively, 
In Pittsburgh the A.C.T.U. went 
so far as to launch a parish censy, 
The priest of each respective church 
helped register members of their 
flock and obtain their answers to: 
series of questions indicating to what 
degree the parishioner is willing t 
fight “Communism.” A crass ¢- 
ample of clerical strike-breaking wa 
the role of Father August Giesen in 
Fairmont City, Illinois, where em 
ployees of the American Zinc Co. 
had been on strike for many months. 
Red-baiting against the progressive. 
led union of the strikers was the main 
weapon of the company. Father Gie. 
sen, calling strikers to receive holy 
communion, added in his invitation 
card, “With Christ at our side we 
can lick Communism and the strike.” 
The clergy of a city is often mobil: 
ized by the hierarchy to lend an a- 
tive hand to A.C.T.@.-supported 
candidates in an important election 
within a union. On one occasion, in 
St. Louis, an estimated 80 clergymen 
were called for such a mobilization. 
The priests canvass members of the 
affected union in their flock and they 
are often known to threaten workers, 
either directly or by strong implic- 
tion, with excommunication if they 
don’t support the A.C.T.U.’s side. 
In actual numbers the A.C.T.U. 
is not large. But its forces are concen- 
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trated where the corporations need 
them—in the progressive-influenced 
unions. Its active groups are small 
and invisibly directed. They are more 
open as part of “anti-Communist” 
caucuses. The A.C.T.U. “activists,” 
relying on the name of their outfit, 
count largely on religious prejudice 
to rally support for their candidates 
and proposals. They state vehemently 
of course, that exploitation of relig- 
ion is the last thing in their minds. 
Their stock evidence is to cite their 
admiration for non-Catholics like 
Dubinsky and Reuther. 


A MENACE THAT MUST 
BE FOUGHT 


The U.S. Chamber of Commerce, 
in its handbook directing shop 
stooges on practical steps to “fight 
Communism” noted that the most 
numerous potential recruits for an 
“anti-Communist” caucus in the shop 
have a “patriotic or religious” moti- 
vation. In this respect the A.C.T.U. 
and its publications are given an A-1 
rating. But, warns the Chamber, 
“zeal” alone is not enough. These 
forces often lack experience: 


As their allies they may have some 
proletarian groups such as Socialists 
and Social-Democrats and non-Stalinist 
Communist groups... they merely 
add experience and militancy to the 
anti-Communist faction. . . . Those 
who have patriotic or religious motiva- 
tion, but lack experience, at first can 
offer only zeal and numbers, the while 


acquiring experience. (Communists 


Within the Labor Movement, U. S. 
Chamber of Commerce, 1947, p. 42-) 


From the foregoing it should be 
apparent that the Vatican’s drive for 
the trade unions of America is a 
menace. Unfortunately it is too often 
underestimated and the meaning of 
its “Council Plan” is overlooked even 
by some progressives. Its divisive in- 
fluence in labor ranks, its bigotry, 
and its antithesis to America’s most 
progressive. traditions must be ex- 

sed. 

But it should also be recognized 
that the A.C.T.U. and the entire 
Vatican position in the labor move- 
ment are very vulnerable. The pre- 
sumption that A.C.T.U.-Social- 
Democratic leaders could maintain 
a smooth relationship with the em- 
ployers over a prolonged period of 
“stabilization” has no base. The de- 
clining economic curve, unemploy- 
ment and wage cuts, already shatter 
the hope that they could successfully 
exploit “prosperity” illusions. As in 
the automobile, textile, shipbuilding 
and other industries, the sentiment 
of the zank and file is rising against 
them because fancy blueprints of 
“industry council plans” don’t secure 
jobs or wage standards. Under the 
leadership of progressives, such 
rank-and-file sentiment could shatter 
this company-unionism with clerical 
trimmings more easily than it was 
possible to do in the "twenties and 
‘thirties. 

Secondly, the A.C.T.U. is no less 
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vulnerable for its injection of religi- 
ous dividing lines in the trade-union 
movement. The A.C.T.U. claims it 
has no religious objectives in the la- 
bor movement, but its defenders 
scream “bigotry” when criticized. 
Their cry only reveals their own cun- 
ning effort to capitalize upon the 
faith of co-religionists for reaction- 
ary, fascistic ends. 

It is to the credit of the American 
labor movement that religious lines 
have never seriously marred its 150- 
year history. Unions have pretty gen- 
erally been guided by the Jeffer- 
sonian principle of separation of 
church from state. Even the most 
conservative unions, though often 
influenced by racism, have not al- 
lowed religious lines to develop with- 
in their ranks. 

The issue is not one of religion. 
On the contrary, it is recognition of 
the fact that no religious freedom is 
real unless it is guaranteed by a free- 
dom to obtain a job and rights within 
a union without fear of religious 
bias. The question has no essential 
bearing on the faith of the millions 
of church-going Roman Catholics, 
but only on the fact that a foreign 
power, a reactionary hierarchy head- 
quartered in the Vatican State, is ex- 
ploiting the faith of these millions 
for support of reaction. 

As the strike-breaking Cardinal 
Spellman demonstrated so well in 
the New York gravediggers’ strike, 
the program serves the anti-labor in- 
terests of the employers perfectly. 





There is still another danger. The 
drive of clericalism in America; 
trade-union movement also invite 
resentment and counteraction from 
Protestant workers. While suc 
alarm is justified, there is also danger 
that it could be channelized by rea. 
tionaries into bigotry and religious 
warfare with serious consequence; 
for the labor movement. 


In their less hysterical moment, 
Daniel J. Tobin, president of the 
Brotherhood of Teamsters, and 
CLO. President Philip Murray, 
both Roman Catholics, condemned 
the A.C.T.U. for instrusion in union 
affairs and for inviting division 
along religious lines in the laba 
movement. The former even noted 
the help Hitler received in Germany 
because of the division fostered in 
union ranks by leaders of Roma 
Catholic unionism. Murray, recently, 
greeted the convention of th 


A.C.T.U. 


Large numbers of Roman Cathe 
lics, too, are resentful of tk 
A.C.T.U. activities and condemn i 
in even harsher terms than other 
Catholic workers in the Unite 
States, largely concentrated in th 
industrial centers, show a militan 
trend—the very trend the Vatica 
seeks to reverse. This is most ap- 
parent in the militancy shown } 
such predominantly Catholic groups 
of workers as the longshoremes, 
railway clerks, miners, teamsters 
electrical, shipbuilding, leather work: 
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ers and big sections of the textile, 
see] and automobile workers. 
Thirdly, an increasing number of 
Roman Catholics resent the use of 
their faith as a cloak for strikebreak- 
ing, disruption of unions and such 
other practices. They feel this is a 
field where a church has no business. 
Nor do they like to see their faith 
degraded. Hence it is most unjusti- 
fied, as some non-Catholics may 
tend to do, to presume that every 
Catholic worker blindly accepts the 
injunctions of the hierarchy. 
Cardinal Spellman in the recent 
strike of gravediggers of the Calvary 
and Gate of Heaven cemeteries gave 
an illuminating example of the 
meaning of the Papal postulates on 
the Conditions of Labor. The Car- 
dinal, in the seventh week of the 
strike, personally led through the 
picket lines for strikebreaking duty 
some 100 to 200 students training for 
the Catholic priesthood. He daily 
supervised the gravedigging and 
said, “I admit to the accusation of 
strikebreaker and I am proud of it.” 
The gravediggers, although misled 
by the A.C.T.U. and an A.C.T.U. 
attorney, forced a strike for a reduc- 
tion in weekly hours from 48 to 40. 
The issue was clearly one of hours 
and the five-day week. But when the 
workers would not accept the Car- 
dinal’s terms it suddenly became a 
“moral” and “Communist” issue. 
His Eminence invoked the “Red- 
sare” even against the A.C.T.U.-led 
union, which was an autonomous 


unit of the Food, Tobacco and Agri- 
cultural Workers of the C.1LO. The 
Cardinal arrogantly rejected all 
moves for a settlement, even when 
the strikers slavishly took an anti- 
Communist oath and promised to 
leave the C.I.O. union. When a dele- 
gation of the strikers’ wives begged 
him to name any priest he wished to 
“arbitrate” the issue, he turned them 
away with a flat rejection. 

Cardinal Spellman was above all 
interested ‘in giving reaction leader- 
ship in the art of union-busting, and 
assurance that they would have the 
full backing of the hierarchy in such 
a policy. It need hardly be added, 
that in so doing he quite effectively 
exposed the big lie upon which the 
A.C.T.U. was built, that the Roman 
Catholic hierarchy and its encyclicals 
are a “liberal” influence in the labor 
movement. The Cardinal, rather, 
underscored their clerical reactionary 
content. Even when the A.C.T.U.- 
guided strikers literally crawled for 
forgiveness, the Cardinal cynically 
replied, “They are getting repentant 
kind of late.” The strikers finally 
switched to a union approved by the 
Cardinal and settled without a pen- 
ny above the original offer and with 
Leo XIII’s six-day week intact. 

The Cardinal's interpretation and 
application of the Rerum Novarum 
and the Quadragesimo Anno is ob- 
viously more authorative than the 
A.C.T.U.’s. In the eyes of those who 
dream of the days of old, when 
unions were “in their place” the 












demonstration given by His Emi- 
nence was decidedly a triumph. 
The A.C.T.U.’s role thus is re- 
vealed as a strikebreaking force, a 
cover for company unionism, a fac- 
tional splitter of the trade unions 
and as a political buttress for Wall 
Street’s program. It should be fought 
vigorously by all workers irrespec- 
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ences. 16,000,000 organized workers 
testify to the defeat given to th 
enemies of labor in their effort 
prevent unionization. Labor’s unions, 
forged through struggle, must lx 
protected. Labor’s enemies must no: 
succeed in their efforts to paralyze 
and company-unionize the organ. 
ized workers. 






























tive of religious or political differ- 





“Communists are also often accused by red-baiters of persecuting 
Catholic workers. This is a monstrous falsehood, too. Communists rec- 
ognize the Catholic workers have the same economic and political 
interests as all other workers—they want peace; they want democracy; 
they want prosperity. So the Communists hold out the hand of solidarity 
to Catholics for the joint accomplishment of these democratic objectives. 
The Communists spare no efforts in fighting against religious bigotry, 
holding that in these critical days it is especially disastrous to engage in 
religious quarrels, from which only reaction can profit. At the same time, 
the Communists consider it politically necessary to condemn the clerical- 
fascist policies now being followed by the Vatican and by the many pow- 
erful figures in the Catholic hierarchy in the United States.” 


William Z. Foster, American Trade Unionism, p. 356. 
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Improve The Marxist-Leninist Content 
and Methods in Party Activity” 


by Gus Hall 


In ITs PLANS to enslave the world, 
Wall Street is giving high priority 
to beheading the American working 
class by seeking to destroy the Com- 
munist Party. As a result of a careful 
and methodical study of the experi- 
ences of the late “anti-Communist” 
Axis in setting up fascist govern- 
ments along parallel lines, a plan 
emerged for the United States. This 
master plan has three distinct parts. 


1. The first step calls for an attack 
on the Marxist-Leninist ideological 
fiber of the Communist Party. In 
these calculations, great reliance was 
placed on the wishful thought that 
Browder’s revisionism had created 
favorable conditions for this phase of 
the attack and that a concentrated 
campaign would quickly disperse the 
Communist Party into small factions 
and groups. 

For more than three years we have 
witnessed this full-scale offensive. 
With unlimited funds at its disposal, 
the capitalist class has mustered all its 
resources for this campaign. This 
ideological barrage has consumed and 

* Excerpts from a Report to a Conference on 


Industrial Concentration of the Communist Party 
in Ohio, delivered on February 13, 1949. 
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still does consume the greater part of 
the time on the radio and space in 
newspapers and books, of the tons 
of magazines, of church sermons, 
after-dinner speeches, and movie foot- 
age. The United States Government 
Printing Office has issued millions of 
pieces of literature as its share in this 
fabulous political-ideological hysteria 
campaign. It is a campaign waged 
by the world’s most powerful capital- 
ist class, a class which is, nonetheless, 
suffering from an inferiority com- 
plex. 

2. The second part of this anti- 
Communist crusade called for the 
isolation of the vanguard Party from 
its mother-earth, the people in gen- 
eral, and the working class in par- 
ticular. The central weapon for 
achieving this is to discredit our 
Party, to label the Communists as 
“agents of a foreign power.” This 
label is designed to destroy the effec- 
tiveness of the Party by repeating the 
same hollow charge to every activity 
—the Communists “are not really in- 
terested” in the problems of the 
American people, but are carrying on 
their activities only because they fit 
the “interest of a foreign power.” 








3. The final section of the plan calls 
for direct attacks: indictments, ar- 
rests, deportations, jailings on techni- 
calities, physical assaults, and other 
forms of force and violence. These 
methods are geared to accompany the 
attempts through courts and the 
United States Congress to illegalize 
the work and membership of the 
Communist Party. The very latest 
edition is the attempt to illegalize 
the Communist Party by actions of 
state legislatures. 

A new twist in this war of ideology 
is the attempt to convince the Com- 
munist Party that it is dying and 
dispersing. The U.S. News & World 
Report says that our Party is “declin- 
ing”; the Hearst papers proclaim 
that the Party is “disintegrating”; 
and Earl Browder announces that the 
Party is “friendless, isolated, and lies 
in ruins.” As “proof” of the isolation 
of the Communist Party from the 
working class these gentry point to 
the betrayal of a Quill, a Curran, 
and a Sheyfitz, of a Budenz, of a 
Browder. Thus, the very develop- 
ments that are testimony to our ideo- 
logical unity and strength—the rejec- 
tion of the very individuals and their 
politics that would have brought 
about the isolation of the Party—are 
here given as “proof” of that isola- 
tion. The strength and influence of 
a Communist Party cannot be meas- 
ured by its relations with some top 
officials in the trade unions. A work- 
ing-class party’s strength can be 
measured only by its ability to lead 
in struggle and to reflect correctly 
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the needs and desires of the mass 
in a given: situation. 

The struggles are sharpening. Wal! 
Street is intensifying its plans for 
world conquest and its attacks op 
the Communist Party. But a number 
of facts clearly stand out. The time. 
table originally set has been thrown 
off schedule. Ever-greater numbers 
of Americans are seeing the attack 
as part of a pattern of emerging 
American fascism. Growing sections 
of the population are identifying 
their interests with the defense of the 
Communists. 

Our Party is rebuffing the attacks, 
and, in doing so, is strengthening 
itself in the process. The Marxis- 
Leninist ideological fiber of the Party 
is today at its best. The ranks of the 
Party are solid. The Party has 
strengthened its ties with the people. 
The Communists have won back the 
honorable position of being the 
best, most militant, and most capable 
leaders in the struggles of the people. 
The Party’s spirit, discipline, and 
work reflects utmost confidence in 
its ability to fight back, and in its 
policies, program, and _ leadership. 
The fighting morale and spirit of the 
Communist Party is high. 

There are a few places where the 
attack has obliged the Communists 
and progressive forces to retreat. The 
developments in the maritime, trans- 
port, and chemical workers’ unions 
are such examples. But these retreats 
are temporary in character, and art 
being utilized to regroup and re 
orient the forces. There are already 
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many signs clearly indicating that 
the regroupings have been success- 
fully accomplished and that the Left- 
progressive forces are starting to 
move with new strength, better or- 
ganization, and a deeper understand- 
ing and conviction of the correctness 
of their policy. 

Because in 1945 we returned to 
Marxism-Leninism as our theory and 
guide, our Party today is able to meet 
these attacks. We are learning how 
to apply this science of the working 
class to our American prcblems and 
conditions. Our Party today is re- 
buffing the attacks and is ready to 
go into future struggles with confi- 
dence, because we have learned to 
use the Leninist method of self-criti- 
cim—the method of boldly, reso- 
lutely, and publicly attacking and 
correcting all weaknesses as they ap- 
pear. This we will continue to do. 

In any warfare, the advance units 
are under the most concentrated fire. 
The profit-mad capitalist class, in its 
drive to enslave the world, fully 
realizes that it must attempt to de- 
stroy these advance units—the Com- 
munist Party—and simultaneously 
to direct its fire against the front- 
line forces — the working class. 
Therefore, the class enemy is sys- 
tematically trying to disperse, de- 
moralize, and win over part of the 
leadership of the labor movement. 

While fully understanding that 
the drive toward war and fascism 
affects and involves the great ma- 
jority of the American people, we 


Communists must fully see and un- 


derstand the specific, decisive role 
played by the working class in this 
struggle. 

The Communist Parties of France, 
Italy, Czechoslovakia, Poland, and 
other important countries are large, 
and have millions of followers 
among all sections of the popula- 
tion, because above all else they 
speak for and lead the working class 
of their respective countries. We 
know the historic and objective facts 
that account for the different level 
of development in our own country. 
Among other things, this uneven 
political maturing of the working 
class reflects the uneven development 
of capitalism itself. However, we 
would make a great error, were we 
to hide our weaknesses behind these 
objective developments. 

The Communist Party in Ohio is 
a Party of steelworkers, coal miners, 
machinists, auto, rubber, and elec- 
trical workers, and workers in other 
basic industries. This places heavy 
responsibilities on our Party. Among 
these responsibilities is the necessity 
to be doubly alert and vigilant 
against any weaknesses of our own 
making or influences of the enemy, 
in this very decisive sector. We must 
learn to be as vigilant against, and 
uncompromising with, weaknesses, 
as we are jubilant about our suc- 
cesses. 

With this in mind, I want to dis- 
cuss a few of the signs of weaknesses 
that have made their appearance in 
the work of the Party in Ohio. 

Since the Emergency Convention, 
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opportunism has not appeared in our 
Party as a rounded-out policy, a 
thesis, or a platform. From this it 
does not follow that, therefore, our 
Party is exempt and forever immune 
from this enemy class influence. In 
a class society, the ideological strug- 
gle is forever present. Since 1945, op- 
portunism has not walked in full- 
grown through the front door; but 
it has sneaked in through the back 
door. It has made its appearance 
only as signs or manifestations. In 
most cases, the carrier of this germ 
of capitalist. class ideology is un- 
aware that he is doing so. The mani- 
festations are usually covered up by 
rationalizations and “Left” phrases, 
or by silence. In the struggle against 
these manifestations of Right oppor- 
tunism, generalizations on the ques- 
tion are not enough, and by them- 
selves are not very effective. It is 
possible for one to be guilty of Right 
opportunistic practices in one’s own 
work, and still go along with the 
most vigorous condemnation of op- 
portunism in general, or as it ap- 
pears in the work of others, or of 
other Communist Parties. Therefore, 
these manifestations must be fought 
against concretely, in the surround- 
ings of their appearance. 

In his Report to the Four- 
teenth National Convention of the 
Communist Party, our Labor Secre- 
tary, Comrade John Williamson, af- 
firmed that “the outstanding feature 
of the present situation is the readi 
ness of the workers to struggle if 
issues are made clear and proper 
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leadership is given.” This Repon 
was adopted and accepted as a part 
of the Cenvention’s estimate of the 
present situation. The test as to the 
real understanding of, and agree. 
ment with, this estimate or, for tha 
matter with any policy, is in the ap. 
plication. 

Let us examine some of the mani- 
festations of Right opportunism. 

We had a few Comrades who 
said: “Yes, the above estimation and 
the policies flowing from it are cor. 
rect, generally speaking, but in m 
shop or industry we have a different 
situation. In my shop, the workers 
are more backward, and what is gen- 
erally correct does not at this time 
apply to them.” Some held: “It is 
generally correct, but I come from 
a small shop, and you know we can‘ 
start on these small shops while the 
big monopolies go free.” Then there 
were those from the big shops who 
said: “True, this is a big shop. But 
it is only one in a monopoly chain, 
and therefore you cannot win 3 
struggle in only one shop out of 2 
big chain.” Then there is the tune 
pitched in another key: “Right now 
production is high. Workers are 
working overtime and making good 
money. Therefore this is not the 
time to initiate struggles.” Six 
months later, this comrade stated: 
“Now production is going down. 
Therefore now is not the time to 
initiate any struggles. The bosses 
don't care if the workers strike.” 
Or: “We must wait until the other 
unions start the struggle.” 
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Then we have the comrade who 
argues: “The Party is correct in 
raising sharply the struggle to smash 
discrimination against Negro work- 
ers in industry. But in my shop the 
situation is different. The workers 
are backward. There are many 
Southerners,” etc., etc. Here we have 
two concurrent streams of bourgeois 
ideology: oportunism in general, and 
white chauvinism. These are very 
closely related, and are very often 
to be found flowing together. 

These rationalizations, obviously, 
are a cover-up for Right opportu- 
nism. When put together and added 
up, they signify the rejection of the 
estimate and policy of the Party. It 
is true that we must take note of 
special circumstances, of special char- 
acteristics in a shop or in a local, 
but only to take special steps to over- 
come existing obstacles. “Special con- 
ditions” must never be allowed to 
become the cover for Right oppor- 
tunism, for the rejection of the Par- 
ty's policies in practice. 

Now let us look at the advanced 
worker who has fallen into a rut and 
has become the “annual contract ne- 
gotiator” and “a year-round griev- 
ance processor.” He helps to nego- 
tiate a contract once a year, and then 
“processes,” or files grievances and 
argues about them the rest of the 
year. Some grievances are settled; 
the majority are not. He spends a 
lot of time “holding down” things, 
“keeping everything quiet,” “keep- 
ing the status quo.” In most such 
cases, he has fallen for the class- 
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collaborationist idea that a “clever” 
trade-union leader can “negotiate” a 
victory without a struggle by the 
workers. 

The capitalist class has very me- 
thodically cultivated and elevated 
into prominence the “clever” nego- 
tiator type as the “respectable” trade- 
union leader. To the workers, such 
a trade-union leader begins to look 
like an “impartial” arbitrator, and 
not as their leader in struggles. He 
very quickly loses the respect and 
confidence of the workers who ele- 
vated him to office. 

This specific manifestation of op- 
portunism is usually covered up by 
the rationalization that “our con- 
tract or grievance procedure makes 
action of any kind almost impos- 
sible.” Such thinking might sound 
convincing, but it does not corre- 
spond to the facts; it is actually a 
self-imposed prison. The manage- 
ment will always aigue that a labor- 
management contract is a “truce” 
in the class struggle. But while doing 
so, they continue to speed up pro- 
duction and cut piece rates to in- 
crease profits. For a union leader to 
accept this class-collaborationist idea 
in any form is a betrayal of the work- 
ing class. 

The “clever” negotiator notion 
flows from the basic illusion that the 
capitalist class is or that certain mem- 
bers of that class are fair, reasonable, 
and “intelligent,” and therefore they 
can be won over or convinced by 
“clever” arguments. All remnants of 
this dangerous illusion must be 
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systematically and consciously de- 
stroyed. 

The same general weakness also 
shows up in a tendency to think in 
terms of placing demands and of 
organizing struggles around issues 
that the employer would consider 
“reasonable” demands that will not 
create too much “hardship,” and is- 
sues that can easily be “agreed to” 
without a struggle. This reflects the 
ideology of the beggar. It results in 
being satisfied and grateful for 
crumbs thrown to the working class. 
It is part of the ideology of the capi- 
talist class; which holds that for 
some reason or another the capi- 
talist class is the rightful master of 
the means of production and re- 
sources, and therefore the workers 
should be satisfied and grateful for 
any concession. Even the slightest 
tendency to think along these lines 
leads to policies of class collabora- 
tion in practice. 

The basic, simple truth—that the 
capitalist class will compromise or 
negotiate only if it sees mass action 
or the solid organization and ideo- 
logical conviction that can make 
such action possible—must be the 
foundation of a class struggle trade- 
union policy. 

A younger brother to the above 
weakness is the tendency toward 
reliance on spontaneity. Here, there 
is theoretically no opposition to the 
idea of struggle, but before leader- 
ship is given, according to this view, 
one must wait until some “spon- 
taneous action” takes place. Such 








“spontaneous” struggles often do no 
materialize, or else are usually up. 
successful because of lack of prepara 
tion and because they are very often 
provoked at a time most unfavorable 
for the workers. 

A vanguard Party cannot rely op 
spontaneity as the basis for its x. 
tivity and leadership. Lenin onc 
stated that a vanguard Party mus 
boldly project issues and demand; 
which the workers “only dare whis 
per about to their closest friends’ 
A leader must initiate and _ projec 
the issues, organize the struggle, find 
the proper form for each stage in the 
struggle, and encourage and build 
enthusiasm and confidence of vic- 
tory in the struggle. He must sy 
tematically destroy the enemy’ 
ideological arguments, expose the 
weaknesses of the enemy, and help 
the workers draw significant lessons 
from their battle. A vanguard Party 
must at all times dig for, unearth, 
and expose all the hidden forms o 
exploitation, and not merely lea 
struggles that flare up spontaneously. 
If elements of reliance on spon 
taneity are permitted to go unchal 
lenged, they will develop and grow 
into full-scale rejection of the policy 
of class struggle. 


MARXIST LEADERSHIP 


Joseph Stalin, in the History o/ 
the CP.S.U., states that Lenin in his 
What It To Be Done? “brilliantly 
substantiated the fundamental Marx- 
ist thesis that a Marxist party is 
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union of the working-class move- 
ment and socialism.” The mastery 
of this thesis, as a guide for the 
everyday activity of the Party, is a 
challenge and a fundamental re- 
quirement for all organizations of the 
Party. 

A Party, or a membér of the Party, 
does not give life to this fundamen- 
tal Marxist thesis by adding a slogan 
“for socialism” at the end of a speech 
or leaflet; this “union” is not made 
by publishing literature about social- 
ism in the abstract. And of course 
this “union” is not made by the 
reasoning that “socialism is not on 
the order of the day in America,” 
and so we can leave it out of our 
present-day activities and wait until 
history will place it on the order of 
the day in some distant future. The 
first is an error flowing from a lack 
of Marxist understanding; the second 
is a rejection of the struggle for so- 
cialism. The result of both are the 
same—no struggle for socialism. 

The fundamental Marxist thesis 
that the “party is the union of the 
working-class movement and social- 
ism” must be the content, the very 
essence of our leadership of every 
struggle at all times. This means 
giving a Marxist content to all 
struggles for partial demands and 
teforms. It means making the con- 
nection between the present strug- 
gles and the future, the part with 
the whole. This idea is not some- 
thing new. The Party has stated it 
before. But without periodic re- 
emphasis, additions, and continuous 
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struggle for improvement in appli- 
cation, a policy becomes musty, is 
left on the shelf and forgotten or 
used only for abstract lectures on 
Sunday. 

Let us take the issue of speedup 
and see how this problem appears 
to different elements in the leadership 
of the trade-union movement. 

(a) The approach of the Right- 
wing, class-collaborationist leaders 
derives from their slogan, “The more 
you produce the more you have.” In 
practice, such trade-union leaders 
often sit on “joint committees” to 
devise new means by which to speed 
up production. To them, speedup 
is not an issue, but a “joint respon- 
sibility” of labor and “management.” 

(b) To the reformist Keynesian 
type of trade-union leaders, the es- 
sence of this issue is summed up in 
their slogans, “A fair day’s work for 
a fair day’s pay”"—“A guarantee for 
a reasonable profit.” This is also a 
class-collaborationist policy, but thesc 
trade-union leaders are obliged to 
give lip-service against speedup, and 
when forced, may even go along 
with some actions. 

(c) To a Marxist, the approach 
and content flows from the pro- 
found truth that all speedup, in all 
its multitude of forms, only in- 
creases the workers’ rate of exploita- 
tion and results in a greater profit 
for the capitalists. 

The “high production” and “fair 
day’s pay for a fair day’s work” 
notions are as old as the capitalist 
system itself. These slogans are be- 
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coming worn-out from use in the 
hiding and concealing of the high- 
way robbery that is capitalism. Al- 
most a hundred years ago, Frederick 
Engels exposed this slogan as follows: 
“Labor is, besides the earth, the only 
source of wealth. . . . The produce 
of the labor of those who do 
work gets unavoidably accumulated 
in the hands of those who do not 
work, and becomes in their hands 
the most powerful means to enslave 
the very men who produced it.” 
American capitalism, like capitalism 
everywhere, has used these slogans 
to disguise the fact that it expropri- 
ates, grabs, the total product pro- 
duced by the working class and re- 
turns to the workers in the form 
of wages just enough for a bare ex- 
istence, and often less. Thus, in 1948 
the capitalists of our country amassed 
34 billion dollars in the form of 
profits (before taxes), while 31 per 
cent of all American families received 
less than $2,000 per family (in 1947). 

There cannot be, and there is not, 
anything “fair” about the system of 
capitalism. This is why, if the work- 
ers are really to benefit from greater 
production (without speedup), the 
whole system of exploitation and 
profits must be done away with and 
replaced by a more advanced sys- 
tem, socialism. 

This theoretical understanding of- 
fers a guide to an effective program 
of action. The need at all times is 
for organized actions against speed- 
up. The exact form and character 
of these struggles must depend on 
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the concrete circumstances and r. 
lationship of forces. 

During such activities all the work. 
ers participating must be taught that 
speedup is going to result only in 
more profits at their own expens. 
By the use of highly skilled “time 
study” men, the exploiters have 
been squeezing more out of the 
workers every minute, hour, and 
day. One of the immediate results 
is that in an industry such as auto, 
the Wall Street barons have 
squeezed every bit of energy out of 
the workers in ten years’ less time 
than in most other industries, and » 
the auto worker’s span of working 
life is ten years shorter. 

The workers must be shown that 
it is not only the immediate bos 
who is involved, but rather tha 
speedup is a part of the whole sys 
tem of exploitation and profits. The 
content of the struggle must be oi 
such a nature that all workers wil 
see that only a constant and united 
struggle can slow down this frenzied 
drive for profits. At the same time, 
the content of our leadership mus 
guarantee that more and more se: 
tions of the workers will draw the 
conclusion that only a basic change, 
the scrapping of the system, will end 
this insanity forever. 

Let us see how the struggle for 
equal rights for the Negro workers 
in general, and for upgrading spe 
cifically, is approached by the dif 
ferent elements in the trade-union 
leadership. Among the Right wing, 
some work openly for a policy & 
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discrimination. Others pay lip ser- 
vice to equal rights and upgrading 
or even vote for motions along these 
lines; but the “hitch” is that in most 
basic industries there cannot be any 
general upgrading or advancement 
until discrimination is done away 
with in the large lily white skilled 
departments, in the trade schools, 
and in the apprenticeship programs. 

The Marxist understanding of this 
fundamental question flows from 
the truth that labor in the white skin 
can never be free so long as labor in 
the black skin is branded. The pur- 
pose of the system of segregation and 
discrimination is to divide the work- 
ing class in order to continue the sys- 
tem of exploitation. From the under- 
standing that the ideology and prac- 
tices of white chauvinism are pow- 
erful weapons of the capitalist class 
designed to perpetuate this system, 
from the understanding of the rela- 
tionship of this chauvinistic offen- 
sive to the liberation battles of the 
Negro nation oppressed in the South- 
ern Black Belt—from this theoretical 
understanding flows a program of 
action: 

(1) To organize action at all times 
against every and all forms of dis- 
crimination. 

(2) To maintain a continuous, sys- 
tematic campaign exposing the way 
in which white chauvinism serves as 
a weapon of the ruling class in prop- 
ping up its profit system by means 
of the strategy of divide-and-rule. 


(3) To show the need for unity 
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of Negro and white workers in all 
struggles. 

(4) To conduct the campaign with 
such content that all workers taking 
part in the struggle will see the need 
forcefully to reject the policies and 
practices of discrimination and to 
see the need for class unity and soli- 
darity. The content must be such 
as to enable the workers to draw the 
conclusion that a system that must re- 
sort to lynchings, frame-ups, and 
other barbaric forms of terror, that 
resorts to such hideous, divisive 
measures to poison the minds of the 
people in order to perpetuate its rule, 
must be destroyed, and a new, more 
advanced system, socialism, built in 
its place. 

As indicated in the foregoing ex- 
amples, the unity of the working- 
class movement and socialist con- 
sciousness must be made the content 
and essence of every struggle. When 
workers take part in a fight, they 
become more receptive to learning 
what are the deeper issues, the “big 
politics” behind the conditions they 
face and fight against. And it is es- 
pecially in the midst of such a strug- 
gle that the Communists have the 
opportunity to explain the basic poli- 
cies of class struggle as they appear 
under the spotlight of Marxist-Len- 
inist science, 

The Marxist-Leninist thesis of the 
Party being the “union” of the work- 
ing-class movement and _ socialism 
is a source of limitless fighting mo- 
rale and enthusiasm. Without this 
understanding, one very easily slips 








out of the ranks of the fighters for 
socialism and into the ranks of the 
“negotiators.” To the extent that 
Party organizations strive to give a 
Marxist content to their every ac- 
tivity, to that extent are they active, 
vigorous, enthusiastic, growing or- 
ganizations. To the extent that the 
content is reformist, mechanical, or 
non-Marxist in general, the organi- 
zations lack enthusiasm, perspective, 
and consistency in their activities. 
The content of our leadership must 
help all workers draw the general 
conclusions -about classes and class 
struggle, of the need to fight for 
socialism. 


CONCENTRATION: LENIN’S 
METHOD 


So far I have dealt with manifes- 
tations of certain shortcomings in the 
political content of our activities. 
Now a few words on certain weak- 
nesses in the forms and style of our 
work. 

At the last State Convention of 
our Communist Party in Ohio, great 
stress was placed on industrial con- 
centration. This was correct, and the 
Party is all the stronger as a result. 
But our work has convinced us that 
we have not yet fully understood 
the meaning of this question. We 
did not draw the full conclusions 
from Comrade Winston’s report to 
the Fourteenth National Convention 
of our Party last August: “This can- 
not be done, unless we turn the face 
of the entire Party to the workers in 
the factory.” We have viewed indus- 
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trial concentration as either the mos 
important or one of the most impor. 
tant tasks. We understood this con. 
centration as a task for a section of 
the Party. To us, industrial concen. 
tration was largely limited to the 
important task of leaflet distribution 
and Worker sales. 

As a result of our experience, it is 
now clear that industrial concentra. 
tion cannot be viewed as a task; it 
is not an assignment that you give 
to one section of the Party. Indus 
trial concentration is a basic Leninis 
method of work for the whole Party. 
Industrial concentration means giv- 
ing life to some basic Leninist con. 
cepts of a Marxist Party. It gives life 
to the Leninist concept of the Com- 
munist Party as the vanguard of the 
working class. It gives meaning w 
the whole idea that ours is a work. 
ing-class Party. It gives life to the 
concept that we must take hold of 
the main link, the link that will 
move everything else at the given 
moment. 

Industrial concentration gives con- 
tent to the Leninist concept of the 
hegemony of the proletariat in all 
phases and stages of the struggle. If 
we agree with Lenin that “only ; 
class like the proletariat could rally 
around itself all the forces discon 
tented with capitalism,” then we 
must show that agreement by apply- 
ing the method of industrial con- 
centration in leading and winning 
the proletariat. 

Comrade Eugene Dennis showed 
the significance of this method for 
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our current struggles when he stated: 
“To halt the drive toward fascism 
and war, the new people’s coalition 
must be led by the working class and 
its most class conscious sector.” 


One cannot speak seriously about 
replacing capitalism by Socialism un- 
less the decisive role the working 
class must perform in this transfor- 
mation is fully grasped. 

No movement, organization, or 
coalition dedicated to human prog- 
ress can succeed today unless the 
working class is an integral part, in 
fact the most decisive part, of such 
a movement. 


The working class will not play 
this decisive role automatically. It 
must be organized, it must be made 
conscious of being a class in struggle 
with the capitalist class, it must be 
infused with political consciousness, 
it must be taught how to unravel the 
hidden forms of slavery and exploi- 
tation, it must be guided along the 
road to victory over its class foe. 
Marxism-Leninism is the key to ac- 
complishing all these tasks. We must 
use this key by a concentrated atten- 
tion to this all-important and decisive 
section of the population. 


Industrial concentration is the basic 
method and approach toward every- 
thing we do. Issues and tactics will 
change, but the role of the working 
class in general and of the workers 
in basic industry in particular is a 
constant, permanent element in all 
industrial concentration plans or ob- 
jectives. Industrial concentration is 
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the method of work of the Party of 
a “new type.” 

At the core of the mass work of 
the Party is the objective of winning 
the majority of the working class to 
a class-struggle policy, and of isolat- 
ing those leaders of the trade unions 
who are pursuing the policy of class 
collaboration, of supporting all the 
reactionary ways of Wall Street. Or- 
ganically related to this central mass 
task, we have a number one must— 
building and rooting the Communist 
Party in the main industries and in- 
dustrial centers. 

How can the Party as a whole 
work on the central task; or, to put 
it another way, how can the central 
objective be at the very heart of the 
activity of every section of our Party? 

To begin with, we must under- 
stand industrial concentration as a 
basic method of work. Then, the 
Party, and certainly all levels of the 
leadership, must know what the cen- 
tral tasks and objectives are. The 
Party must be acquainted with the 
issues, forces, background and the 
tactics to be pursued in reaching the 
objective. 

The winning of the majority of the 
working class cannot be viewed with- 
in the narrow confines of the shop 
or local union. Besides working in 
shops, workers are a part of the com- 
munity. They have families which 
are all very definitely influenced by 
the life in the shops. They are mem- 
bers of all types of community or- 
ganizations. The workers influence, 
and in turn are influenced by, this 





life that surrounds the industries. 
The Party can mold this reciprocal 
influence if it is acquainted with the 
problems and developments in the 
shops or industry. A neighborhood 
club of the Party cannot influence or 
lead the wives and families of steel- 
workers on any issue unless such a 
club is acquainted with the inner life 
and goings-on in the steel mill and 
the union local. 

The Party must become the molder 
of a fighting alliance between the 
labor movement and the Negro peo- 
ple. This alliance, in which a lead- 
ing part must be played by the Left- 
progressive unions, can become stable 
and effective only on the basis of a 
fight against all forms of discrimina- 
tion in and out of the shops. 

The working women and work- 
ing-class housewives can be won to 
a class-struggle outlook only when 
Communists and other Left-progres- 
sive trade-union leaders recognize 
and fight for the special problems of 
women workers in the shops. These 
women workers will then become the 
element unifying the militant trade 
unionists and the working-class 
housewives and women’s organiza- 
tions in general. As an important 
feature of industrial concentration, 
Communist women should work for 
and help build such a unity. We 
must help organize chapters of wo- 
men’s organizations which include 
women workers and the wives and 
relatives of shop workers. The pro- 
grams and policies of such organiza- 
tions must meet the pressing eco- 
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nomic, social and political needs of 
working-class women. 

There is an old saying that “he 
who has the youth has the future’ 
This proverb has meaning because oj 
the fact that he who leads the youth 
can lead the working class. To speak 
of winning the working class with. 
out special efforts to win the youth js 
unthinkable. These special effons 
must start with a struggle in and by 
the trade unions on the special issue; 
facing working-class youth in indus 
try as well as for the interests of the 
youth in general. The unions mus 
take seriously the organization of 
large, industry-wide sports move 
ments. The unions must give serious 
consideration to the social and recre- 
ational needs of the youth. 

The Party must become the force 
unifying Left-progressive, class-strug- 
gle trade unionism, and the foreign- 
born nationality organizations. Ao 
orientation of this kind must include 
special organizational forms of edu- 
cation and agitation. 

To illustrate further the method 
of industrial concentration, let us see 
how the student sections of our Party 
must apply this method. The Com- 
munist student must feel a direct re- 
sponsibility toward carrying out this 
central work of the Party. This 
should be viewed under three head. 
ings. 

1. He must never allow the “class 
less” atmosphere of the schools to 
enter into the content of the thinking 
and political work of Communis 
students. There must be a very con 























scious study and understanding of 
the emancipating role of the working 
class, which caries on its banners 
the hopes for the future of our peo- 
ple, including the students. He must 
avoid studying Marxism as an aca- 
demic question, must apply himself 
to it as a science, a program of action, 
a guide for struggle. 2. He must take 
part in some direct activities in the 
industrial concentration plans of the 
Party. 3. Regardless of his plans for 
the future, he should endeavor to get 
a job in industry whenever possible. 

Such a program is not in contra- 
diction to the work among students. 
On the contrary, it can round out the 
work of the Communist students and 
make it more effective. It will build 
the best type of cadres for the work 
of the Party. 


CONCLUSION 


The foregoing is a sketchy outline 
of the tasks of every section of the 
Party which flow from our central 
task and objective. 

Finally, industrial concentration is 
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not a seasonal occupation. It is not a 
method of work that we will use only 
for a period of time. It is a perma- 
nent method of work. 

We have made great strides for- 
ward in our understanding of Marx- 
ism-Leninism. We must continue to 
do so, to master this science of the 
working class. We have relearned the 
art of leadership and struggle—but 
we must continue to improve it. We 
have re-established the methods and 
forms of the Leninist Party of a “new 
type”"—but we must not become 
smug, we must constantly strive for 
better forms and methods. 

A Party that relaxes or stops even 
for a moment in its struggles to im- 
prove constantly its activities and un- 
derstanding of Marxism-Leninism is 
a Party that has taken the first step 
backward, toward defeat. Our Com- 
munist Party, U.S.A., has advanced 
because we have struggled against 
all manifestations of alien, non-work- 
ing-class ideologies. We will continue 
to advance because we will continue 
to struggle against all such manifes- 
tations. 





The Chinese People’s Victories ani 
The Warmakers’ Dilemm 


by George Phillips 


THE SCOPE AND MAGNITUDE of the vic- 
tories of the Chinese revolution are 
universally recognized as a turning 
point both in the fight for colonial 
freedom and in the international re- 
lationship of forces. Half of the hu- 
man race lives in Asia which, in the 
past, has been the world center of 
colonial oppression. Under the im- 
pact of the people’s victories in China, 
which demonstrate the growing 
world-wide strength of the anti-im- 
perialist camp, Asia today stands out 
as a world center of resistance to 
imperialism and colonial oppression. 

The victories of the Chinese Lib- 
eration Forces are transforming 
China from a semi-feudal and semi- 
colonial country into an independent 
country developing a new democratic 
revolution under Communist leader- 
ship. 

By the end of February 1949, the 
People’s Liberation Armies in China 
had freed 770 cities and towns, in- 
cluding a number of large cities with 
populations of two million inhabi- 
tants, and liberated more than 200,- 
000,000 of China’s population of 
450,000,000. More decisive than any 
quantitative summary is the qualita- 
tive character of the people’s victories 


to date. As Mao Tse-tung, chairman 
of the Central Committee of the 
Communist Party of China, pointed 
out in the statement. “On Peace in 
China,” that he issued on Januar 
14 of this year: , 


In the course of two and a half years, 
the Chinese People’s Liberation Army 
wiped out the main military forces of 
the Kuomintang reactionary Govern. 
ment and all its crack divisions. 

At the present time, the People’s Lib 
eration Army is superior to the remnant 
military forces of the Kuomintang re 
actionary Government in numbers, 
morale, and equipment. Now, at last, 
the people of China have begun to 
come into their own. 

Now the situation is extremely clear: 
the People’s Liberation Army need 
only further deal some heavy blows at 
the remaining Kuomintang troops, and 
the entire reactionary ruling machin. 
ery of the KMT will crumble into dus 
and extinction. (China Digest (Hong 
Kong) Vol. V, No. 7, Jan. 25, 1949.) 


At this writing, these conclusive 
blows are yet to be dealt as the popu: 
lar forces continue to march forward, 
regrouping and reorganizing their 
armies, consolidating their victories, 
building the new democracy and 
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daily increasing the area and popu- 
lation of the Liberated Areas. The 
capitalist press in the United States 
has become “bored” with the steady 
succession of Communist-led victo- 
ries and has so played down or sup- 
pressed even the military events of 
the past weeks as to create the false 
impression of a standstill in China. 
But the state of affairs in China is 
not at all static. Even the most cur- 
sory reading of the dispatches of 
the New China News Agency 
(N.C.N.A.]—largely ignored by the 
American press—reveals that the 
mopping up of the Nanking ar- 
mies continues. On March 12, 
for example, the N.C.N.A. an- 
nounced the victorious compietion 
of the People’s Army’s Hsuchow- 
Pengpu campaign, which liberated 
an area of 90,000 square kilometers, 
with a population of more than 10,- 
000,000 people in the Huai-Yangtze 
Rivers area, famous for its rich agri- 
culture and fishing stretches. On 
March 11, N.C.N.A. announced a 
thirteen-day advance on the Shensi 
front that liberated 1,200,000 people. 
These and similar victories on other 
fronts have virtually been concealed 
from the American people, while the 
problems still to be solved in the 
Liberated Areas have been singled 
out in such isolation from their true 
context that they represent a gross 
distortion. Other N.C.N.A.  dis- 
patches set forth the tremendous 
story of the rebirth of the Liberated 
Areas on new foundations, the en- 
forcement of land reform, the ad- 








THE CHINESE PEOPLE’S VICTORIES 49 


vances in agricultural production and 
the people’s living standards, the 
important developments in the indus- 
trial expansion in the Liberated 
Areas as fundamental expressions of 
the advancing Chinese revolution. 
China has illuminated the new 
scope, intensity, and maturity of the 
national liberation movements of the 
East. The Chinese Communist Party, 
leading the Chinese nation to free- 
dom, has demonstrated the road to 
freedom for all the nations and peo- 
ples now under colonial subjugation. 


COLONIAL STRUGGLES IN ASIA 


While the victories over foreign 
imperialist intervention and its na- 
tive compradore and feudal stooges 
have reached their highest develop- 
ment in China, the same basic con- 
flict is being waged in varying de- 
grees in all of the countries of Asia. 

In Indo-China, Indonesia, the Phil- 
ippines, Malaya, Burma and Korea 
the most important new feature is 
the strength and militancy of the 
colonial liberation movements. In all 
of these countries organized anti- 
imperialist movements of unprece- 
dented strength are vital and perma- 
nent factors, with deep roots in the 
peasantry, the rising labor move- 
ments, students and intellectuals, and 
those sections of the national bour- 
geoisie—small as they may be—that 
have refused to surrender and betray 
their national interests to the im- 
perialists. In all of these countries 
Communist Parties are the leading 
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force in the national liberation strug- 
gles. That is the emerging new factor 
in Asia. 

The aggressive drive of the western 
imperialist powers, fortified and led 
by the United States, to reimpose 
their domination over the peoples 
and countries of Asia is the main 
factor that the colonial peoples have 
to contend with. To carry out this 
design, imperialism has resorted to 
armed aggression against the peoples 
of Southeast Asia and in turn has 
encountered the armed resistance of 
the postwar colonial liberation move- 
ments. 

Imperialist intervention is not the 
dominant new factor in Asia. It is a 
continuation, under new conditions 
and in many new guises and forms, 
of a full century of Western domi- 
nation in China and many centuries 
of Western rule in other parts of 
Asia. The decisive new factor, which 
is the key to the future of Asia, is 
the fact that a century of imperialist 
rule in China is being brought to 
an end and that the imperialist pow- 
ers in all the other countries of Asia 
can no longer fashion events as they 
desire and are confronted with revo- 
lutionary freedom movements of un- 
precedented strength. 

The changing face of Asia, the ris- 
ing tide of the anti-imperialist forces, 
cannot be fully appreciated without 
some reference to the developments 
in Japan, which, before the war, 
played the Asian counterpart of Nazi 
Germany’s role in Europe. With the 
war’s end, U.S. policy was designed 





to transform Japan into a colony of 
the United States, into a US. bay 
of operations against the Sovie 
Union and the colonial liberation 
movements in the Far East. Gener 
MacArthur’s occupation policy ha 
violated the Allied agreements an¢ 
the far Eastern Commission, ha 
pursued an anti-labor and anti-Com. 
munist policy and has concentrated 
on trying to reimpose the Japanes 
fascists as the puppets of American 
imperialist rule. But in Japan, too, 
which has the largest organized lh. 
bor movement in the Far East (6, 
000,000 strong) the anti-imperialis 
movement is growing and winning 
victories. In the elections of Janu. 
ary 1949, the Japanese Communis 
Party trebled its popular vote over 
that of April 1947 with three million 
votes and won 35 seats in the lower 
house of the Diet, an increase of 31 
seats over the number in 1947. 

Analyzing the results of the Jap 
anese elections in Far East Spotlight 
of March 1949, Hugh Deane, Tokyo 
correspondent of Allied Labor News, 
points out: 


The number of successful Commu 
nist candidates is not the whole story. 
The party elected 12 candidates in 
Japans six largest cities—Tokyo, Osaka 
Yokohama, Nagoya, Kyoto and Kot 
—showing that it has succeeded th 
Socialists as the political representatin 
of the majority of the workers. 

The Socialist Party which won : 
plurality in the 1947 elections paid for 
its broken promises, vacillation and co- 
ruption by losing nearly 100 seats. .. 
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In November and December a series 
of mergers with Left-wing Socialist Par 
ty branches took place, and large num 
bers of workers, union leaders and in- 
tellectuals joined the party. Thus the 
cections registered Communist strength 
at what may well turn out to be an 
early phase of continuing expansion. 

The Communist gains were won 
despite the indirect and direct opposi- 
tion of the occupation authorities and 
despite an electoral law which sharply 
curtailed campaigning. Several likely 
Communist candidates were arrested 
just prior to the campaign and forced 
to withdraw. In Nagano Prefecture ex- 
hortations to vote against the Commu- 
nists, signed by the American Military 
Government, appeared on official bulle- 
tin boards. . . . 

The view of Communist leaders 
Kyuichi Tokuda and Sanzo Nozaka is 
that the elections created conditions 
favorable to the formation of a People’s 
Democratic Front which can oppose 
Yoshida’s Tory majority both in the 
Diet and through the action of organ- 
ized workers and farmers. 

Both the party’s central committee 
and the Congress of Industrial Unions, 
which is Japan’s largest union federa- 
tion and which elected four of its own 
oficials to the Diet, have issued calls 
for unity of action by the Communist, 
Socialist and Labor-Farmer parties. 
Leaders of the Labor-Farmer Party, 
which has seven seats in the Diet, have 
already agreed in principle to the ne- 
tssity of such a people’s front. 


Significantly, the reactionary Amer- 
can press is now beginning to admit 
that the strength of the Japanese 
Communists can be expected to grow 
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and extensively, to a far greater ex- 
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still further in the coming months. 
Thus, the Far Eastern Editor ot the 
Big Business-minded weekly U.S. 
News & World Report observes in 
the March 25, 1949, issue: 


Of course the Communists want to 
make the situation appear: “the Amer- 
icans against the workers and the Com- 
munists,” and I am inclined to believe 
they have pretty well succeeded. That 
is demonstrated by the election results. 
I think the trend of U.S. policy now 
will start pinching the farmers, so that 
in the next year or two the farmers will 
feel that they have no one to turn to 
except the Communists. 


The foundations of the entire co- 
lonial system in Asia are being shak- 
en at a time when the capitalist 
powers are most dependent upon the 
colonies and when the expansionist 
drive of American monopoly capi- 
talism for world domination is being 
pursued with particular intensity in 
the colonial countries, 


WALL STREET STRATEGY 
DEFEATED 


The Chinese Liberation Forces 
have scored their sweeping victories, 
not alone against the warlords and 
the corrupt Kuomintang regime in 
China, but against the most power- 
ful force in the imperialist world: 
American imperialism. In China 
American imperialism fully exposed 
its new role in world affairs as the 
dominant and most aggressive im- 
perialist power. It intervened openly 
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tent than official government figures 
indicate, and took its stand as the 
decisive enemy of the Chinese revo- 
lution. In China, where U'S. inter- 
vention was more extensive in terms 
of military direction and supplies as 
well as dollar assistance to fascist and 
reactionary puppets than in any other 
part of the globe, the expansionist 
drive of the American monopolies 
suffered its greatest defeat. 

Large-scale U.S. intervention in 
China was begun before the Truman 
Doctrine got its name and Congres- 
sional approval in conjunction with 
Greece and Turkey. American im- 
perialism made China a kingpin of 
its postwar expansionism and a major 
concentration in its strategic plans 
for a third world war. And it is 
here that American imperialism suf- 
fered its greatest postwar reverse and 
collided with the harsh reality that 
aroused peoples stand between the 
Wall Street-Washington blueprints 
and their implementation. The Chi- 
nese revolution, basing itself on faith 
in the people as the prime makers of 
history, is on the path of nationwide 
victory because it did not fall into 
the trap of overestimating the 
strength of imperialism and its ability 
to fashion the world as it desires. 
In China the weaknesses and limi- 
tations of American imperialism have 
been exposed for all the world to see 
and the strength of the people’s anti- 
imperialist national liberation move- 
ments have been demonstrated un- 
mistakably. 

In the geopolitics of the “cold war” 
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the strategists of U.S. monopoh 
world domination had assigned ; 
very specific place to China. Just x 
Nazi aggression found expression jn 
the Nazi school of geopolitics, so the 
aggressive U.S. postwar foreign policy 
has given rise to an American schoo 
of geopolitics which finds expression 
in a series of studies and volums 
published for limited circulation. 

In essence the American geopoli 
tical doctrine is a blueprint for im. 
perialist encirclement of the Sovie 
Union and the new democracies of 
Europe through Anglo-American 
control of all the “rimlands” of the 
Eurasian land mass, or, in other 
words, of all the countries bordering 
or approaching the Soviet Union and 
the new democracies by land. This 
overall strategic concept guided 
the U.S. intervention in Turkey, 
Greece and Italy, the transformation 
of the Mediterranean from a Brit 
ish to an American lake with 
dominant U.S. naval power, and 
the strategic concentration on the 
Middle Eastern countries (all 
the south of the Soviet Union); the 
drive to consolidate a Western Ev- 
ropean alliance, now expanded into 
the North Atlantic Military Pact; a 
well as American intervention in 
China. 

Of all these countries the U.S. mili 
tary attached singular importance to 
American control of China, which is 
the largest and most important “rim 
land” of the Eurasian land mas. 
Although Japan has captured the 


imagination of many Americans 4s 
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the central military and strategic 
factor in Asia, the American military 
have never fallen victim to this popu- 
lar illusion. Japan’s military strength 
in the last war was based on the in- 
dustrial power of Manchuria, North 
China, and Korea, which had been 
subjugated by Japan. Japan minus 
Manchuria, North China, and Korea, 
is only a minor power, and because 
of its insular position, detached from 
the mainland of Asia, is only of sec- 
ondary importance in the plans for 
a third world war. No one has better 
expressed the special place that China 
holds in the thinking of the Amer- 
ican military than Major General 
Claire Lee Chennault in his latest 
book, Way of a Fighter, the fore- 
word to which was inserted in the 
Congressional Record of January 31, 
1949, by Senator Styles Bridges. 
Chennault, a spokesman of the most 
rabid and extreme interventionists, 


declares baldly in this book: 


North China and Manchuria were 
the industrial bases that furnished more 
than one-third of all Japanese war pro- 
duction. From air bases built for the 
Americans during the last war at 
Chengtu, Sian, and Lanchow in north- 
west China, all of the vast Russian in- 
dustry back of the Ural Mountains is 
open to air attack. From these same 
bases and dozens of others in north 
China the slender thread of Russian 
communication between eastern and 
western Siberia could be snapped by 
even a small air force. With north 
China controlled by a government 
irendly to the United States, Russia’s 
only access to these fields would be 
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across a thousand miles of Turkestan 
desert. As a result of the Communist 
sweep in China, many of these vital 
fields are already in the hands of Chi- 
nese Communists. From Okinawa, Ja- 
pan and the Philippines, American air 
power can only peck away at the peri- 
meter of Russia’s vitals. From north 
and central China the same force could 
strike deeply into Russia’s industrial 
heart. These, then, are the stakes for 
which we are playing in China. 


General MacArthur has repeatedly 
and hysterically called attention to 
the significance of China in the plan- 
ning of the U.S. military. He has 
frequently reported that the advances 
of the Chinese Liberation Forces to 
the Yangtze River would make the 
U.S. imperialist position in Japan un- 
tenable, and has described China 
as the “fundamental keystone to the 
Pacific arch.” 


U.S. WARMAKERS’ DILEMMA 


It is only against this background 
that we can understand the sense of 
panic, frustration, hysteria and di- 
lemma that has gripped the news- 
papers and commentators committed 
to the cold war in discussing China 
today. For months the American re- 
actionary press has been speaking of 
the developments in China in terms 
of “disaster” and “debacle.” Even 
official Washington, firmly in the 
grip of the strategists of an anti- 
Soviet war, has not been able to con- 
ceal the state of shock into which it 
was driven by the people’s victories 
in China. Paul G. Hoffman, Eco- 
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nomic Cooperation Administrator, 
delivered a report to the press at the 
Chamber of Commerce of the State 
of New York on January 6, 1949, 
on his return from an official survey 
trip to Europe and Asia. In this 
report Hoffman dramatized Wash- 
ington’s profound disturbance over 
the developments in Asia. He said, 
speaking of course for the imperial- 
ists, “If you have been out in Asia 
. . + it gives you the heeby-jeebies.” 
(New York Times, January 7, 1949.) 
And what is it that gives Washing- 
ton the “heeby-jeebies”? The realiza- 
tion that American imperialism can- 
not do what it wants to in Asia. 

Walter Lippmann gave the clear- 
est expression to this new realization 
in his column in the New York Her- 
ald Tribune of January 10, 1949, 
when he said in a realistic appraisal 
reflecting the impact of the victories 
of the Chinese revolution: 


In trying to decide what we should 
do we must begin, I think, by recog- 
nizing that we cannot shape and direct 
the course of events in Asia. We may 
be able to exert a useful influence in 
maintaining friendly relations between 
the Western democracies and the 
emerging peoples of Asia. Even that 
will be difficult to do. But if we try 
to do more than that, or something 
quite different—as for example to sup- 
port puppet governments against the 
rising tide of nationalism and social 
revolution—we shall almost certainly 
fail and lose what influence we might 
otherwise have. 


Lippmann then goes on to ask: 


“Where, then, shall we look for allie, 
now that Nationalist China, & 
Netherlands and France are so may. 
festly unable to play the role in Asi 
which we had supposed they woul 
play?” 

The dilemma of U.S. imperialis 
policy in China was most recent 
registered at an executive session of 
the Senate Foreign Relations Com 
mittee on March 22, 1949. According 
to The New York Times of March 
23: 

The witness on China heard by the 
Senate committee was Maj.-Gen. David 
G. Barr, chief of the Joint United 
States Military Advisory Group 
China. He was quoted by committer 
men as saying that the Chinese Com. 
munist Army could push across th 
whole of China whenever it decided w 
drive southward. He testified, members 
said, that there was no real line of & 
fense south of the Yangtze River and 
that the disorganized Nationalist Arm 
could offer no effective resistance. 


It is this estimate of the actual 
military situation and the prevailing 
relationship of forces in China tha 
has dictated the cautious and secre 
tive policy of official Washington 
The old forms of direct U.S. military 
intervention have been rendered in- 
effective and unsuitable by the vic 
tories of the Liberation Armies. Off 
cially Washington has pronounced 
policy of “watchful waiting.” But thi 
should not deceive anyone into be 
lieving that because of the difficulties 
involved U.S. imperialist intervention 
has ceased or been written off the 
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hooks in Washington. The magni- 
tude and complexity of the problem 
has inevitably given rise to very out- 
spoken and discernible differences of 
tactics in American imperialist circles. 
But the divisions that do exist are 
only tactical, evolving round the 
question of what aré the best, most 
ecient and most economical forms 
of intervention to be utilized. There 
is no division of opinion among the 
American imperialists as to the need 
for further intervention and further 
US. imperialist efforts to destroy the 
independence of China. 

The predominant line in Wash- 
ington appears to be based on three 
considerations: (1) Do everything 
possible to secure a military force in 
South China as strong as possible; 
(2) maneuver secretly and flexibly 
among the various Kuomintang and 
pro-imperialist groupings to develop 
as extensive a fifth column operation 
as possible in North China to dis- 
rupt and harass the Liberated Areas: 
(3) proceed with efforts to strength- 
en the U.S. military position in West- 
ern Europe—the North Atlantic Mili- 
tary Pact—the Middle East, Africa, 
and East Asia to compensate for the 
imperialist reverses in China itself. 

The central thing to bear in mind 
is that this official policy, which ap- 
pears at this stage of developments to 
disavow any immediate large-scale 
US. appropriations to the Kuomin- 
tang forces, is in no shape or form 
a non-interventionist position. It is 
intervention concentrating on fifth 
column operations in North China 
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and the assembling of instruments of 
intervention in South China. 

The decisive thing to bear in mind 
is that while American reaction is 
licking its wounds, it has not sur- 
rendered and has not abandoned 
China. American intervention, in 
various guises and forms—including 
further military intervention — re- 
mains the chief enemy of the vic- 
torious culmination of the Chinese 
democratic revolution. 

In tactical opposition to this line 
and policy is the Bullitt-MacArthur- 
Luce group that demands large-scale 
and immediate military and eco- 
nomic assistance to Chiang Kai-shek. 
The program of this group, as 
voiced by Bullitt’s testimony to the 
Joint Committee on Foreign Eco- 
nomic Assistance on January 6, 1949, 
was accurately described by the New 
York Herald Tribune as a proposal 
for “a virtual declaration of war on 
the Chinese Communists by Wash- 
ington.” (January 7, 1949.) This 
New York Herald Tribune editorial 
went on to say: 


Although his [Bullitt’s] proposals 
are as extreme as anyone is likely to 
make they might be worth serious con- 
sideration if China had an effective 
government at Nanking, and if the 
Chinese people were in a mood to fight 
the Reds. 


Here we see that there is no differ- 
ence in principle between the Bullitt 
group, which is hysterically urging a 
full-scale U.S. war against the new 
China now, and those who support 








the State Department policy of more 
cautious maneuvering and more dis- 
guised intervention. The only differ- 
ences between the two groups are on 
grounds of expediency and what is 
practical. 

The State Department can afford 
to conceal its real intentions behind 
a studied silence on China because 
loud interventionist demands are be- 
ing raised both by articulate group- 
ings in the House and the Senate, as 
well as by the Luce, Scripps-Howard, 
Hearst, and other publications. The 
clamor for an American war against 
the Chinese Liberation Forces is 
raised daily, from one source or an- 
other. This propaganda machine is 
sufficient for the State Department to 
build up support for any large-scale 
intervention it may decide upon 
when it sees fit. Meantime, the de- 
mands for appropriations to the Kuo- 
mintang forces are increasing both 
in the House and in the Senate. For 
a while the demands in Congress for 
immediate large-scale appropriations 
to Chiang Kai-shek were Republican 
in origin. By March 10, 1949, how- 
ever, the demand in the Senate for 
an immediate appropriation of one 
and a half billion dollars to combat 
the Chinese Liberation Forces was 
openly bipartisan. 50 Senators, 25 
Republicans and 25 Democrats, in- 
cluding the chairman of the Demo- 
cratic National Committee and other 
colleagues of Truman in the Senate, 
jointly endorsed the demand for this 
appropriation. These 50 Senators con- 
stitute more than half of the Senate. 
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The great danger today is accelerate 
U.S. intervention in China. 

Both the Social-Democratic press 
and the Roman Catholic press in the 
United States fundamentally suppor 
the Bullitt-MacArthur position an 
the transformation of China into the 
first battleground of World War Ill, 

The greatest mistake that the peace 
forces can make would be to fail to 
see the growing danger of American 
imperialist maneuvers and interven. 
tion in China. One of the most obvi. 
ous reasons for the present cloak of 
secrecy that the State Departmen 
has pulled over its China policy is 
to disarm the American people and 
try to prevent them from seeing the 
price in American dollars and man- 
power that Wall Street is ready to 
pay in order to satisfy its lust for 
domination of China as a base for 
its world-domination war plans. 


BROWDER’S SPECIAL SERVICE 
TO IMPERIALISM 


Most of the bourgeois liberals have 
joined this imperialist game in their 
own way. They have scored the with- 
drawal of Chiang Kai-shek from the 
titular leadership of the Kuomintang 
as a great victory for liberalism and 
are now sharpening up their differ. 
ences with, and attacks against, the 
Chinese Communists who are re- 
sponsible for the defeats of the Kuo 
mintang. These attacks against the 
Chinese Communists, who lead the 
Liberation Forces in China, consti- 
tute direct aid and assistance to 
American imperialism. 
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But it remained for Earl Browder, 
in his latest pamphleteering effort, 
pompously titled, Chinese Lessons 
for American Marxists, to make the 
boldest defense of the American im- 
perialists in this period when the 
China policy of the United States 
is being re-examined and re-discussed 
on the highest levels in the light of 
the new developments. 

Browder, parading as a Marxist 
and as the oracle of the Chinese 
Communists and the Liberation 
movement in China, has written the 
most dishonest and bald perversion 
of the role of American imperialism 
in China. Unlike the bourgeois lib- 
eras who are openly hostile to 
the Chinese Communists, Browder 
feigns friendship for the Chinese 
Communist Party the better to knife 
it in the back by apologizing for the 
crimes of American imperialism. 

Browder pays lip service to the 
Roosevelt policy. But whom does he 
blame for the betrayal of the Roose- 
velt policy and the Civil War in 
China? Does he blame the Truman 
Administration and the American 
monopolies that it serves? No. Brow- 
der would have it believed that the 
Communist Party of the United 
States, which has consistently fought 
against the betrayal of the progres- 
sive features of the Roosevelt policy, 
is responsible for the Civil War in 
China! Thus, writes this trickster of 
the pen: 












The Communists actually welcomed 
the abandonment of the Roosevelt poli- 
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cy, and the consequent development of 
civil war in China, as a good thing. 





A statement of this sort doesn’t 
even warrant a polemic. It is a pal- 
pable lie, exposed by the record, by 
the most cursory reading of the Com- 
munist press and the statements of 
the Communist Party on China. 
Browder himself is compelled to ex- 
pose his own lie, even if this means 
contradicting himself so that he can 
manufacture two anti-Communist 
lies out of the same event. For, else- 
where in his pamphlet, Browder re- 
fers to the nation-wide series of Com- 
munist Party mass meetings in 1946 
conducted under the central slogan 
of “Hands Off China!” Clearly, 
then, the Communist Party, far from 
welcoming the Civil War in China 
as a “good thing,” was the most 
articulate force in the United States, 
warning against the dangers of the 
Civil War in China and fighting 
against the American imperialist in- 
tervention that was responsible for 
the Civil War. Actually this is what 
Browder is fighting—the Communist 
Party’s opposition to American im- 
perialist intervention in China, as his 
special contribution to the American 
imperialists. Thus, he complains, 
“The policy expounded in these meet- 
ings and in the press was not a fight 
for the Roosevelt policy, but instead 
was a negative demand to ‘get out 
of China.’ .. .” 

Negative demand! Yes, negative in 


the great anti-imperialist tradition of 
the slogans: Hands Off the Soviet 
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Union! No Appeasement of the Fas- 
cist Aggressors! No Scrap Iron to 
Japan! No, to the Warmongers of 
Today! 

What Browder is doing here is still 
peddling his reactionary concept of 
“progressive” American imperialism. 
His criticism of the position of the 
Communist Party of the United 
States is an attack on the elementary 
Marxist-Leninist proposition that the 
intervention conducted by Wall 
Street in China, as everywhere else, 
is inherent in the nature of imperial- 
ism. 

Browder takes great pains to ab- 
solve American imperialism of its 
responsibility for the Civil War in 
China and tries to pin the direct 
blame for the Civil War on one 
American personality—General Mar- 
shall. 

According to Browder’s version of 
history, there is no class force in the 
United States that is consciously pro- 
moting an imperialist policy in 
China. What happened was that one 
man, General Marshall, went to 
China and “surrendered without a 
serious battle to Chiang Kai-shek 
and his cliques.” Wall Street as such 
is not to blame! But to anyone with- 
out a pro-imperialist axe to grind it 
should be evident that the general 
with the greater armed strength was 
the imperialist General Marshall and 
not the puppet Generalissimo Chiang 
Kai-shek. The capitalist Far Eastern 
Survey has reported the obvious fact 
that even the non-Marxist liberals in 
China charge United States policy 
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with responsibility for the Civil War 
in China. But for Browder to admi 
this elementary truth means to admi 
the hoax of his “progressive” Amer. 
ican imperialism. For Browder to ad. 
mit this means to admit the correct. 
ness of the Communist Party's pos 
tion in singling out Wall Street as 
the chief foe of the Chinese people 
and of the American people. Bu 
since Browder consciously has em. 
barked upon a course of serving Wall 
Street and imperialism, facts and 
events have to be twisted and dis 
torted so as to vilify the Communis 
Party of the United States. 

Browder equally distorts the overall 
position of the Chinese Communis 
Party by emphasizing that it is fight. 
ing for a prolonged period of “pri- 
vate” capitalism, rather than the new 
democracy, as a transition to social: 
ism. 

This does not correspond to the 
facts. The position of the Liberation 
Forces of China was unmistakably 
expressed in a New Year’s editorial of 


the New China News Agency 
(China Digest, January 11, 1949), 


which pointed out: 


The question now confronting the 
people of China, all democratic parties 
and groups and all people’s organiz 
tions is: are they to carry the revolution 
through to the end or are they to aban- 
don the revolution in mid-stream? Ii 
the revolution is to be carried through 
to the end, then this means using revo 
lutionary methods to firmly, thorough; 
and completely wipe out clean all reac 
tionary forces. This means the unswery- 
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ing overthrow of imperialism, feudal- 
im and bureaucratic capitalism. This 
means overthrowing the reactionary 
rule of the KMT throughout the en- 
tire country and establishing a republic 
of the people’s democratic dictatorship 
throughout the entire country under 
the leadership of the proletariat with 
an alliance of the workers and peasants 
as the main body so that the Chinese 
nation can win emancipation, change 
over from a semi-colony into a really 
independent state; so that the Chinese 
people can win liberation; so that they 
can cast off feudal and bureaucratic 
capitalist (China’s monopoly capitalist ) 
oppression, thus creating a situation of 
unified and democratic peace, creating 
the prerequisites for transformation 
from an agricultural to an industrial 
country and creating the possibility for 
advancing from a society with the ex- 
ploitation of man by man to a socialist 
society. 

What is the main danger to the 
realization of this perspective? Amer- 
ican imperialism. As the same edi- 
torial reveals: 


The policy of the American Govern- 
ment has turned from mere support of 
the KMT’s counter-revolutionary war 
to a struggle in two different forms: 
the first is to organize the remnants of 
KMT military strength and the so- 
called provincial forces for continued 
resistance to the People’s Liberation 
Amy south of the Yangtze River and 
in distant border provinces. The second 
is to Organize an opposition within the 
revolutionary camp and exert all efforts 
to put a halt to the revolution or force 
the revolution to take on a moderate 
coloring so as not to encroach too much 
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on the interests of imperialism and its 
stooges, if the revolution should con- 
tinue to advance. 


Browder’s pamphlet consciously 
cultivates a dangerous myth, the 
myth that the fighting in China is 
over, that it’s all over but the shout- 
ing, that the people have already 
won the victory, and that no further 
responsibilities confront the Ameri- 
can people in relation to China. 
Above all, the pamphlet tries to 
disarm American anti-imperialists 
by concealing the dangers of Ameri- 
can imperialist intervention, which 
not only remain acute, but which 
are growing, as we have demon- 
strated earlier in this article. There 
fore, Browder singles out the 
“Hands Off China” slogan for 
special attack when the fight to keep 
American imperialism out of China 
has to be developed much further 
and much more extensively in the 
interests of the fight for peace. 


CONCLUSION 


The victories of the people in 
China have strengthened the world- 
wide anti-imperialist peace camp, as 
we have seen. Without in any way 
minimizing the historic significance 
of these victories, it would be a 
distortion of reality to leave the im- 
pression that these victories have 
eliminated the danger of war. The 
contradictions of imperialism are 
growing as a result of the victories 
of the Chinese Liberation Forces, 
and the position of the imperialist 
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camp has been weakened. But im- 
perialism does not surrender and 
voluntarily abandon the arena of 
struggle because its contradictions 
multiply and the strength of the 
anti-imperialist camp grows. On the 
contrary, imperialism knows but one 
answer when it faces such dilemmas, 
and that is to intensify its prepara- 
tions for war. 

Therefore it must be understood 
that the fight for a reversal of the 
present China policy of the United 
States is not only an expression of 
friendship for China, but is vital to 
the interests of the American people. 
American imperialist policy in 


China is a significant expression of 
Wall Street’s drive toward a third 
world war. The fight against an im- 
perialist American policy in China 
is therefore a very vital aspect of the 
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fight for peace, of the fight to pr. 
vent a third world war, which is no 
inevitable and which can be averted 
by the united efforts of the demo. 
cratic and anti-imperialist forces the 
world over. 

The significant thing is that th 
American people have won a ney 
and powerful ally in the world-wik 
fight against a new war—Liberated 
China. The fight for American rec. 
ognition of, and friendship with, the 
new China, for an economic pro- 
gram based upon the mutual in. 
terests of the American and Chines 
peoples and not upon U.S. mon 
opoly domination of China, looms 
today as a central task of the Ameri- 
can labor-movement, of all progres 
sives—as a task organically linked 
to the fight for peace. 
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by Joseph Clark 


THE READER of this book* will readily 
understand why it has aroused such 
passionate resentment in reactionary 
circles here and abroad. With unan- 
swerable logic, careful documenta- 
tion, and typical British understate- 
ment, Professor Blackett demolishes 
three precious postulates of present- 
day imperialist mythology: 

1. That the atomic bomb is such a 
super-weapon that it guarantees stra- 
tegic military superiority to the pos- 
sssor. Corollary to this is the idea 
that we have arrived at the push- 
button stage of military history—that 
a future war would be fought in the 
stratosphere, not in the muck of a 
thousand Stalingrads. 

2. That Hiroshima and Nagasaki 
were necessarily bombed for military 
reasons to bring the war to a speedier 
conclusion. 

3 That the Baruch Plan to regu- 
late atomic production is the most 
generous offer ever made in the an- 
nals of diplomatic history and that it 
provides for a truly international con- 
trol of atomic energy in the interests 
of peace. 

o * . 

With regard to the first of these 

postulates, Blackett would be the last 
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War, end the Bomb, by P. M. S. 


* Poar, 
Blackett, Whittlesey House, New York. $3.50. 





The Atom Bomb: Myth and Truth 


person to minimize the frightful de- 
structiveness of the atom bomb. In 
his analysis, he deals with the stra- 
tegic capabilities of the bomb. De- 
scribing the vast improvement in the 
techniques of mass murder from the 
air which the atomic bomb has made 
possible, the author shows that the 
bomb would have a no more decisive 
influence on the outcome of a war 
than did the systematic destruction 
of entire cities and civilian popula- 
tion in the defeat of Germany. 

As proof, Blackett uses the statistics 
compiled by that very branch of the 
armed services which sponsored the 
notion that strategic bombing could 
win the war. The figures and quota- 
tions which he cites from the reports 
of the United States Strategic Bomb- 
ing Survey reveal that German mili- 
tary production continued to increase 
well into 1944 in the face of satura- 
tion bombing. In a war involving 
such countries as the U.S.S.R. and the 
U.S.A., even the present, more deadly 
atom bomb could not destroy the 
contending armies or their total 
sources of military supply. 

As a matter of fact, Blackett shows 
that a proper tactical use of the 
atomic bomb could have a more de- 
cisive effect than a strategy of victory 
through bombardment. The atomic 
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bombing of advanced air bases which 
would have to be used by strategic 
bombing planes could bring tactical 
advantages which would, however, 
nullify the use of the bomb for stra- 
tegic purposes. 

In refuting the extravagant claims 
about the capabilities of strategic 
atom bombing, Blackett also shows 
that erroneous ideas about “victory 
through air power” delayed victory 
over the fascist Axis in the recent 
war. Even the ordinary American 
soldier realized by Christmas of 1944 
that the German winter offensive 
could have been swiftly shattered, 
and the war brought to an end then 
and there, given an adequate infantry 
and armored force to drive against 
the Germans from the Seventh Army 
front in the South to Belgium in the 
North. And the same American sol- 
dier offered up many prayers and 
thanks during that awful winter be- 
cause on the Soviet front there were 
the divisions needed to drive back 
three-fourths of the German Army. 

The idea of victory through air 
power was the military reflection of 
the political outlook of the Western 
powers which delayed the opening 
of the Second Front in the vain hope 
that their imperialist rival, Germany, 
and the Soviet Union—our great and 
most powerful ally—would destroy 
each other. Today, the idea of vic- 
tory via atomic bombs is the military 
reflection of Wall Street's imperialist 
drive for world domination. False 
military theory during the recent war 
unnecessarily prolonged the conflict 
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and increased the numbers of dead 
and maimed. In the world of today, 
false military notions based on im. 
perialist politics can lead to eve 
more disastrous consequences. 

* * * 

Probably no greater moral con. 
demnation of imperialism can 
adduced than the charge that th 
atom bomb was used at Hiroshim 
and Nagasaki as part of a diplomat 
offensive against the Soviet Union 
rather than for military reasons 
Blackett proves “that the dropping 
of the atomic bombs was not so much 
the last military act of the second 
World War, as the first major oper:- 
tion of the cold diplomatic war with 
Russia now in progress.” (p. 139.) 

He shows that official apologists for 
our military strategy after V.E. da 
neglect to mention a vital part of the 
overall plan to defeat Japan which 
was agreed upon at Potsdam. Thi 
was the pledge by the Soviet Union 
to enter the war against Japan three 
months after the European victory 
The European war ended on May §, 
and so the Soviet offensive was du 
to start August 8. It did start on 
August 8. But on August 6 the firs 
atomic bomb was dropped. 

Secretary of War Henry L. Sum 
son, writing in Harper’s Magazin 
in February 1947, revealed that th 
two bombs dropped on Hiroshim 
and Nagasaki “were the only one 
we had ready.” Blackett quotes the 
Stimson article to show that the Tru 
man Administration was extremel 
desirous that the bombs be dropped 
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exactly when they were dropped. As 
a matter of record, Japan had ap- 
proached the Soviet Union shortly 
before asking her to act as inter- 
mediary in a Japanese surrender. 
Blackett writes: 


If the saving of American lives had 
been the main objective, surely the 
bombs would have been held back un- 
til (a) it was certain that the Japanese 
peace proposals made through Russia 
were not acceptable, and (b) the Rus- 
sian offensive, which had for months 
been part of the Allied strategic plan, 
and which Americans had previously 
demanded, had run its course (p. 132). 


Again, it is from the United States 
Strategic Bombing Survey that Black- 
ett quotes the fact “that certainly 
prior to December 31, 1945, Japan 
would have surrendered even if the 
atomic bombs had not been dropped 
vs.” (p. 134). 

Blackett described the political di- 
lemma facing the U.S. government 
and military high command in the 
summer of 1945. If the atomic bombs 
had not been dropped, Soviet armies 
would have engaged a major part of 
the Japanese land forces, swiftly 
taken Manchuria, and captured half 
a million prisoners—as they did in 
fact. All this while our land forces 
would have been no nearer Japan 
than are Iwo Jima and Okinawa. “In 
this dilemma,” Blackett notes, 


-««the successful explosion of the first 
atomic bomb in New Mexico, on July 
16, must have come as a welcome aid. 
One can imagine the hurry with which 


the two bombs—the only two existing 
—were whisked across the Pacific to be 
dropped on Hiroshima and Nagasaki 
just in time, but only just, to insure that 
the Japanese Government surrendered 
to American forces alone. The long- 
demanded Soviet offensive took its 
planned victorious course, almost un- 
heralded in the world sensation caused 
by the dropping of the bombs (p. 135). 


Reactionaries may well be angered 
by Professor Blackett’s calm mar- 
shalling of.data, because it is the re- 
actionaries themselves who are quot- 
ed with deadly effect. For example, 
it is Soviet-hating, Red-baiting Gen- 
eral Chennault who is cited in a 
New York Times account from 
Rome of August 15, 1945, as follows: 


Russia’s entry into the Japanese war 
was the decisive factor in speeding its 
end and would have been so, even if no 
atomic bombs had been dropped, is the 
opinion of Major General Claire Chen- 
nault, who arrived en route home via 
Germany. The founder of the American 
Volunteer group (Flying Tigers) and 
former Air Force Commander in China 
said that the Soviet armies had been 
alert [for the invasion of Manchuria} 
as far back as V.E. day. He added that 
their swift stroke completed the circle 
around Japan that brought the nation 
to its knees (p. 136). 


That view does not find its way 
into Chennault’s new book, which 
he has flung against Roosevelt, Gen- 
eral Stilwell and the Soviet Union. 

Even the choice of targets was 
based on the use of the bomb pri- 


marily for the mass murder of civil- 
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ians, President Truman stated on 
August g that Hiroshima was chosen 
because it was a “military base.” But 
the official Bombing Survey Report 
notes: “Hiroshima and Nagasaki 
were chosen as targets because of 
their concentration of activities and 
population” (p. 139). 


With regard to the most wide- 
spread shibboleth, that about the 
much-vaunted “generosity” of the 
Baruch Plan, Blackett demonstrates 
that this scheme was a forerunner of 
the Truman Doctrine of “containing 
Communism” all over the world. 
Perhaps no one pursues this myth of 
“generosity” more vehemently than 
the science editor of The New York 
Times, Waldemar Kaempffert. In his 
review of the Blackett book (The 
New York Times Book Review Sec- 
tion, February 13, 1949), Kaempffert 
charges: 


All through his book Blackett makes 
an extraordinary error of omission... 
that the problem of the veto and sanc- 
tions has been solved [by the Baruch 
Plan]. Furthermore, the U.N. plan 
strips the International Agency of the 
power to interfere with the industrial 
progress of any country, and so dis- 
poses of Blackett’s fear that Soviet Rus- 
sia will be economically shackled. 


The extraordinary thing is that 
Kaempffert can make such state- 
ments despite the evidence of the 
U.N. plan itself and the report of the 
reasons for the failure to achieve 
agreement with the Soviet Union on 
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the control of atomic energy as ¢. 



























































: J } problen 
ported in The New York Times.Qn § jas bee 
May 8, 1948, that paper reported from Black 
Lake Success: Beruch 

Seven countries, led by the United § pationa 
States, France and Britain, told tk procee¢ 
eleven-member Atomic Energy Com § jraniut 
mission that there was no use talking the elit 
about atomic control any more until th 
Soviet Union changed its mind and x. pap ae 
cepted the essential of the majority pln BF *. ea 
for an international agency to manag this me 
and operate all atomic facilities from ¥ °°t8Y 
mine to plant (my emphasis—J.C.), fF Street | 

ts ¢ 

The same issue of The New Yor} on 0 
Times contains the official statement § go.anti 
by the US., France, and Britain § “grren 
which insists “that atomic energy § The or 
must not be developed on the bass § kind w 
of national interests and needs, means § the so 
and resources; but that its planning people 
and operation be made a common imperi 
enterprise in all its phases.” render: 

“Common enterprise” means tha § States. 
atomic installations all over the worl F any d 
will be managed by the proposed In. agency 
ternational Agency. The U.N. report § Counc: 
provides that this Agency shall no ciples | 
be subordinated to the U.N. Security As E 
Council as proposed by the USSR, 
but shall be controlled by a “majority F --- WO 
vote” of the U.N. This sweet-sound § ™ 4 5 
ing “majority vote” is but another _ 7 
way of saying that the Agency wil would 
be controlled by the U.S. and them Ff |... 
jority vote which it secures in th F ontrol 
U.N. and of rejecting the principled F Ypion 
Big Five unanimity which President § that, 
Roosevelt envisioned as the cornet § which 
stone of the United Nations. some 

Yet Kaempffert argues that “the § taised 
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problem of the veto and sanctions 
has been solved”! 

Blackett stresses the aspect of the 
Baruch Plan under which the Inter- 
national Agency would immediately 
proceed to assert its control over the 
uranium resources of all lands. Given 
the elimination of the principle of 
unanimity and the establishment of 
a “voting majority” in the Agency, 
this means that the sources of atomic 
energy would be as securely in Wall 
Street hands as are the uranium de- 
posits of the Belgian Congo. Propo- 
nents of the Baruch Plan make pseu- 
do-anti-imperialist speeches about the 
“surrender” of national sovereignty. 
The only “surrender” involved is the 
kind we witness in the Congo, where 
the sovereign rights of the African 
people are surrendered to Belgian 
imperialism. In turn, Belgium “sur- 
renders” those rights to the United 
States. Why would the situation be 
any different in an_ international 
agency which eliminates Security 
Council control and violates the prin- 
ciples of Big Five unanimity? 

As Blackett shows, the Baruch Plan 


...would have put the Soviet Union 
in a situation where she would have 
been subservient to a group of nations 
dominated by America. Since America 
would keep her atomic bombs till a 
late state in the process of setting the 
control scheme in operation, the Soviet 
Union would have no firm guarantee 
that, when the stage was reached at 
which the bombs should be disposed of, 
some technical point would not be 
raised to justify retaining them. In the 


meantime, she would have thrown her 
land and economy open to inspection 
and so inevitably to military espionage 
(pp. 158-159). 

One reason why the proponents of the 
Baruch Plan have been able to make 
considerable headway with their 
demagogy in the U.S. is that many 
scientists have pointed out, and cor- 
rectly, that atomic energy plants for 
peacetime uses and those for bomb 
production are practically identical. 
They therefore argue that control 
must mean ownership of all the 
plants. 

This conclusion signifies that in a 
world divided into capitalist and so- 
cialist nations, a “voting majority” 
of capitalist nations and their satel- 
lites will move in on the economy of 
the socialist nations. The argument 
about a general “surrender” of “sov- 
ereignty” becomes nothing but a 
specious plea for capitalist interven- 
tion into the socialist world. This is 
the hard fact even where the argu- 
ment is offered by a starry-eyed ideal- 
ist who sees in “world government” 
the present-day road to peace. 

Baruch and the other men who de- 
vised the U.S. plan on atomic energy 
control are no starry-eyed idealists, 
On the contrary, they are men who 
have themselves invested millions of 
“sovereign” dollars in General Elec- 
tric, duPont, Monsanto Chemical and 
the other giant corporations which 
have been given the sovereign right 
to produce atomic bombs. 

Despite all the talk about surren- 
dering sovereignty, nine out of ten 
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workers employed in the atomic in- 
dustry in this country are working 
for private monopolies. The $632,- 
000,000 we pay in taxes this year di- 
rectly for atomic bomb production 
goes mainly to the private capitalists 
who run the show for the govern- 
ment. Their aspirations go fag beyond 
their present investments. Aiey en- 
visage a world to win, a Wall Street 
Century. They plan atomic war to- 
ward that end. They use the atomic 
bomb as an instrument of diplomacy. 

They took that road when they 
dropped the bombs on Hiroshima 
and Nagasaki. They can be driven 
off that road by the people’s struggle 
for peace. In that struggle, Blackett’s 
book is an invaluable weapon; in the 
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war of ideas it has the power of a 
atomic explosion. 

Professor Blackett is not a Marxis. 
As a result his book lacks a fy 
analysis of the main forces in th 
world today: the camp of the mo 
nopolists who are plotting atomic wa 
and the world-wide peoples’ camp of 
peace in which she Socialist Sovie 
Union plays the leading role. Thus 
his splendid book does not deal with 
the role that the working class and 
all other peace forces throughout the 
world can play in defeating the aims 
of Wall Street. 

Nevertheless, Blackett’s book cas 
and will serve as a powerful weap 
on in the struggle to defeat Wal 
Street’s drive to war. 
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“The second world war brought humanity concrete proof of the tre- 
mendous importance of science and technology in our times. The devel- 
opment of science has pat into the hands of the human race weapons 
and natural forces equivalent in power to elemental upheavals. And 
it is a matter of the most vital moment into whose hands these mighty 
weapons fall. Science and technology in the hands of insane fascism 
threatened the fate of humanity. Science and technology in the hands of 
imperialists who dream of world domination becomes a means of en- 
slaving the peoples. Science and technology in the hands of progressive 
Soviet democracy promote universal prosperity and facilitate the advance 


to Communism.” 


Sergei Vavilov, President of the Academy of Sciences of the U.S.S.R. 
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LEADING THE POWERFUL MOVEMENT of 
the masses for peace and democracy, 
the Communist and Workers’ Parties 
have won not a few successes in the 
struggle against the warmongers. 
Numerous plans of the warmongers 
have been foiled precisely because the 
Communist Parties daily and vigor- 
ously exposed the pseudo-Socialist 
demagogy, the treacherous policy and 
reactionary ideology of the Right So- 
calists—the henchmen of the war- 
mongers. 

The Right Socialists, who at one 
time toyed with Marxism and with 
revolutionary phrases, have openly 
broken with Marxism, have become 
declared enemies of all that is revolu- 
tionary in the working class. 

The Right Socialists, servilely loyal 
to the bourgeoisie, do not confine 
themselves to justifying or camou- 
faging the predatory actions of the 
Anglo-American imperialists. Each 
day gives new proofs of how directly 
they are working to carry out the 
aggressive palicy of the Anglo-Amer- 
ican bloc, a policy aimed at enslaving 
the peoples of Europe and the world, 
at unleashing a new war. Approving 


Peace, for a 


1949. 


*Reprinted from For « Lastin 
People’s Democracy! Bucharest, ch 1, 


Right Socialists: Enemies of Peace 


and Democracy” 


wholeheartedly Truman’s rejection 
of a Peace Pact, cringing before the 
imperialists, the Right Socialists are 
doing everything to besmirch the So- 
viet Union's proposals to strengthen 
peace and world security. The Alpha 
and Omega of their policy is again 
the old Munich line of isolating the 
Soviet Union. 

These gentlemen are particularly 
zealous in carrying out the functions 
assigned them by their imperialist 
masters; they are hastily forming 
military political blocs and unions 
against the Soviet Union and the new 
democracies. 

On orders from Washington, Bevin 
puts pressure on Lange, Right So- 
cialist Minister of Foreign Affairs in 
Norway, and instructs him how to 
draw the Scandinavian countries 
“adroitly” into the orbit of the North 
Atlantic Pact. Saragat, at the recent 
congress of his party, championed the 
immediate, wholesale inclusion of 
Italy in the European branch of this 
Pact—the so-called Western Union. 
Reuter, Schumacher’s associate and 
former agent of von Papen in Tur- 
key now touring Britain for the La- 
bor Government, is calling on the 
people to intensify the “cold war” in 
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Berlin, to support the division of Ger- 
many and complete the creation of a 
militarist West German state which 
would include the western sectors 
of Berlin. Blum and his accomplices 
are slandering the Communist Party 
of France for its patriotic and solemn 
declaration that the French people 
would never fight against the Soviet 
Union. 

At the same time, the representa- 
tives of the British Labor Govern- 
ment in the Security Council, loyally 
following the baton of their Amer- 
ican conductor, are sabotaging the 
new proposals of the Soviet Union 
to cut down armaments and outlaw 
the atomic bomb, and are continuing 
to undermine the United Nations. 

The traitors to the working class 
are doing their utmost to justify the 
“high” appraisal of their obsequious- 
ness given by Harriman, Wall 
Street’s gauleiter for the Marshalliza- 
tion of Western Europe. In Harri- 
man’s own words, the Social-Demo- 
crats are the greatest potential ally 
of the United States in Europe, shar- 
ing a common cause. For the good of 
this shady “common cause” the Right 
Socialists united in the “International 
Conference of Socialist Parties”— 
Comisco—are assiduously helping to 
put the “Marshall Plan” into effect. 
They are zealously adjusting the 
policy and economy of the West Eu- 
ropean countries to fit the monopo- 
list plans for Europe’s military, politi- 
cal and economic enslavement. 

The disastrous results of this Mar- 
shallization carried out by the Right 
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Socialists are already apparent. Th. 
national economy of each of the Wey 
European countries comes up againg 
difficulty after difficulty;  entir 
branches of industry are being clos! 
down in the interests of the Ame. 
ican monopolists and in some ¢ 
these countries people are bein, 
thrown out of work by the thousand 
* * * 


Wherever the Right Socialists hes 
the government or are members ¢ 
it, the conditions of the workin; 
people deteriorate. The profits of te 
big capitalists go up sharply whik 
the working people are forced » 
shoulder the burden of heavy arm 
ment expenditure. 

In the powerful and mountir; 
wave of popular resistance to th 
Marshallization of Western Eurog 
and in the steady growth of tk 
forces of the democratic, anti-imp 
rialist camp, the Right Socialists cx 
see an immediate menace to the x 
gressive plans of the Wall Street ani 
City of London magnates with whor 
they have thrown in their lot. The 
is why these traitors are bringin 
into play their extensive experient 
of disruption and treachery in « 
effort to break the ranks and pois 
the conscience of the working clas 
They are propagating class co-oper 
tion with the bourgeoisie, are reje 
ing national sovereignty, scornit 
the idea of international working 
class solidarity. They are loud in the: 

















praises of the Tito clique which hi 
degenerated into a gang of imperi 
ist reaction, and they uphold a 
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: Th circulate the utterly reactionary “doc- 
Wes trines” of the “American Century.” 
‘gaint Eaten up with hatred of the Soviet 
entire 





Union, the new democracies and 
everything progressive, they stoop to 
the foulest slanders and lies in unison 
with inveterate warmongers. Bevin 
and Blum, making a’ quartet with 
Truman and the Pope, have started 
a frantic uproar around the case of 
the spy and plotter, Mindszenty, ex- 









eS posed from under his cardinal’s cloak. 
orkig # This latest slander campaign is car- 
of te B ried on with the object of heighten- 
whit ing the atmosphere of alarm and in- 
ed WH security which holds an important 


the 


arm place in the calculations of 
Anglo-American aggressive bloc. 


unui:§ In their treacherous policy the 
to Ut Right Socialists resort to the most 
“uno ® despicable methods — deceit and 
of tk® blackmail, corruption and forgery. 
imp: § Having thrown themselves heart and 
sts soul into the war preparations, they 
he 2B are directing their main blow against 
a the Communists in an attempt to 
whor 


behead the working-class movement. 


- The In this they follow in the footsteps 
ingit® of the notorious Un-American Com- 
erie mittee. 

8“ Comisco is blackmailing the Italian 
| Socialist Party with ultimatums, with 
> “SE demands to support the aggressive 
OpeE policy of the Anglo-American bloc 
at and make a clean break with the 
orn} Communists. The Rights in the Gen- 
arkint feral Council of Trades Union Con- 


gress, with the instructions and fi- 
nances of the American State De- 
partment’s direct agents, [James] 
Carey and Irving Brown, are now 
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forming their international center of 
Marshall trade unions, following the 
failure of their joint attempt to break 
up the World Federation of Trade 
Unions. The associates of Blum and 
Saragat are trying to undermine the 
big militant trade-union organiza- 
tions—the General Confederations of 
Labor in France and Italy, from 
whose leadership they were dislodged 
by the workers themselves. 
* * * 

The Right Socialists are no longer 
able to prevent militant mass actions 
of the working people, especially in 
France and Italy, by their “ordinary” 
strikebreaking methods. The army 
and the police are now brought out 
against the working class who are 
taking up the struggle with growing 
determination and closed ranks, un- 
der the leadership of the Communist 
Parties. The Right Socialists are 
trampling underfoot and curtailing 
the rights of the people, conspiring 
with de Gaullists and clerical reac- 
tion, and extending protection to the 
fascist regimes in Greece and Spain. 
In the past they paved the way for 
the coming to power of fascism in 
Germany and other countries. This 
earned for them in the working-class 
movement the contemptible epithet 
“social-fascists.” Now, they are again 
bent on playing their despicable role 
of clearing the way for fascism. 

Imperialism’s colonial policy has 
found its most consistent and zealous 
champions in the persons of Bevin, 
Blum and Spaak. The Right Social- 
ists are directly responsible for the 











continuation of the war in Viet 
Nam, for the mass murder of the 
fighters for freedom in Iraq, Malaya 
and Burma, for the terrible reprisals 
against the people of Indonesia who 
are battling for their independence. 

The steady growth of the power 
and prestige of the Soviet Union, the 
great success achieved by the new 
democracies, the growth in numbers 
and influence of the Communist Par- 
ties, the upsurge of the working-class 
and democratic movement in the 
capitalist countries and the victories 
of the national-liberation struggle in 
the colonial and dependent countries 
—all this has broken the former in- 
fluence of the Right Socialists among 
the masses, Their increasingly obvi- 
ous servility to the Anglo-American 
imperialists is inevitably leading to a 
further sharpening of the crisis 
among the Right Social-Democrats. 
In the new democracies and the So- 
viet zone of Germany the fusion of 
the Communists and Left Socialists 
into Marxist-Leninist parties has irre- 
vocably thrown the Right Socialists 
overboard so far as the working-class 
movement is concerned, has struck a 
blow at the whole of Right-wing 
Social-Democracy. In the countries 
of Western Europe, the social basis 
of the Right Socialists—this main 
bulwark of the imperialist bour- 
geoisie—is shrinking. 

* * * 

The party of Blum and Moch is 
suffering defeat after defeat. The 
overwhelming majority of the work- 
ing class of France is following the 
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Communist Party and the Gener! 
Confederation of Labor. The splinte 
“Force Ouvriere” is leading a sory 
existence. The recent municpial ele. 
tions in a number of French citig 
showed that the electorate is mor 
and more turning away from Blum’ 
American party which has lost two 
thirds of its membership during the 
past two years. 

In Italy, under the leadership of 
the Communist Party, the working 
people are displaying their militan 
spirit; the strike movement is grow. 
ing. The Saragats are unable to split 
the General Confederation of Labor 
and to divert honest Socialist workers 
from uniting with the Communists. 
In Britain, rank-and-file trade-union 
members are electing Communists 
leading posts, despite Morgan Phil 
lips’ “black circular.” The movement 
of trade unionists protesting agains 
Deakin’s machinations is spreading 

In the recent elections in Japan, the 
Communists scored a brilliant vic 
tory, while the Right Socialists sui- 
fered a heavy defeat, losing mor 
than half of their Parliamentary seats 

The Communist and Workers 
Parties, staunchly defending the caus 
of peace, drawing democratic and 
patriotic elements into the struggle 
against the warmongers, have already 
inflicted a number of telling defeats 
on the Right Socialist henchmen o 
Anglo-American imperialism. Inflv 
enced by the courageous struggle of 
the Communists, the reactionary 
policy of the Right leaders in the 
Socialist Parties is being countered 
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by the growing desire of the Left 
Socialists to join the common strug- 
gle of the people against the aggres- 
sion of Anglo-American imperialism 
and in defense of national independ- 
ence and peace. In France, the Left- 
Socialist Party for Unity is co-operat- 
ing more closely with the Commu- 
nists. The Italian Socialist Party has 
come out against the pro-American 
decisions of the recent Saragat con- 
gress. Left-wing members of the La- 
bor Party are raising their voice in 
protest against the aggressive policy 
of Attlee and Bevin. 

The immortal words of Lenin, ad- 
dressed to the German working peo- 
ple thirty years ago, ring out pro- 
phetically today: “As long as the 
German workers allow traitors to 
Socialism, scoundrels and lackeys of 
the bourgeoisie, the Scheidemanns 
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and their whole party to be in power, 
there can be no talk of saving the 
German people.” 

It is appropriate today to recall 
these words of Lenin to the workers 
of the countries where, with the help 
of the state machine and the support 
of the imperialist bourgeoisie, the 
present-day Scheidemanns are caus- 
ing enormous damage to the cause 
of peace and democracy. 

Uniting all honest Socialists and 
democrats ‘in the name of their coun- 
tries’ salvation from Anglo-American 
imperialist enslavement and for pre- 
vention of the war they are prepar- 
ing, the Communists will head the 
struggle with still greater confidence, 
energy and determination against the 
Right Socialists whom Lenin brand- 
ed as the accomplices of the brutality 
and crimes of the bourgeoisie. 





Twenty-five Years of the “Daily Worker’ 


by Joseph Roberts 


THE BIG Majority of the immense 
public opinion-molding apparatus of 
the bourgeoisie—the 1,750-odd daily 
newspapers, the thousands of weekly 
and bi-weekly papers, the flood of 
magazines, pamphlets and_ books, 
and the round-the-clock radio broad- 
casts—are today engaged in whip- 
ping up a wild hysteria. This assault 
on the minds and emotions of the 
American people is designed to di- 
vide and terrorize, to drive the peo- 
ple into support of an aggressive war 
to save Wall Street. 

The right of a free press in our 
country was fought for and won as 
part of the victorious revolt of our 
colonist ancestors against royal Eng- 
land. The record of struggle to 
achieve this fundamental right to re- 
port and comment freely in the 
printed word numbers among _ its 
brightest pages the successful battle 
waged by John Peter Zenger. In 
1733, Zenger printed in the New 
York Weekly Journal an exposure of 
Royal Governor Crosby’s act of pre- 
venting thirty-eight Quakers from 
voting for a candidate of their own 
choice. The governor ordered the 
burning of copies of the Journal 
carrying the exposure, and caused 
Zenger to be thrown into jail. Zen- 


ger’s trial, which created a sensation, 
resulted in his acquittal. 

It was as a result of struggles such 
as these, in which the young Ame: 
ican working-class movement played 
an active role, that freedom of th 
press was written into the America 
constitution as part of the Bill o 
Rights and became one of the mos 
cherished of all our democratic rights 

But when monopoly capitalism re. 
placed “free,” competitive capitalism, 
the constitutional right to a free pres 
—even within the limits permitted 
by bourgeois democracy—was strat 
gled by the monopoly press. Today, 
according to a recent report of the 
Commission on Freedom of th 
Press: “The owners and manager 
of the press determine which persons 
which facts, which versions of fac 
and which ideas shall reach the pub 
lic.”* 

The function of the press unde 
monopoly capitalism has always bees 
to lay down a smokescreen behint 
which the men of the trusts intensif 
their vicious exploitation and pr 
pare for war. Today, the owners 0 
the big press are the men of Wal 
Street. Hundreds of smaller, so-callei 





* Commission on Freedom of the Press, / 
Free and Responsible Press (Supplement to Fr 
tune, April 1947), p. 4. 
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independent newspapers have been 
squeezed out by the monopoly press 
and have ceased publication. (A 
prime example is the New York Star, 
which recently folded in spite of an 
increase in circulation.) Differences 
among the bourgeois newspapers 
along political lines, ‘never funda- 
mental, are fast disappearing. In 
many American cities with only two 
newspapers, the morning paper may 
be Republican and the afternoon, 
Democratic, and both are likely to 
be owned by the same publisher! 


THE 25TH ANNIVERSARY 
OF THE DAILY WORKER 


In the light of this, the twenty-fifth 
anniversary of the Daily Worker and 
the Sunday Worker, which was cele- 
brated throughout the country dur- 
ing the last few months, is of enor- 
mous significance. For twenty-five 
years, the Daily Worker and The 
Worker, in spite of onerous finan- 
dal difficulties and constant attacks 
by the Wall Street press, did not miss 
a single day’s publication. 

What has been the main factor 
contributing toward this magnificent 
record? What is the driving power 
behind the tens of thousands of Com- 
munists and other friends of our 
press who, for twenty-five years, have 
been selling these papers and collect- 
ing subscriptions and funds so that 
the Daily Worker and The Worker 
have survived and grown in the face 
it terrific odds? 

The answers lie in the understand- 
ing that, in order to do battle with 
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Wall Street monopoly, the working 
class must forge its own weapons. 
Just as Peter Zenger used his Journal 
as a weapon against the royalists, so 
today the American Communists are 
building the Daily Worker and The 
Worker as weapons in the struggle 
against the economic royalists. 

For one hundred years prior to the 
birth of the Daily Worker, the men 
and women of labor tried to launch 
their own socialist daily newspaper. 
Their efforts were not without suc- 
cess. According to the American La- 
bor Yearbook of 1916, there were in 
1912, at the height of the Socialist 
Party’s publication activities, five 
English and eight foreign-language 
dailies, 262 English and 36 foreign- 
language weeklies, and ten English 
and two foreign-language monthlies. 
Theiz combined circulation ran into 
hundreds of thousands of copies. The 
weekly Appeal to Reason alone cir- 
culated in half a million copies. This 
was when the Socialist Party was at 
its height, when among its leaders 
were Charles Ruthenberg, Louis 
Engdahl, and many others who later, 
as the Left Wing, helped found the 
American Communist Party and sub- 
sequently the Daily Worker. The 
reformist and pro-imperialist _poli- 
cies of the dominant leaders of the 
Socialist Party doomed its one-time 
flourishing socialist press to oblivion. 

The Daily Worker and The Work- 
er have weathered twenty-five years 
of stormy struggle and are today 
growing stronger because these or- 
gans are based on the working class 
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and are fighting, day in and day out, 
the battles of the working class and 
of its allies, the Negro people, the 
farming masses, the oppressed city 
middle classes. The proudest achieve- 
ments of our press are the part it 
played in the epic struggles of the 
unemployed; in the campaigns to or- 
ganize the unorganized; in the 
struggles for progressive unionism, 
trade-union unity, and trade-union 
democracy; in championing the fight 
against Negro oppression, symbolized 
by the Scottsboro case; and in the 
consistent, untiring fight for democ- 
racy and peace, against fascist-impe- 
rialist aggression and its accessory, 
Munichism, and for winning the war 
against the fascist Axis powers. For 
twenty-five years, the Daily Worker 
and The Worker have been clarions 
promoting amicable and co-opera- 
tive relations between the United 
States and the Soviet Union, in the 
common interest of both countries 
and as the basis for world peace. 

As part of its struggle to win the 
American working class for a pol- 
icy of class struggle as against the 
policy of class collaboration which 
chained labor to Wall Street, the 
Daily Worker and The Worker have 
fought against reformism and oppor- 
tunism in the labor movement. 

These two organs have striven to 
imbue the working class with con- 
sciousness of the need to take its 
place as the leading force in the na- 
tion in a common alliance with all 
the oppressed against the monopo- 
lists and their two-party system, to 
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achieve independent political expres 
sion and action in an anti-monopoly 
anti-fascist, and anti-war coalition 
and party. 

The unique quality of our Parry 
press is to be found in its service as 
an organ of working-class struggle 
not only for the immediate, but aly 
for the future interests of the toiling 
majority in our country. Ours have 
been the only newspapers teaching 
the masses Marxism-Leninism, the 
science for achieving a socialist » 
ciety, that society which is based 
upon the communal ownership o 
the means of production, and th 
planned production of plenty for s- 
ciety as a whole instead of exploite 
tive production of profit for a hand 
ful—that system which, by its » 
cialist essence, will eliminate criss 
and the drive to expansionism and 
war, and will usher in true demo- 
racy and banish all oppression and 
discrimination. 

In building the Daily Worker ani 
The Worker, the American Com 
munists are aided by the generalized 
experiences of other Communist puar- 
ties and by the Leninist teachings on 
the role of a Communist press. ln 
his historic fight to create a Maruis 
Party in Czarist Russia, Lenin placed 
the greatest emphasis on creating é 
newspaper which would unite and 


link together the then-existing sept 


rate Marxist organizations into ‘ 


single Party. Lenin put forward and 
carried out a plan for the founding 
of Iskra (The Spark)—the first news 
paper of the Revolutionary Marxiss 
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on an all-Russian scale—which made 
its appearance in 1g00. Later on, 
Lenin conducted a political struggle 
through the pages of Iskra against 
the “Economists,” who were opposed 
the organization of a united and 
centralized political party of the 
working class, an organization which, 
they falsely claimed, was unnecessary 
and artificial. 

In his famous work What Is To Be 


Done? Lenin wrote: 


In our opinion, the starting point of 
il our activities, the first practical step 
towards creating the organization we 
desire, the thread that will guide us in 
uswervingly developing, deepening 
and expanding that organization, is the 
establishment of an all-Russian political 
newspaper. A paper is what we need 
above all; without it we cannot system- 











matically carry on that extensive and 
theoretically sound propaganda and 
agitation which is the principal and 
constant duty of the Social-Democrats 
read: Communists] in general, and 
the essential task of the present mo- 
nt in particular, when interest in 
politics and in questions of socialism 
has been aroused among the widest sec- 
tons of the population. 


The teachings of Lenin on the role 
of the Communist press, which apply 
most urgently to the problems of 
ioday, have helped to stimulate and 
acrease the activities of thousands of 

ommunists and other friends of 
The Worker. These activities con- 
ibuted toward carrying out the re- 
atly concluded most successful sub- 
nption campaign in our history— 
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a campaign which netted 36,517 sub- 
scriptions, the highest number gath- 
ered in any single campaign in the 
past. 

The Communists the world over 
have learned from Lenin to defend 
and circulate the working-class press. 
Thus, in 1935, Comrade Marcel 
Cachin, an outstanding leader of the 
French Communist Party, considered 
it important to relate “one example 
of the remarkable devotion of the 
proletarians to the French Commu- 
nist Party”: 

We have set up very many commit- 
tees for the defense of L’Humanité. 
Every Sunday, and whenever great 
events take place in France, we mobilize 
our comrades to distribute the paper. 
At the present time, we have 15,000 
men and women in Paris and the Paris 
region who defy the fascists and the 
police every Sunday, in all kinds of 
weather, working without pay, selling 
the paper in front of the subway en- 
trances, in the markets, and in the 
streets, 

A more recent experience demon- 
strating the importance of the Com- 
munist press was the participation of 
the top leaders of the Italian Com- 
munist Party in selling L’Unita. As 
reported in a Rome dispatch, dated 
February 13, which was prominently 
displayed in the New York press, 
these Party leaders, who sold the 
paper on the streets of Rome as part 
of a campaign to increase its circula- 
tion, were surrounded by crowds of 
purchasers as soon as they appeared. 
L’'Unita reported advance orders of 
240,000 copies of that day’s issue. 
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THE PARTY CAMPAIGN TO 
INCREASE CIRCULATION 


During the past year, our Party 
was engaged in a campaign to in- 
crease the circulation of our press. 
The basis of this campaign was the 
Open Letter addressed to all mem- 
bers of the Communist Party in 
March 1948 by the National Com- 
mittee. The Letter called the atten- 
tion of all Party members to the fact 
that, despite a qualitative improve- 
ment in the content and attractive- 
ness of the Daily Worker and The 
Worker, the circulation of our press 
remained at a low point of 19,060 
for the Daily Worker, and 57,128 for 
the Sunday Worker. The Open Let- 
ter touched the heart of the problem 
when it declared: 


The Communist press, no matter 
how good, doesn’t sell itself. We are 
competing with a daily press that has 
millions of dollars behind it—that has 
an established circulation of millions of 
readers, and that bars no hold in its 
efforts to keep these and win more 
readers by resorting to sensationalism, 
warmongering and . . . intimidation. 

A Communist press must be sold by 
COMMUNIST and other militant 
workers—by individual human beings 
who understand that press building is 
a very high kind of POLITICAL work. 
It must be sold by men and women 
comrades who take personal responsi- 
bility for getting our Communist papers 
to their neighbors and shopmates, their 
co-workers in the broad mass move- 
ments. 


The goals set were to increase the 
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circulation of The Worker to 100% 
and of the Daily Worker to 50m, 
The National Committee put fo. 
ward the following slogans as a guide 
for press building: 
Every Communist a reader ¢ 
The Worker and Daily Worker 
Every Party member sell at leas 
one subscription to a friend! 
Every Communist club a pres 
building club! 
Every Communist in a mass «r- 
ganization a promoter of our pres! 


THE CAMPAIGN METHODS 
AND RESULTS 


What are some of the results o 
the year’s campaign to build the cr. 
culation of The Worker and tk 
Daily Worker? As a result of the 
successful subscription campaign ¢ 
The Worker, its circulation reachei 
go,ooo. The highest circulation of th 
Daily Worker during the year wa 
24,553, but in the past few months 
has dropped to about 22,000. Durin; 
the trial of the Communist leades 
the Daily Worker is publishing even 
Wednesday a four-page penny ext 
which is circulated in 250,000 copis 
in and outside of New York. 

What are the main factors whid 
contributed to the increased circul: 
tion of The Worker? 

1. Political and organizational les 
ership. In accordance with the \ 
tional Committee’s decision to git 
top priority to the problem of builé 
ing the circulation of The Worle 
and Daily Worker, Comrade Euget 
Dennis accepted the chairmanst? 
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of a National Press Committee and 
participated directly in its work. In 
most of the districts, the State Boards 
and State Committees gave first place 
on the agenda to the educational task 
of convincing the Party membership 
that press circulation should be at 
the center of their activities. In many 
districts, counties, and sections, an 
organizational apparatus was created 
for the day-to-day handling of press 
distribution. 

2. The strengthening of the Daily 
Worker and The Worker as a fight- 
ing paper. The Daily Worker and 
The Worker, by changing their form, 
increasing their page-lengths, and in- 
troducing new features, increased 
their attractiveness. More important 
sill, they strengthened the fighting 
quality. This is particularly expressed 
in the various state editions of The 
Worker, of which the following are 
published today: Weekly: National 
mail, New York mail, New York 
newsstand, Michigan, Ohio, Illinois, 
Pennsylvania, New Jersey, New Eng- 
land, Southern, Harlem, and Upstate 
New York. Semi-monthly: Mary- 
land-Washington. Monthly: Calu- 
met, Wisconsin, Minnesota, and 
Rocky Mountain. 

These editions give top priority to 
the struggles of the workers in their 
states, shops, and communities 
against speed-up and unemployment, 
and for housing and other issues of 
vital interest to the workers. 

The latest of these, the Harlem 
Edition, will play a unique role. In 
addition to highlighting such issues 


as jobs, housing, etc., it is already 
emerging as the champion and or- 
ganizer of the struggles against 
police brutality, Jim-Crow  dis- 
crimination, and other aspects of 
the national oppression of the Negro 
people. It is this recognition by the 
people in Harlem of the role of The 
Worker that resulted in a truly mass 
sale of the first issue. The goal has 
now been set for a 10-000-copy 
weekly circulation of this edition. 

3. Industrial concentration. At the 
Fourteenth National Convention of 
our Party, Comrade Henry Winston 
stressed as the central task before the 
Party the shifting of the main base 
of our Party to the working class. He 
showed that this cannot be done un- 
less we turn the face of the entire 
Party to the workers in the factories. 
Since the Convention (August 1948), 
considerable headway has been made 
in a number of districts where, as 
a result of the industrial concentra- 
tion policy, our Party has made im- 
portant contributions to the winning 
of victories by the workers, as well 
as to the strengthening of our Party 
organization in the shops. 

In a number of districts, our Party 
has learned to use The Worker and 
Daily Worker as the main instru- 
ment in the campaigns and struggles 
of the workers. This has increased 
the number of readers of our press 
many-fold and has created a solid 
basis for further advances. While 
there are numerous examples, the 
most shining is that of the Ford sec- 
tion in Detroit. 
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The Ford section of the Party did 


not wait for the national subscrip- 
tion drive. It initiated its own drive, 
combining it with the campaign 
against speedup—which was also ini- 
tiated by the Communists and pro- 
gressives in Ford, and in which the 
Michigan edition of The Worker 
became the major organ. The Michi- 
gan Worker was used to publicize 
the struggle against the brutal speed- 
up system; stories were carried each 
week and important victories were 
played up. Comrades were convinced 
of the need to get subscriptions in 
order to stimulate rank-and-file strug- 
gle against speedup; in order to se- 
cure Communists the right to work 
openly as Communists and be elected 
to offices in the union local; and in 
order to surround the Pargy with 
thousands of non-Party readers who 
could be counted upon to support the 
campaigns undertaken by the Party 
and who would, in addition, be a 
source for recruits. Result: Whereas 
formerly the leadership of the Ford 
local had pooh-poohed the campaign 
against speedup as “Communist 
propaganda,” the pressure of the 
workers developed to the point of 
forcing the leadership to act on this 
issue; and the Ford section secured 
1,000 subscriptions (of which 400 
were obtained by three individuals). 

Similar experiences, on a smaller 
scale, were reported from Illinois and 
Ohio, where the two leading sections 
in the subscription drive were in the 
packing and steel industries, from 
Lehigh Valley, New Jersey, Con- 


POLITICAL AFFAIRS 








necticut and elsewhere in New Ep, 
land, and upstate New York. 

The important lesson is that by 
properly utilizing the Daily Worky 
and The Worker, we can help stim, 
late and lead struggles, build oy 
Party, and create a mass circulatin 
for our press. 


THE TASK AHEAD 
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We must also learn that the highly 
important political content of te 
Daily Worker and The Worker mus 
be geared to circulation, if it is 
reach the masses in order to educate 
stimulate, and lead them to action 
In this way, those for whom ow 
press speaks and fights, day in ani 
day out, will be reached with ou 
paper and in turn will reach other, 

A major weakness, the solution o 
which must receive the attention o 
the whole Party, is the still-low cirw- 
lation of the Daily Worker. Eva 
more serious is the fact that during 
the trial of our Party leaders the c- 
culation of the Daily Worker by the 
Party has remained static, eve 
though newsstand circulation west 
up, reflecting a heightened interes 
in the Daily Worker by the publi 
Reports from various districts ind: 
cate the great interest with which th 
weekly Trial Penny Extra is received 

The detailed reportage of the tra 
by the Daily Worker, and the i 
creased coverage of shop and indus 
trial news, should make it possible 
to increase the paper’s present cifct 
lation by many thousands in a shot 


period. This can be done, howevt, 
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only if our clubs gear themselves to 
the daily use and sale of the Daily 
Worker in the communities and in 
their concentration shops — when 
every Communist working in a shop 
and active in a mass organization 
will bring in from one to five copies 
of the Daily Worker for his or her 
shopmates every day. 

In addressing the Open Letter to 
our Party last year, the National 
Committee stated that it is placing 
special emphasis on the need for 
adopting a new approach to the prob- 
lem of building the circulation of 
our pags. To the extent that this has 
been followed up by the districts, 
counties, sections and clubs, ‘the re- 
sults have reflected it. However, that 
there are still weaknesses is revealed 
by the fact that the problema of build- 
ing the circulation of our press is 
often relegated by the clubs to press 
activists and other individual com- 
rades, with infrequent discussions by 
the club as a whole. Comrade Foster 
put his finger on this weakness when, 
in his concluding remarks at the 
Party’s Fourteenth National Conven- 
tion, he stated: 


Another thing that struck me in our 
Convention was the unsatisfactory way 
the Daily Worker was handled. . . . 
The Daily Worker and The Worker 
cannot live by themselves. They cannot 
be taken for granted. The building of 
our press now is of overwhelming im- 
portance, and this question should have 
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run through the whole Conventiog and 
been part of its very fiber... .” 


The struggle of the American peo- 
ple against the Wall Street war- 
mongers is sharpening. The frame-up 
trial of the Party leaders, the outcome 
of which will affect every worker— 
indeed, every peace-desiring, demo- 
cratic American—is an indication of 
this. The role of the Daily Worker 
and of The Worker in mobilizing the 
Amrrican workers and their allies en 
the side of world peace and progress 
looms mere important by the hour. 

Our Party will multiply its effec- 
tiveness in the crucial days ahead by 
building a mass circulation of our 
press. This can and must be accom- 
plished. The successful Worker sub- 
scription campaign proves this can 
be done, and constitutes a fitting 
answer to the Wall Street publica- 
tions, which, seeking to revile us and 
demorakze the masses, fill their pages 
with canards to the effect that the 
circulation of our press is declining. 
The success of the subscription cam- 
paign also speaks for the healthy 
state of our Party. How else can one 
explain why we have so many Com- 
maunists working so hard and with 
such spirit to bring in the highest 
number of subscriptions of any 
Worker campaign? 

Forward to a 35,000-copy Daily 

Worker circulation! 

Forward to a 140,000-copy Work- 
er circulation! 





To the Working Men and Women of the Wor 


The Executive Bureau of the W.F.T.U. 


Workinc MEN anp WoMeEN, 


International labor unity is in dan- 
ger. The representatives of the British 
Trades Union Congress and the 
American Congress of Industrial 
Organizations have confronted the 
Executive Bureau of the World Fed- 
eration of Trade Unions with the 
alternative: either temporarily to sus- 
pend the activities of the W.F.T.U. 
or to dissolve it, as proposed by the 
leaders of the C.1.O. Failing that, 
they would resign from its ranks. 
They thus endeavored to impose the 
will of the British trade unions and 
the C.I.O. upon 67 national trade 
union centers, embracing the organ- 
ized workers of the world. The ma- 
jority of the members of the Execu- 
tive Bureau proposed that the points 
of difference regarding the activities 
of the W.F.T.U. be elucidated, but 
the representatives of the T.U.C. and 
the C.LO. were implacable; they 
would not agree with any argument, 
and insisted that the other members 
of the Executive Bureau accept their 
demand to dissolve the W.F.T.U. 

The majority of the Executive Bu- 
reau members could not agree to 
such an ultimatum. They vigorously 
protest against the intention to com- 


* Declaration issued in Paris, January 22, 1949. 


pel the Executive Bureau to pass: 
decision on a question affecting th 
existence of the W.F.T.U. and inte. 
national trade union unity, since sud 
decision could be taken only by te 
Congress. The Executive Bury 
majority suggested that the Britid 
proposal be submitted to the Exe: 
tive Committee, the General Cound, 
and Congress. The representatives ¢ 
the T.U.C. and the C.LO. declare! 
that they did not intend to reckn 
with the opinion of the majoriy, 
after which members of the Exev 
tive Bureau Deakin (T.U.C.), Car 
(C.1.O.) and Kupers (Dutch tr 


unions) withdrew from the mectiag§ 


of the Executive Bureau, thereby it 
dicating that they were break 
with the W.F.T.U. and categorical) 
refuse to examine any acceptable & 
cision for the preservation of tné 
union unity. 

But the Executive Bureau is ae 
tinuing its functions, and Comné 





Di Vittorio (Italy), Vice-President: 
the W.F.T.U., will preside at thes 
tings of the Executive Bureau um 
the end of the session. 

Working Men and Women, 4 
World Federation of Trade Uni 
is the common possession of all wot 
ing people. It is the spokesman 4 





their a 
of thei 
At t 
WET 
fined it 
comm 
all col 
ments 
rights 
cratic 
ployme 
hours ; 
tions; 
workel 
the ha 
ness, 2 
adopti 
ing th 
being 
with 
nation 
cism 1 
tigably 
of wai 
enduri 
terests 
intern 
For 
WF.1 
achiev 
to its 
people 
fighter 
The 1 
plishec 
had n 
those 
posed 
that it 
lution, 
In r 












their aspirations and the instrument 
of their hopes. 

At the time of its formation, the 
WE.T.U., in its Constitution, de- 
Gned its objects to be to organize the 





common struggle of trade unions of 

all countries: against all encroach- 
O pass, ments on the economic and social 
ting tk rights of the workers and on demo- 
ad int. —f cratic liberties; for security of em- 
nce sui ff ployment; for improvement of wages, 
y by te hours and working and living condi- 
Bure tions; for social security to protect 
» Brit workers and their families against 
e Exeuf the hazards of unemployment, sick- 
Councf ness, accident and old age; for the 
ativesdf adoption of other measures further- 
declarif ing the social and economic well- 
» reckaf being of the workers, and parallel 
najorit,§ with this to struggle for the extermi- 
» Exenf nation of every manifestation of fas- 
), Cue cism under whatever form; indefa- 
ch traf tigably to combat war and the causes 
mecting of war and to work for stable and 
sreby inf enduring peace; to represent the in- 
oreakinge terests of the working people in all 
goriciliff international agencies. 
rable cf =For more than three years the 
of tai’ W.F.T.U. has been working for the 

achievement of these aims. Thanks 
is cag © its activities, the lives of many 
Yomratf People in many countries—our fellow 
siden] Oghters in the struggle—were saved. 
e these Zhe W.F.T.U. might have accom- 


plished much more, if its activity 
had not been hampered precisely by 
those who have now officially pro- 
posed that it cease all activity, and 
that it commit the act of self-disso- 
lution, 

In making this proposal, the lead- 
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ers of the General Council of the 
T.U.C. fail to understand the pro- 
found changes which have taken 
place in the development of the trade 
union movement and the struggle for 
the independence of nations, as well 
as in the world alignment of trade 
union forces. 

The termination of the second 
world war saw the end of the period 
when any national trade union cen- 
ter, thanks to the size of its member- 
ship and its past achievements, could 
undividedly rule and direct the des- 
tinies of the international trade union 
movement. Since the first world war, 
and especially since the second world 
war, the trade unions in many coun- 
tries have attained a high level of 
organization. They have become 
mass organizations, embracing all 
trades. These organizations unite 
many thousands of workers. 

It is under the influence of an in- 
correct assessment of the present situ- 
ation of the trade unions in the vari- 
ous countries that the leaders of the 
British T.U.C. continue to believe 
that they can impose their own con- 
ceptions on others, instead of striving 
for fraternal co-operation with their 
colleagues on a footing of equality 
and on mutually acceptable condi- 
tions. 

The attempt to split or destroy the 
W.F.T.U. also implies an absolute 
denial of the elementary principles of 
democracy, as reflected in a proposal 
which in practice amounts to depriv- 
ing the International Trade Union 
Congress of its powers and transfer- 
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ring these powers only to two or 
three of the trade union organiza- 
tions affiliated to the W.F.T.U. 

The international unity of the 


workers within the W.F.T.U. is 
based upon voluntary co-operation of 
trade unions. These trade unions are 
not political organizations. Their bas- 
ic object is to raise the living stand- 
ards of the working class, irrespec- 
tive of the political, religious or philo- 
sophical convictions or race of their 
members. The trade unions can take 
no part in a political game. 

The Executive Bureau declares 
that the World Federation of Trade 
Unions continues to exist. It does not 
expel from or hinder admission to its 
ranks of any national trade union 
organization. It continues to exist, 
because all over the world working 
men and women need protection and 
union. To weaken the working class, 
to attempt to destroy its international 
and national unity at this juncture 
is a criminal act, whose initiators 
will be sternly condemned by the 
workers and by history. 

The Executive Bureau has decided 
to summon a meeting of the Execu- 
tive Committee of the W.F.T.U. in 
Paris on January 28. The Executive 
Bureau will recommend the Execu- 
tive Committee to convene the Sec- 
ond World Congress in the latter 
half of June 1949. Messages are com- 
ing in from all countries confirming 
the necessity of preserving and 
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strengthening the World Federation 
of Trade Unions. 

Working Men and Women, t 
aims of the World Federation ¢ 
Trade Unions are great and nobk 
ones. They reflect the general inte. 
ests of all workers by hand and braip, 
For the achievement of these aims i: 
is necessary to consolidate the unity 
of the workers of the world, to cop. 
solidate and develop the W.F.TU. 

Despite all the covert political m. 
chinations against the W.F.TU, i: 
will continue to live and to grow. 

The working class of the worl 
learned a profound lesson from th 
second world war. It realized that 
division of its forces opens the wy 
to fascism, to new war and impover 
ishment of the workers. 

If you do not want to witness the 
resurgence of fascism in a new form, 
if you do not want another world 
war, strengthen your ranks and work 
for world-wide working class unity 
This is the chief source of hope for 
peace, democracy and progress. 

Don’t believe the lying attacks on 
the W.F.T.U. 

Workers of the world, maintain 
your ties with the World Federation 
of Trade Unions! Proclaim and up 
hold the demands formulated by tht 
World Federation of Trade Unions 

Long live the international sd: 
darity of the workers! Long live th 
World Federation of Trade Unions 
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A PHILOSOPHER EXPOSES 


Book Review 


WALL STREET'S MYTHS ABOUT THE MARXISTS 


by Harry K. Wells 


HUMANISM AS A PHILOSOPHY, 
by Corliss Lamont, Philosophical Li- 
brary, New York, 1949. 368 pages. 
$3.75. 

In his latest book, Humanism As A 
Philosophy, Corliss Lamont, distin- 
guished Lecturer in Philosophy at 
Columbia University, exposes the 
myths which are used in the charges 
levelled against the Communist Party 
and its twelve leaders in the so-called 
“trial” now in progress in New York. 
The defendents are charged with teach- 
ing the philosophy of Marxism-Lenin- 
ism, which the Attorney General 
claims advocates the overthrow of the 
Government by force and violence. 
Against this false equation of Marxist- 
Leninist philosophy with force and 
violence, Lamont places the philosophy 
of Marxism-Leninism, without any re- 
servations, squarely in the twenty-five- 
hundred-year-old tradition of “natural- 
istic humanism,” by which he means 
al that is best in the history of man. 
He points out, in passage after passage, 
the tremendous contributions made by 
Marxism-Leninism to the development 
of science and a better life for all. The 
attempt in the trial to brand such a 
philosophy as a conspiracy is ex- 
posed for what it in fact is, an attempt 
to destroy, by the organized force and 
violence of a decayed and degenerate 
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system, man’s historic struggle for a 
better world. 


LAMONT’S NATURALISTIC 
HUMANISM 


Lamont’s philosophy, which he vari- 
ously calls “naturalistic,” “scientific,” 
or “democratic” humanism, is based on 
“the simple proposition that the chief 
end of human life is to work for the 
happiness of man upon this earth and 
within the confines of the Nature that 
is his home.” (p. 7.) Its aim is “to 
change the world in the direction of 
those ends and values that it sets up 
as supremely worth-while and desir- 
able.” (p. 13.) Lamont’s “naturalistic 
humanism” is materialism under a 
more “polite” name, as he, himself, 
points out on page 50. As a matter of 
fact, his world-view is not only ma- 
terialist, but contains markedly dialec- 
tical elements. At the same time, as 
we shall see later, his philosophy is 
neither thoroughly materialist nor 
thoroughly dialectical. 

In a series of eight propositions, La- 
mont establishes a philosophic position 
with which, as far as it goes, I think 
no dialectical materialist would take 
important exception. The first asserts 
that humanism “rules out all forms 
of the supernatural” and that it re- 
gards nature “as a constantly changing 
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system of events which exists inde- 
pendently of any kind of conscious- 
ness.” This is the central materialist 
position. The second notes that “man 
is an evolutionary product of this great 
Nature of which he is a part,” and 
eliminates unequivocally “individual 
survival beyond death.” The third 
holds that “thinking is as natural as 
walking or breathing” and is “a func- 
tion of the brain.” The fourth main- 
tains that man can know the truth 
about the world and can “solve his 
own problems successfully.” The fifth 
repudiates all forms of determinism 
and fatalism and asserts that human 
beings afe “within reasonable limits, 
the masters of their own destiny.” The 
sixth states that all ethical and moral 
values grow out of “this-earthly ex- 
periences and relationships” and are 
directed toward “the this-worldly hap- 
piness, freedom and _ progress—eco- 
nomic, cultural and ethical—of all 
mankind, irrespective of nation, race 
or religion.” The seventh concerns art, 
which should be given “the widest 
possible development” so that “the 
aesthetic experience may become a 
pervasive reality in the life of men.” 
The eighth states that “Humanism be- 
lieves in a far-reaching social program 
that stands for the establishment 
throughout the world of democracy and 
peace on the foundations of a flourish- 
ing and cooperative economic order, 
both national and international.” 

Such are the main points in the 
philosophy Lamont calls “naturalistic 
humanism.” In this country, and at this 
time, when the ideologists of monopoly 
capitalism are so busy fabricating ob- 
scurantist doctrines in an effort to sell 
“the American Century,” it is es 
pecially important to have such a forth- 
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right statement of a materialist phiio. 
sophy from a non-Marxist. It is doubh 
important when this non-Marxist x 
cepts Marxism-Leninism as one of the 
major sources of his thought and hol 
that the philosophy of the workin 
class has great contributions to mak 
to human thought and development, 


MATERIALISM VERSUS MYTH 
Lamont lists groups of philosophers 
scientists, educators and _ statesme: 
whom he considers to be today within 
the humanist movement. Among other 
he mentions the “religious humanists’ 
the Ethical Culture Society, and th 
“rationalist humanists.” “Finally,” }y 
says, “we find in the category of natu 
ralistic Humanists the followers ¢ 
Karl Marx, who call themselves var 
ously Marxists, Communists or Socia 
ists and who are active in every cour 
try of the earth.” He goes on to 9 


On economic, political and soci 
issues the Marxist Humanists are 
course much to the left of the other 
types of Humanist I have described 
And they ordinarily use the fom 
dable phrase Dialectical Materialin 
to designate their philosophy, thoug: 
they often talk in a general wa 
about the Humanist civilization ¢ 
Soviet Russia and socialism. Whit 
the Marxist materialists  disagrt 
sharply on certain isues with me a 
with others who classify themselis 
as Humanists, they are unquestio 
ably humanistic in their major ten: 
of rejecting the supernatural a 
all religious authority, of setting ¥ 
the welfare of mankind in this lit 
as the supreme goal, and of rely; 
on science and its techniques. |p 


36-37.) 
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He sums up his inclusion of Marx- 
im in the humanist tradition by say- 
ing that ° ‘Materialism denotes the same 
eneral attitude toward the universe as 
Naturalism and includes an estimable 
code of moral values.” (p. 38.) 

Turning to the historic “Humanist 
tadition,” Lamont cites the “philo- 
sophy of Materialism” as “a strong 
bulwark for Humanism.” He refers 
to the great materialists of the past, 
fom Heraclitus, Democritus, and 
Lucretius to Hobbes, Diderot and 
Feuerbach. But most significant is his 
recognition that with Marx and Engels 
materialist philosophy takes a quali- 
tative leap, that dialectical materialism 
isa different kind of materialism from 
its forerunners. Thus, he says, “The 
Dialectical Materialism of Marx and 
Engels corrected the mechanistic errors 
of the earlier materialist tradition and 
gave full recognition to the dynamic, 
ever-changing, character of existence 
and to the infinite interrelatedness of 
phenomena in both nature and society.” 
Here Lamont is citing a tremendous 
contribution of Marxist philosophy, 
one which revolutionized man’s theory 
and practice in relation to the world 
and society. Think what an indictment 
this fact is of the shameless attempt 
to outlaw dialectical materialism, 
whether in the universities, in the state 
and Federal courts, in the state legis- 
atures, in the Congress of the United 
States, or by Presidential fiat in the 
form of “loyalty” inquisitions. Lamont 
continues: 


While Dialectical Materialism 
considers that human thought is 
a function of the bodily organism, 
it believes that the mind is no mere 


passive reflector of the outside world, 
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but that it possesses a fundamental 
initiative and creativity, a power of 
working upon and remolding the en- 
vironment through the force of new 


ideas. (p. 56) 


In this passage, Lamont puts his 


finger on the real reason why the 
bourgeois universities, the legislatures, 
the courts and the President are so intent 
on outlawing the philosophy of Marx- 
ism-Leninism: 
of new 
working upon and remolding the en- 
vironment”; as 
privileged 
class. Such a body of ideas is dangerous 
to those who stand in the way of 
further 
majority. Lamont’s passage also points 
to the fact that all people are on trial 
with the Communist Party, for to out- 
law dialectical materialism, 
law that 
“power of working upon and remold- 
ing the environment” 
the hope of American men and women, 
as of men 
for an environment, a society, adapted 
to their own needs and interests. 
mont goes on to say that: 


it embodies “the force 
ideas” which is “a power of 
such it threatens the 
position of the minority 


development of the great 


is to out- 
“force of new ideas” and that 
which alone is 
and women the world over, 


La- 


Today there can be little question 
that Dialectical Materialism, while 
having its own shortcomings, is the 
most influential variety of Material- 
ism, both because of its consistency 
and inclusiveness and also because it 
is the official philosophy of the So- 
viet Union and the Communist 
Parties throughout the world. (pp. 
56-57-) 


It is important that Lamont views 


dialectical materialism as the most in- 
fluential variety of materialism; but 
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this is an understatement. Dialectical 
materialism is in fact the only thor- 
oughly materialist philosophy. Also La- 
mont speaks of its “shortcomings,” 
though he nowhere in the book explains 
what he means. From the general 
context one might assume that he has 
reference to the Marxist position on 
freedom as related to necessity, while 
he insists on retaining a metaphysical 
“free will.” 

Lamont is fully aware of the fact 
that the anti-democratic campaign, fol- 
lowing the Second World War “has 
made headway under the guise of 
fighting Communism and Commu- 
nists.” He refers to the “Un-American” 
Committee, the President’s “loyalty 
order,” the case of the “Hollywood 
Ten,” etc., and says, “The fact is that 
many of America’s most powerful fig- 
ures in politics and business, when it 
come to their attitude to groups with 
whom they disagree, continually act 
as if they had never read the American 
Constitution or did not care about it.” 
(p. 316.) 

In discussing democracy as part of 
the humanist tradition, Lamont lists 
twelve aspects: “political democracy”; 
“civil liberties”; “democracy under the 
law”; “economic democracy”; “organi- 
zational democracy”; “social democra- 
cy”; “cultural and educational democ- 
racy”; “religious and philosophical de- 
mocracy”; “democracy between the 
sexes”; “the democracy of age”; “racial 
or ethnic democracy”; and, finally, “in- 
ternational democracy.” After pointing 
out that the Soviet Union “has forged 
ahead of any other power in regard 
to racial democracy”; and has “made 
rapid strides in respect to economic 
democracy, cultural democracy, and 
equality between the sexes,” he says: 
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I believe that the Marxists, whethe; 
inside or outside of the Communig 
Party, are sincere in their intention 
of ultimately bringing about an «. 
during democracy embodying th 
principle of “all for each and ead 
for all” and extending to all twely 
aspects of democracy I have outlined, 
Their allegiance to this ultimate end 
properly places them within tk 
ranks of democratic Humanists. 


(pp. 331-332.) 


Although Lamont does not fully w. 
derstand the nature of _ bourgeois 
democracy and therefore cannot se 
that the Soviet Union is leading th 
world in all aspects of people’s demo. 
racy, it is still important, today, that: 
non-Marxist recognizes the fact tha 
Communists are within the generd 
camp of what he calls “democratic 
Humanism.” Such a position expos: 
the degenerate lies about “totalitarian 
ism,” “subversion,” “treason,” “agents 
of a foreign power,” etc., etc. It brands 
the “trial” of the Communist leaders 
and the witch hunt generally as ant: 
democratic, and thus demonstrates tha 
all anti-Communism is anti-democracy, 
in the broad, human meaning d 
“democracy,” and is therefore  itsel 
subversive of the interest of the peo 


ple. 


LAMONT’S PHILOSOPHY 
AND MARXISM 


The importance of Humanism ass 
Philosophy stems from the non-Marms 
position of its author. It is the tet 
mony of an advanced non-Marns 
philosopher and educator bearing wi 
ness to the fact that the science @ 
Marxism-Leninism, far from being : 
conspiracy to overthrow any gover 
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ment by force and violence, is one of 
the greatest “forces of new ideas” for 
the advancement of mankind, intellec- 
tually, economically, politically, social- 
ly, and culturally. The unmistakable 

implication is that to outlaw—were it 
J ostiet_sch a science would be to 

deprive man of one of his most highly 
prized possessions, and would con- 
gitute an unpardonable crime against 
the human race. 

But, on the other hand, the limita- 
tions of the book likewise stem from 
the non-Marxist position of its author. 
There are two limitations, in the form 
of contradictions, which lie at the root 
of whatever others there may be. 

In the first place, it is philosophy as 
philosophizing, not as science. Lamont 
falls into the traditional pattern of 
philosophizing because he does not 
follow his materialist position through 
to its logical conclusion; he does not 
apply materialism to society. There is 
thus a fundamental contradiction be- 
tween his materialist philosophy of 
nature and his idealist philosophy of 
history. An example of this is that he 
has no way of accounting for the fact 
that philosophic materialism is almost 
non-existent from the time of Lucre- 
tus to the time of Hobbes. One result 
of this contradiction is that he reduces 
philosophy to an eclectic rehash of all 
that is “good” in all the systems of 
the past—and he manages to find 
something “good” in all of them, from 
Platonism to Pragmatism. He is aware 
of, and approves, such eclecticism: 
"Humanism finds it profitable to be 
tclectic and to select from the most 
disparate philosophies and religions 
whatever ideas or insights seem of 
value.” (p. 42.) Marxism-Leninism, in 
tyecting eclecticism, does not itself 
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simply repudiate everything in past 
philosophies. Its founders have em- 
phatically paid tribute to forerunners 
in the spheres of materialism and of 
dialectics. But what Marxism-Leninism 
takes from past philosophies it trans- 
forms qualitatively, in the light of the 
historic world-view of the working 
class. Thus it marks a revolutionary 
leap in the history of philosophy: 
philosophy becomes a science. 

The most glaring result of the con- 
tradiction above noted is Lamont’s ten- 
dency to regard history in terms of a 
struggle between “good” and “bad” 
men. Thus speaking of science he says, 
“Wielded by cold and cruel men in 
search of personal gain or by autocratic 
groups disdainful of the common good, 
science can lead to a veritable hell on 
earth.” (p. 272.) In general it leads 
him to treat the advance toward “social 
democracy” as a matter of winning 
over the majority of individuals to 
naturalistic humanism—transform in- 
dividuals and you will change society. 
Speaking of humanism as “an ideal 
philosophy for the world,” he says, “It 
is quite conceivable that a majority of 
this planet’s population could come to 
see the truth of its underlying prin- 
ciples.” (p. 347.) Thus, the contradic- 
tion between his natural materialism 
and his social idealism forces him into 
a utopian-socialist position. The resolu- 
tion of this contradiction is, of course, 
historical materialism, which relates 
the development of society, in all its 
aspects including philosophy, to the 
development of its material basis, the 
forces and relations of production. In 
short, Humanism As A Philosophy is 
philosophy without the living concrete- 
ness of the class struggle. 


Secondly, while Lamont accepts 
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something closely resembling a dialec- 
tical materialist view of the natural 
world—the world is independent of 
any mind, is forever changing, is in- 
terconnected and develops ever more 
complex levels—he retains the tradi- 
tional method of formal logic. In short, 
there is a fundamental contradiction 
between his dynamic world-view and 
his static method. Lamont accepts 
Aristotelian logic as “definitive”: 
“The fundamental laws of deduction 
were enunciated by Aristotle 2300 
years ago, and since then there has 
been little improvement on his formu- 
lations.” (p. 250.) Hegel’s retort to a 
similar remark made by Kant was to 
the effect that the long reign of formal 
logic was a sign, not of its perfection, 
but of the urgency of the task of 
transforming it. This second contradic- 
tion leads Lamont into many difficul- 
ties. For example, it prevents him from 
solving the problem of the relation be- 
tween freedom and necessity. Viewing 
the two as absolute opposites, rather 
than as dialectical opposites, he is 
forced to fall back on a doctrine of 
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metaphysical “free will” in order » 
avoid complete determinism or fay) 
ism (cf. pp. 195-209). Thus, the cop 
tradiction between his dynamic phile 
sophy and his static method forces hin 
to resort to idealist mechanisms, ap 
is a major factor in preventing hin 
from working out a thoroughly dial 
tical materialist philosophy, either ¢ 
nature or of society. The solution ¢ 
his difficulties lies ready at hand, » 
that what Lenin said of a 2oth centun 
physicist can be said of Lamont: “We, 
he is trying to force his way throug 
an open door.” (V. I. Lenin, Collect 
Works, Vol. XIII, p. 266.) 

Entirely apart from these very red 
limitations, Lamont’s Humanism As 4 
Philosophy is, at this time in this com 
try, an act of courage which can onl 
be welcomed and appreciated, and ca 
be employed by the working class ani 
its allies in the fight against all fom 
of idealist obscurantism. It is a vow 
of sanity which is a potent weapn 
against those who would impose f& 
cism on our country and war on tk 
world. 
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by Frederick Engels 


Tus Has now been the motto of the 
English working-class movement for 
the last fifty years. It did good ser- 
vice in the time of the rising trades 
unions after the repeal of the in- 
famous Combination Laws in 1824; 
it did still better service in the time 
of the glorious Chartist movement, 
when the English workmen marched 
at the head of the European working 
dass. But times are moving on, and 
a good many things which were de- 
sirable and necessary fifty, and even 
thirty years ago, are now antiquated 
and would be completely out of 
place. Does the old, time-honoured 
watchword too belong to them? 

A fair day’s wage for a fair day’s 
work? But what is a fair day’s wage, 
and what is a fair day’s work? How 
are they determined by the laws un- 
der which modern society exists and 
develops itself? For an answer to 
this we must not apply to the science 
of morals or of law and equity, nor 
to any sentimental feeling of hu- 
manity, justice, or even charity. What 
is morally fair, what is even fair in 
hw, may be far from being socially 
lair. Social fairness or unfairness is 
decided by one science alone—the 
sience which deals with the mate- 
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A FAIR DAY'S WAGE FOR A FAIR DAY'S WORK 


rial facts of production and exchange, 
the science of political economy. 

Now what does political economy 
call a fair day’s wage and a fair day’s 
work? Simply the rate of wages and 
the length and intensity of a day’s 
work which are determined by com- 
petition of employer and employed 
in the open market. And what are 
they, when thus determined? 

A fair day’s wage, under normal 
conditions, is the sum required to 
procure to the labourer the means of 
existence necessary, according to the 
standard of life of his station and 
country, to keep himself in working 
order and to propagate his race. The 
actual rate of wages, with the fluctu- 
ations of trade, may be sometimes 
above, sometimes below this rate; 
but, under fair conditions, that rate 
ought to be the average of all oscil- 
lations. 

A fair day’s work is that length of 
working day and that intensity of 
actual work which expends one day’s 
full working power of the workman 
without encroaching upon his capa- 
city for the same amount of work 
for the next and following days. 

The transaction, then, may be thus 
described—the workman gives to the 
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capitalist his full day’s working pow- 
er; that is, so much of it as he can 
give without rendering impossible 
the continuous repetition of the trans- 
action. In exchange he receives just 
as much, and no more, of the neces- 
saries of life as is required to keep 
up the repetition of the same bargain 
every day. The workman gives as 
much, the capitalist gives as little, as 
the nature of the bargain will admit. 
This is a very peculiar sort of fair- 
ness. 

But let us look a little deeper into 
the matter. As according to political 
economists, wages and working days 
are fixed by competition, fairness 
seems to require that both sides 
should have the same fair start on 
equal terms. But that is not the case. 
The capitalist, if he cannot agree 
with the labourer, can afford to wait, 
and live upon his capital. The work- 
man cannot. He has but wages to live 
upon, and must therefore take work 
when, where, and at what terms he 
can get it. The workman has no fair 
start. He is fearfully handicapped by 
hunger. Yet, according to the politi- 
cal economy of the capitalist class, 
that is the very pink of fairness. 

But this is a mere trifle. The appli- 
cation of mechanical power and ma- 
chinery to new trades, and the exten- 
sion and improvements of machin- 
ery in trades already subjected to it, 
keep turning out of work more and 
more “hands”; and they do so at a 
far quicker rate than that at which 
these superseded “hands” can be ab- 
sorbed by, and find employment in, 


the manufacturers of the county, 
These superseded “hands” form ; 
real industrial army of reserve for the 
use of capital. If trade is bad they 
may starve, beg, steal, or go to the 
workhouse; if trade is good they ar 
ready at hand to expand production: 
and until the very last man, woman, 
or child of this army of reserve shal] 
have found work—which happens in 
times of frantic over-production alon 
—until then will its competition keep 
down wages, and by its existence 
alone strengthen the power of capita 
in its struggle with labour. In th 
race with capital, labour is not on) 
handicapped, it has to drag a cannon. 
ball riveted to its foot. Yet this is 
fair according to capitalist politica 
economy. 

But let us inquire out of what fund 
does capital pay these very fair 
wages? Out of capital, of course. Bu 
capital produces no value. Labour is, 
besides the earth, the only source oi 
wealth; capital itself is nothing bu 
the stored-up produce of labour. % 
that the wages of labour are paid out 
of labour, and the working man i 
paid out of his own produce, Ac 
cording to what we may call comma 
fairness, the wages of the labourer 
ought to consist in the produce of his 
labour. But that would not be fait 
according to political economy. 0 
the contrary, the produce of th 
workman’s labour goes to the cap: 
talist, and the workman gets out d 
it no more than the bare necessarit 
of life. And thus the end of thi 


uncommonly “fair” race of compet: 
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tion is that the produce of the labour 
of those who do work gets unavoid- 
bly accumulated in the hands of 
those who do not work, and becomes 
in their hands the most powerful 
means to enslave the very men who 
produced it. 

A fair day’s wage for a fair day’s 
work! A good deal might be said 
about the fair day’s work too, the 
fairness of which is perfectly on a par 
with that of the wages. But that we 
must leave for another occasion. 
From what has been stated it is pretty 


THE WAGES SYSTEM 
by Frederick Engels 


In a previous article we examined 
he time-honoured motto, “A fair 
lay’s wage for a fair day’s work,” 
nd came to the conclusion that the 
pirest day’s wages under present so- 
tal conditions is necessarily tanta- 
ount to the very unfairest division 
f the workman’s produce, the great- 
t portion of that produce going into 
¢ capitalist’s pocket, and the work- 
han having to put up with just as 
uch as will enable him to keep him- 
if in working order and to propa- 
pte his race. 

This is a law of political economy, 
f, in other words, a law of the 
resent economical organisation of 
witty, which is more powerful than 


clear that the old watchword has 
lived its day, and will hardly hold 
water nowadays. The fairness of po- 
litical economy, such as it truly lays 
down the laws which rule actual so- 
ciety, that fairness is all on one side 
—on that of capital. Let, then, the 
old motto be buried for ever and 
replaced by another: 

Possession of the means of work— 
raw material, factories, machinery— 
by the working people themselves. 

The Labour Standard, London. 
May 7, 1881. 


all the Common and Statute of Law 
of England put together, the Court 
of Chancery included. While society 
is divided into two opposing classes 
—on the one hand the capitalists, 
monopolisers of the whole of the 
means of production, land, raw ma- 
terials, machinery; on the other hand, 
labourers, working people deprived 
of all property in the means of pro- 
duction, owners of nothing but their 
own working power; while this social 
organisation exists the law of wages 
will remain all-powerful and will 
every day afresh rivet the chains by 
which the working man is made the 
slave of his own produce monopo- 
lised by the capitalist. 
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The trades unions of this country 
have now for nearly sixty years 
fought against this law—with what 
result? Have they succeeded in free- 
ing the working class from the bond- 
age in which capital—the produce of 
its own hands—holds it? Have they 
enabled a single section of the work- 
ing class to rise above the situation 
of wage-slaves, to become owners of 
their own means of production, of 
the raw materials, tools, machinery 
required in their trade, and thus to 
become the owners of the produce 
of theit own labour? It is well 
known that not only they have not 
done so, but that they never tried. 

Far be it from us to say that trades 
unions are of no use because they 
have not done that. On the contrary, 
trades unions in England, as well 
as in every other manufacturing 
country, are a necessity for the work- 
ing classes in their struggle against 
capital. The average rate of wages is 
equal to the sum of necessaries sufh- 
cient to keep up the race of workmen 
in a certain country according to the 
standard of life habitual in that coun- 
try. That standard of life may be 
very different for different classes of 
workmen. The great merit of trades 
unions, in their struggle to keep up 
the rate of wages and to reduce work- 
ing hours, is that they tend to keep 
up and to raise the standard of life. 
There are many trades in the East 
End of London whose labour is not 
more skilled and quite as hard as that 
of bricklayers and bricklayers’ la- 
bourers, yet they hardly earn half the 


wages of these. Why? Simply becaug 
a powerful organisation enables th 
one set to maintain a comparative) 
high standard of life as the rule }y 
which their wages are measured: 
while the other set, disorganised ané 
powerless, have to submit not on} 
to unavoidable but also to arbitran 
encroachments of their employer 
their standard of life is gradually r 
duced, they learn how to live 
less and less wages, and their wags 
naturally fall to that level which the 
themselves have learnt to accept x 
sufficient. 

The law of wages, then, is not on 
which draws a hard and fast lin 
It is not inexorable with certain lim 
its. There is at every time (grea 
depression excepted) for every trad 
a certain latitude within which tk 
rate of wages may be modified } 
the results of the struggle betwee 
the two contending parties. Wage 
in every case are fixed by a bargain 
and in a bargain he who resists long 
est and best has the greatest chant 
of getting more than his due. If te 
isolated workman tries to drive bi 
bargain with the capitalist he is casi 
beaten and has to surrender at ds 
cretion; but if a whole trade of wor 
men form a powerful organisatio 
collect among themselves a fund! 
enable them to defy their employes 
if need be, and thus become enable 
to treat with these employers a‘ 
power, then, and then only, hi 
they a chance to get even that pi 
tance which, according to the 
nomical constitution of present * 
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ciety, may be called a fair day’s wages 
for a fair day’s work. 

The law of wages is not upset by 
the struggles of trades unions. On 
the contrary, it is enforced by them. 
Without the means of resistance of 
the trade unions the labourer does 
not receive even what is his due ac- 
cording to the rules of the wages 
system. It is only with the fear of 
the trades unions before his eyes that 
the capitalist can be made to part 
with the full market value of his 
labourer’s power. Do you want a 
proof? Look at the wages paid to 
the members of the large trades un- 
ions, and at the wages paid to the 
numberless small trades in that pool 
of stagnant misery, the East End of 
London. 

Thus the trades unions do not 
attack the wages system. But it is 
not the highness or lowness of wages 
which constitutes the economical 
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degradation of the working class: 
this degradation is comprised in the 
fact that, instead of receiving for its 
labour the full produce of this labour, 
the working class has to be satisfied 
with a portion of its own produce 
called wages. The capitalist pockets 
the whole produce (paying the la- 
bourer out of it) because he is the 
owner of the means of labour. And, 
therefore, there is no real redemption 
for the working class until it becomes 
owner of all the means of work— 
land, raw material, machinery, etc. 
—and thereby also the owner of the 
whole of the produce of its own 
labour. 

The Labour 
May 21, 1881. 

[Both these articles appear in the 
compilation The British Labour 
Movement, by Frederick Engels, In- 
ternational Publishers, New York, 
1940. ] 


Standard, London, 
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